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The Marl~JJro Man 

uHe gets a lot to like-filter, flavor, flip-top box."The work$. 

A filter that means business. An easy draw that's all 
fia vor. And the flip-top box that ends crushed cigarettes. 

(MADE IN ltiCHMONO, VIRGINIA, FROM A PIUUO IIECII'() 



Millions of Americans watch the fabulous Phil­
adelphia Mummers cavort each year. 

Every New Year's Day, some 600,000 people 
line Broad Street to watch the fancy capes, color­
ful comics and dazzling string bands perform, 
strut and stomp all the way from South Philadel­
phia past City Hall. 

In addition, some three million television 
viewers on the Eastern coast watch the colorful 
extravaganza sitting right in their Living rooms. 

The Mummers, of course, no longer limit their 
appearances to New Year's Day on Broad St. 

For the past dozen years, the string bands 
have played to sell-out crowds in Convention Hall 
during their wintertime "Show of Shows" per­
formances. 

Oh Lord, please help me on this New Year's Day; 
That I may make it straight, aU the way; 
\Vhen in the wee hours of the dawn 
Our band starts marching on. 

Help me Lord when you see me march, 
With my head high and my shoulders arched. 
Help me also to be worthy of my headpiece, 
That I carry and I love. 

And Lord when I make my turn at the Hall, 
Make all my aches and pains be very small. 

The bands played before six "sell-out" nights 
in 1957 at the Hall and drew close to 80,000 
people. 

Another display of the New Year's Shooters' 
colorful garb is their "Summer Spectacle" held 
each spring or summer at Municipal Stadium. 

Crowds at this outdoor festival have been as 
high as 79,000 over the past half dozen years. 

Countless people in a host of communities also 
see individual groups from the Mummers' organ­
izations at benefits, celebrations, parades and sim­
ilar occurrences throughout the year. 

The Mummers are truly Philadelphia's own­
but more and more they've become the "nation's 
finest." 

And as the night comes slowly through 
Now's my turn to start thanking You. 
And down Second Street with a yawn. 

Thanks again Lord, 
For it was You who kept my dancing feet 
Dancing on. 

And when the day is done, 
Can we maybe, be ONE? 

By AI Wozniak 
(Fralinger String Band) 

PICTURES OF UNITS AND INDIVID­
UALS ON SUCCEEDING PAGES ARE 
FROM PAST PERFORMANCES AND DO 
NOT DEPICT 1958 THEl'vrES. 



Philadelphia's Mayor 
Greets Mummers 

It is a pleasure for this opportunity to extend 
a hearty 1958 welcome to the Mummers. 

The pageantry of King Momus, as exemplified 
in this famous Philadelphia Parade on New 
Year's Day and shows at Convention Rall and 
Municipal Stadium, bas become as much a part 
of our City's tradition as the Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans. 

The beautiful costumes and intricate routines 
along with the inspiring musical accompaniment 
make the Mummers' Parade and shows events 
that are national in appeal. 

As an old Mummers' Parade fan and follower, 
I eagerly look forward each year-as I am sure 
thousands of other Philadelphians do-to watch­
ing the Mummers "strut their stuff" along Broad 
Street. 

JAMES H. J. TATE, 
President, City Council 

Philadelphia's Mummers' Parade is perhaps our 
City's best..known institution, and the spectacular 
color and pageantry with which it begins the New 
Year brings accolades from countless thousands 
across the country. 

Combining ancient traditions with modern 
themes, the parade and the Mummers' other spec­
tacles throughout the year always provides de­
lightful entertainment for persons of every age 
and from every walk of life. 

Needless to say, we in City government are 
proud to assist in making this outstanding pre­
sentation possible. 

As for myself, it is a pleasure to extend greet­
ings to the 1958 edition of the Mummers' Parade 
and to all members of the Association my per­
sonal best wishes for a happy and prosperous 
New Year. 

RICHARDSON DILWORTH, 
Mayor 

Statement from 
Jim Tate 



Recreation Officials 

Greet the Mummers • • 

The annual New Year Shooters and Mummers' 
Association Parade is one of the highlights of the 
holiday season. 

The Parade has become an institution, not only 
in the lives of Philadelphians, but for the thou­
sands of visitors who come from near and distant 
places to view this colorful spectacle. 

We take pride in the fact and are deeply ap­
preciative that many members and units of the 
Association contribute generously of their time 
and talents in presentation of summer concerts 
and by appearance at public functions. 

The Department of Recreation has enjoyed 
during the past year pleasant and amiable rela­
tions with the New Year Shooters and Mummers' 
Association officers and members. We are deeply 
grateful for this splendid cooperation and assist­
ance. 

It is our hope that the Parade will continue to 
be received enthusiastically and that we can all 
look forward to this outstanding event being con­
tinued in the years ahead with even greater 
success. 

ROBERT W. CRAWFORD, 
Recreation Commissioner 

• 

The Mummers' Parade is one of the nation's 
outstanding events. 

Every year this extravaganza brings the high­
est-level entertainment to thousands of Phila­
delphians and out-of-town visitors. 

It always is a pleasure to work with the Phila­
delphia New Year Shooters Association, an or­
ganization which brings much fame and honor 
to our community. 

LUKE E. FOLEY, 
Special Asst. to the Recreation Commissioner 



PHILADELPHIA NEW YEAR SHOOTERS' 
and MUMMERS' ASSOCIATION, Inc. 

PHILADELPHIA , PA . 

Once more the City of Philadelphia 

is watching its traditional and fabu­
lous Mummers' Parade as it marches 
up Broad Street. This New Year's Day 

we are making our 58th trip, for it 

was on January 1, 1901, that the first 
organized Mummers' Parade took 
place. Before that time, for close to 

250 years, Philadelphians held gay 
impromptu celebrations that unfor­
tunately enraged some of the citizenry 
while it delighted the less inhibited 

elements. 

The Philadelphia New Years Shoot­
ers' and Mummers' Association feels 

that it bas a responsibility to the 
public to present a show that will 
bring enjoyment to everyone. This is 

a parade that can be seen in no other 

place on the earth and that can be 
appreciated by all who see it, young 
and old. Through organization and 
cooperation our Association has built 

a fantastic and spectacular parade 
that could never have been achieved 
by any spur of the moment celebra­

tions. In doing this, we feel that we 
have succeeded in preserving the 

unique quality of the individual 
l..-nown as a "real shooter." 

There is no financial gain through 

this parade to the mummer himself. 
The mummer is just a fellow who 

wants to dress up, maybe play some 
music, and through doing so, bring 

happiness to the folks on the side­
walks. Sometimes it takes . a great 

personal sacrifice to put a club on 
the street, and it is this sort of courage 
on the part of the mummers that 

makes me so proud to serve as their 
president. 

We dedicate this program with 

thanks to the city officials who have 
cooperated with us, to those firms and 

individuals who have supported our 
undertaking, and primarily to our 
public. We hope that our Mummers' 

Magazine will bring you a better un­
derstanding of our purpose and an 
idea of what makes us New Year 
Shooters tick 

RoBERT W. RUNKLE, JR. 
President 

PAilt~t/elpAit~ 1/ew 1.(et~,. ~A,te,.J ' 
111ft/ /JtulftlfttJ-J ' AJJtcilltitlf, JHc. 

ROBERT RUNKLE 
President 

ROBERT ZIEGLER 
Vice-President 

ROBERT HALL 
Secretary 

JOHN HOGG 
Financial Secretary 

WILLIAM TORELLI 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

SOL GINSBURG 
Publicity Director 

Board of Directors 

Comic Division 

HARRY TYLER 
JOSEPH PURUL 

Fancy Division 

BENJAMIN STANGO 
MATT LEIGHTON 

String Band Division 

RAYMOND GURT 

JAMES DURNING 

~ b-ilfg 8111tt/ Officti'J 

HARRY STRAUB ....... . .......... President 

FRED KESEL ........ . .... . ... Vice-President 

J OHN HOGG ... . ....... . . Financial Secretary 

HOWARD PEOPLES ..... Recording Secretary 

VVILLLAld Ml~ ......... .. ........ ~easurer 

SOL GINSBURG . ....... .. . . Sergeant-at-Anns 

BOB HALL .............. ..... ...... Publicity 



Philadelphia is proud of many things, but one 
of the brightest gems in the Quaker City's crown 
of achievement is the Mummers' Parade. It has 
been estimated that more people watch this par­
ade than any sports or civic event anywhere in 
the country. Including television, more than three 
million observe this annual pageant. 

Each New Year's Day, the Mummers, young 
and old, between the ages of three and who knows 
what, assemble in South Philadelphia to start the 
parade. The glittering, colorful Fancy clubs, the 
hilarious, lively Comics, and the attractive, gaily­
strumming String Bands--all are an integral part 
of a magnificent "Show of Shows" and without 
them New Year's Day in Philadelphia would lose 
its full flavor. 

I am extremely proud of the privilege accorded 
me as Parade Director. It is an honor which can 
be given to only one man, so you can weD under­
stand the reason I attach so much importance 
to it. 

On behalf of the Mummers and officials of the 
Parade, let me wish the citizens of Philadelphia 
and vicinity a very Happy and Prosperous New 
Year. I hope you are with us in person when the 
Parade starts up Broad Street. If you aren't, I 
am sure you'll be watching on television or listen­
ing on the radio. 

MAGISTRATE ELIAS MYERS 

lOBEII IODEBAUGH 

Aultllnt Per~de Director 

CAR ZED!)LEI 

Comic Division' Dt .. ctor 

MAGISTRATE ELIAS MYERS 

Dl .. ctor of P•••d• 

FIAltt SHAY 

Fancy Dlvlalon Director 



Prizes To Be Awarded by the City of Philadelphia, Mummers' Parade- 1958 
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CATEGORY 
NUMBER OF 

PRIZES OFFERED 

ENTIRE CLUB ..........................................................................•..................... 4 

CAPTAIN'S COSTUME ........................................................................... 4 

COSTUME GROUP ................................................................................... . 

KING CLOWN COSTUME ................. ~ .. ··························-················ ... . 

KING JOCKEY COSTUME ................................................................. . 

HANDSOME TRIM COSTUME 

TRIO PANTOMIME CLOWNS ...................................•..................... 

FEMALE IMPERSONATORS .............................................................. . 

HANDSOMEST COSTUME ································-··········- ··················-

TRIO OF CLOWNS ............ ................................................................. .. 

TRIO OF JOCKEYS ................................................................................. . 

10 

6 

5 

6 

3 

6 

6 

4 

4 

SPECIAL MENTION ... ............. - .-. .......................................... - . .......... 10 

JUVENILES ...................................................................................................... 10 

ENTIRE CLUB 5 

BRIGADE .......................................................................................................... 15 

FLOATS ......................................................................................... -................... 1 S 

COSTUME GROUP ..................................................................................... 10 

SPECIAL MENTION .................................................................................... 15 

MOST ORIGINAL COSTUME ............................................................... 1 0 

FUNNIEST COUPLE .................................................................................... 10 

MOST ORIGINAL CHARACTER ......................................................... 10 

JUVENILE ......................................................................................................... 10 

CAPT A IN'S COSTUME ............................................................................ 5 

ENTIRE CLUB ................................................................................................. 22 

CAPTAIN'S COSTUME .............................................................................. 3 

TOTAl PRIZE MONEY 

TOTAL PRIZE 
MONEY 

$5200.00 

1700.00 

2540.00 

855.00 

800.00 

915.00 

225.00 

175.00 

1395.00 

780.00 

780.00 

1370.00 

315.00 

9350.00 

980.00 

725.00 

430.00 

585.00 

305.00 

305.00 

305.00 

190.00 

925.00 

24,900.00 

450.00 

FANCY COSTUN.~ rCLUB DIVISION .... ......................................... . 

COMIC CLUB DIVISION ..................................................................... . 

STRING BAND DIVISION ................................................................... . 

GRAND TOTAL All PRIZE MONEY ......................................................... .. 

FIRST PRIZE 
MONEY 

$1700.00 

575.00 

410.00 

200.00 

210.00 

215.00 

85.00 

55.00 

295.00 

245.00 

245.00 

225.00 

70.00 

2100.00 

175.00 

150.00 

100.00 

85.00 

75.00 

75.00 

75.00 

40.00 

250.00 

2100.00 

200.00 

$17,050.00 

14,100.00 

25,350.00 

$56,500.00 



(2530 N. 4th St.) 

Edward Sylvester ..................... President 

Warren Shields ................... Vice-President 

Jules Gershenfeld .......... .. Recording Secretary 

Fred J . Kesel ......................... Captain 

Sol Ginsburg ................. Business Manager 

Fred J . Kesel, Jr ................ . ...... Treasurer 

Philip F. Silver ................ Publicity Director 

Gene Nemeth ...... . ........ . .... Music Director 

Organized in 1920, the Aqua String Band was 
formed from the membership of the old Talbot 
String Band which had disbanded in 1918. 

Many current Aqua musicians paraded with 
Captain Fred J. Kesel f rom 1912 to 1920 with 
the International Sb·ing Band, the old Trilby 
Band and the Hartman String Band. 

Aqua has appeared all over the nation and in 
1939 was officially named the "New York World's 

Fair Bane!." .Just recently Aqua had the honot· of 
appearing at :\1ike Todd's private party in ~ I adi­
son Square Garden. 

Hl5, THEME-"THI IS SHOW BUSINE S" 

Costume ... Gleaming silver jacket and trou­
sers with silver sequ ins; Arabian blue cape and 
each backpiece superimposed with a jingling 
tambourine motif and romeo style hat. 

Captain ... Gold jacket and trousers with gold 
sequins ... American Beauty velvet cape and 

above the head a crown with wh ite plumes fot·m­
ing a fountain sprinkled with stars. 

Music . . . "Hello, Wnat a Beautiful World," 

"Fine and Dandy," "Say It With Music," "The1·e's 
No Bu:-;iness Like Show Business," "Always 
Gallant." 



(51 0 Fairmount Ave. ) 

Fred Gardner ........................ President 

Joseph Elliott .................... Vice-President 

Fred Ventresca ....................... Secretary 

Joseph Rudley ....................... Treasurer 

Harry Lawson ......................... Captain 

Walter C. Kunicki, Sr. . ..... ...... Musical Director 

Avalon is in its 21st year under its original 
captain, Harry Lawson. He credits much of the 
success of the organization to the outstanding 
work of musical di rector Walter C. Kunicki, Sr. 

1958 THEME-"MY WONDERFUL ONE" 

Costume .. . capes, jackets and trousers of 
coronation red velvet elaborately trimmed with 
gold sequins; puffed sleeves of metallic gold cloth. 
Headpiece shows a girl in a beautiful gold frame 
surrounded by all white plumes. 

Captain ... all white metallic cloth trimmed in 
gold. Mascot, age 9, will be dressed simila1• to the 
captain. 

:\1usic ... "My Wonderful One," "You l\Iust 
Have Been a Beautiful Baby," "See You in My 
Dreams," "Pretty Baby," "Oh, You Beautiful 
Doll." 



( 2559 S. 69th Street) 

Peter A. Broomall ............. Captain, Treasurer 

James V. Broomall ....... . ......... . . President 

Donald Wallace .................. Vice-President 

Charles Broomall ..................... Secretary 

Andrew Criss ...................... Drill Master 

Edward P. Broomall ............... Music Director 

Robert Moore .... . ........ . . A sst. Music Director 

Edward Quap, Sr. . ............ Publicity Director 

Three generations of the Broomall family wiiJ 

parade in 1958 with the band bearing this name 
that was organized in 1930. 

Captain Peter A. Broomall is in his 28th year 
as captain and 48th year of parading. He has 
been a Mummer since his early childhood and has 
marched in all divisions. Broomall parades with 
60 men, 10 abreast and six deep. 

1958 THEME-"THE MISSISSIPPI GAMBLER" 

Costume ... satin yellow cape, orchid trousers 
trimmed with deep purple sequins; deep purple 
coat with spangled vest; yellow hat, black Ken­
tucky bow tie; entire suit trimmed lavishly with 
sequins. The cape is trimmed with a hand of cards 
and dice representing the Riverboat Gambler. 
Headdress represents a wheel of fortune and has 
gold and orchid plumes with colored velvet .trim­
med with sequins. 

Captain ... similar to band with pink brocaded 
satin trimmed in jewels, sequins; huge wheel of 
fortune headgear with many pink and blue plumes 
representing wheel of fortune. Mascot, Peter J. 
Broomall, 6, will be dressed similar to captain. 

1\Iusic ... "Lucky Day," "Round and Round," 
"Robert E. Lee," "Here Comes That Showboat," 
"Bill Bailey Won't You Please Come Home," 
"Wheel Of Fortune." (Dr ill will form wheel of 
fortune). 



(2551 N. Front St.) 

Frank Modrak ....................... President 

Frank Murphy .................... Vice-President 

Harry Kubis .................... Musical Director 

George E. Duffy ....................... Captain 

William Santarlasci ............. Sergeant-at-Arms 

Daniel Duffy .................. Publicity Director 

Charles Mureskie .................... Custodian 

The Duffy Band was organized as the Fire 
Fighters' String Band in 1945 at the Fire De­
partment's Engine Co. 22 at 214 Pine St. by fire­
meJ1 George E. Duffy, John Lauria, Leo Kaufman, 
Harry Dittmer, Salvador Manganaro and Edmund 
Burke. 

The name later was changed to the Crescent­
ville String Band and recently to the Duffy String 
Band. 

Captain Duffy, now a deputy chief, has been 
a fireman for 35 years. The band's 1958 theme, 
Golden Jubilee, has been selected because this is 
Duffy's 50th year as a Mummer. 

1958 THEME-"GOLDEN JUBILEE" 

Costume ... Gold satin trimmed with gold 
sequins. Headpieces each have 44 plumes. 

Music ... "Golden Slippers," "Gold Mine in the 
Sky," "Memories," "Drifting and Dreaming." 



( 1500 Shunk Street) 

John Regan ......................... President 

Frank Foidl . . ........ . ........... Vice-President 

James Durning ..... . ......... . .... . . Treasurer 

Charles Betham ....................... Captain 

John Hee ................... Recording Secretary 

Chris Strohmetz . • . .......•.. . Financial Secretary 

Walter Majewski ............... Musical Director 

Don Cranmer ...... .. . .. ........... Drill Master 

Organized in 1935 by James Durning, the 
Durning StrinJS Band has won a host of fu·st, 
second and third-place honors. 

Durning captained the band until a few years 
ago when he suffered a leg injury that required 
partial amputation of his right foot. 

The Durning Band has pru·a<:led in 15 cities, 
performed on TV locally and on network pro­
grams, in Madison Square Garden and at the 
"Miss America Pageant" at Atlantic City. For a 
number of years Durning supervised string band 
participation at the shore pageant. 

Durning was originator of the "Show of Shows" 
at Comrention Hall and the r•surnmer Spectacle" 
at Municipal Stadium. He also originated the idea 
of a Mumme1·s' magazine. He is one of the found­
ers of the Mummers' Association and has been 
president of the entire group four times. 

1958 THEME-"THE AMERICAN JOCKEY" 
(same theme used 22 years ago) . 

Music ... "Camptown Races," "Pony Boy," "My 
Old Kentucky Home." 

Costume ... Red, White and Blue Jockey suits, 
each man with a horseshoe around his shoulders 
bearing 90 plumes. 



(500 West Glenwood Ave.) 

Joseph A. Ferko ....................... Captain 

Harry A. leary ....................... President 

William DeSantro ................. Vice-President 

John E. Arleth ............... Secretory-Treasure r 

William Connors ......... . ....... Music Director 

Robert Traub ................ Asst. Music Director 

James Keenan ..... .. .. . ......... . Drill Director 

Curtis Ste ur .. . ........... , ... Asst. Drill Director 

Joseph Blass .. . ..................... Libraria n 

This year marked the 36th consecutive New 
Year's Day parade for the Joseph A. Ferko 
String Band. 

The organization has the enviable record of 12 
championships in the string division. 

Captain Ferko has been pa1·ading for 44 years. 
He led other bands for eight years before organ­
izing his own in 1922. 

The Ferko band bas appeared all over the coun­
try and has made a number of TV appearances 
including two Jackie Gleason shows and the Dave 
Garroway "TODAY" program. In addition, the 
Ferko band has made more than 40 records. Eight 
father-son combinations and four sets of brothers 
perform with Ferko. 

The Ferko band was hailed as "the nation's 
outstanding string band" in 1956 and '57 when 
it was invited by the Rose Bowl Committee to 
perform in the Tournamel1t of Roses parade and 
at the annual January 1st football classic at Pas­
adena, Calif. Commitments for the Mummers' 
Parade in Philadelphia, of course, prevented the 
group from accepting. 

195 TBEME- "MY FAIR LADY" 

Costume ... pink satin with white satin border 
trimmed with spangled braid, jewels, flowers, mir­
rors, lace, appliqued powder puffs and powder 
box-everything dear to My Fair Lady's heart. 
The powder puffs and powder box are of swan 
skin. 

Music ... The band will feature three numbers 
from the show, "My Fair Lady," "On the Street 
Where You Live." "Get me to the Church on 
Time," "I Could Have Danced All Night." 

DriJJ ... Dance steps featuring a Rhumba beat. 



( 1829 S. 2nd St.) 

Harry Brannau ....................... President 

Charles Anderson ...... . ......... Vice-President 

John Fralinger ................ Treasurer-Captain 

Albert Wozniak .............. Recording Secretary 

Fred Calandra ............... Financial Secretary, 

Music Director, Drill Master 

Organized in 1915 by Dr. John Fralinger, the 
Fralinger String Band paraded eight years, then 
disbanded. 

In 1940, however, the unit was reorganized by 
the doctor's son, John Fralinger, Jr., and has been 
a consistent parade entry since. 

The Fralinger unit is one of the few Mummers' 
organizations still located in South Philadelphia 
-where local mummery got its stru·t. 

This year marks the 18th su·aight for Fralinger 
in Mummer marching activities. While some 
groups failed to remain active du1·ing World War 
II, Fralinger is proud that its organization 
marched right through 1942-45. 

1958 THEME-"DANCING CHANDELIERS" 

Costume . . . White brocade with gold leaf 
trimmed with aqua. Headpiece, with 50 plumes 
in each, depicts chandeliers. 

Captain ... Same as members, but more splen­
dorous and more elaborate. 

Music . . . "Dancing Chandeliers," "Crystal 
Chandeliers," "Best Things In Life Are Free," 
"Lichtenstein Polka," "Dream Is Wish You1· 
Heart Makes." 



P~ilip J. /ltL/11/IICHd 11ew 1(etLJ- AJJceitLtich 

Cc~t~ic Clu6 
<1 918 S. 2nd St.) 

Philip J . Hammond, Jr. . ............... President 

Joseph lacuzio ................... Vice-President 

Philip J . Hammond, Sr ....... .... ...... Treasurer 

Frank lacuzio ........ . ........... . .... Captain 

Joseph P. Hammond .................. Secretary 

John J. Woyner ............... Financial Secretary 

Edward Eldridge, Jr. . .......... Sergeant-at-Arms 

Jerry Ke lly ................. Chairman of Trustees 

Noted for the size of its parading contingent, 
the Hammond Association is in its 12th year as 
an organized Mummer group. The unit was organ­
ized February 9, 1946 by the man whose name 
the club bears. 

1958 Will Be a Comfortable 
and Happy Year With 

BRYANT 
AUTOMATIC HEATING EQUIPMENT 

AND AIR CONDITIONING 

IN YOUR HOME 

Ask your plumbing or heating contractor about the new 
Bryant air-cooled all-house air conditioners and gas-fired 
furnaces. 

1958 THEME-"IUNG ARTHUR AND THE 
DRAGON" 

Costume . . . Captain's cape consists of two 
sections and is about 40 feet long. There will be 
24 page boys carrying it. The first section will 

be a green dragon about 15 feet long and six feet 
wide. In the center is a large black horse about 
eight feet high. The page boys are dressed as 
knights in red and white and have red helmets. 
The captain, of course, as King Arthur, will carry 
a sword. 

RICHMOND 
MACHINE COMPANY 
RICHMOND & ONTARIO STS. 

Philadelphia 34, Po. 



(4251 N. Fairhill St.l 

Alfred Fink ........................... Captain 

Elias M yers .......................... President\ 

Herman Sefl in .................. Musical Director 

Organized in 1920 by pioneer Mummer Ernest 
A. Hegeman, the string band bearing his name 

has one of the most closely-knit organizations in 
the New Year's Shooters Association. 

A1 Fink, Hegeman's captain, has almost a half 

century of parading behind him. He was a winner 
in the fancy and comic divisions before taking 

over the Hegeman helm in the 30's. Hegeman's 
president is Magistrate Elias Myers, the well­
known "Judge" who serves as parade director on 

New Year's Day. 

1958 THEME- "AROUND THE WORLD IN 
80 DAYS" 

Costume . . . features 24-inch plastic scale 

model of the earth's surface on each backpiece 
surrounded by white, turquoise-tipped plumes. 

Music ... "Around the World in 80 Days," 
"Sitting on Top of the World," "With l\'Iy Head 

in the Clouds," "Beyond the Blue Horizon," 
"Drifting and Dreaming." 

Drill . . . World globe formation, converting 

into a balloon which ascends to musical numbers. 

H 



~~~~ _gJI1111e/ 1/ew 1(e111* AJJ~ei11ti~1t 11111e~ Clu6 
( 624 S. Front St. ) 

Joseph Morrissey ..................... President 

Robert Oder ..................... Vice-President 

John Huston ........................ . Secretary 

George Rooney ...... . ........ Financial Secretary 

Robert Meimbresse ................... Treasurer 

Robert Gorrie .................. Sergeant-at-Arms 

Tom A. Howley ....................... Captain 

William Knight, Sr. . ............ Assistant Captain 

The Hog Island New Year A~sociation, youngest 
fancy club, will be participating in their eighth 
parade in 1958. The club proved youth has no 
bearing on its ability when it was judged second­
prize winner in the fancy division for 1957. 

There will be three generations in this year's 
line of march. William Knight, Sr., assistant cap­
tain; William Knight, Jr. and William Knight 3rd, 
two years old, who also is the youngest parading 
member. 

Bob Meimbresse, Sr., treasu rer of the club, 
and Bobby Meimbresse, Jr., 12 years old, who 
started parading at the age of two, are typical of 
the club's members and one of the basic reasons 
it takes pride in its presentation on New Yeat·'s 
Day. 

1958 THEl\IE-"DIAMONO .J UBILEE" 
(Captains ) 

Traditionally the captain's cape is the core of 
the club. This year's cape consists of a captain's 
canopy, four lieutenants' canopies and four capes 
resplendent in red and green and trimmed with 
gold spangles and maribou. Captain Tom A. How­
ley, assisted by forty page boys, will carry it. 

There will be six bands in the line of march, 
each pt·eceded by a brigade in the following order : 

The Avenuer's Fancy New Year Brigade parad­
ing for fourth year will present the theme of 
"King At·thur and His Knights of the Round 
Table." Captained by John McMurtrie, who will 
depict King Arthur, the bl'igade proper of thirty­
five men will be knights. Their drill will be in 
two parts. Part one will be the crowning of "The 
True King of England," Part two a military drill 
by the brigade to the marching song "On The 
Street." 



FAMOUS 

PHILADELPHIA TRADITIONS: 

For Entertainment- the Mummers! 

For Food ... 

84 Cafeterias, Automats, Wa itress­
Service Restaura nts a nd Retail Shops, 
providing Finest Quality Food at l ow­
est Possible Prices for more tha n 350,-
000 Philadelphians daily. 

"The Public Appreciates Quality" 
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The Electric Storage Battery Company 

John McMurtrie 3rd, Charles Sullivan, Frank 
Purvenas, Jr., and Billy Sanbourn, the brigade's 
juvenile members, will have costumes the same 
as the men. 

The Golden Slipper Brigade, captained by John 
Lynch, will present as their theme "Birds of 
Brazil." 

The Merry Makers Fancy Brigade will be rep­
resented by 35 members parading to the theme of 
"Love Letters in the Sand." The brigade is start­
ing for only the third time, (all with Hog Island 
New Year Association) under Captain Francis 
Boland. John Grady, marching in his 51st New 
Year's Day Parade, will be the Merry Makers' 
oldest participant, while his grandson Ed Lea­
bourne, in his second Mummer appearance, will be 
the youngest. 

Manton New Year's Brigade presents the theme 
of "Officers of the Bengal Lancers on Parade." 
The brigade consists of thirty-five men dressed 
in white satin, trimmed with red and gold sequins. 
The mascots are in blue satin and the marshals 
in red satin trimmed with red and gold sequins. 
The captain, H. Hendrickson, will be in gold satin 
with trimmings of white and gold. The brigade 
will perform a saber drill and J osepb Manson will 
depict the Ambassador of Good Will. 

The Fancy Dans New Year's Brigade, captained 
by Joseph Marquis, will present as their theme 
"Disneyland." The main attraction will be Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

The Gallagher Brigade will present a theme 
of "Sons of Liberty." Forty men will march in 
colonial style costume of red, white and blue satin. 
A shield of Freedom will be worn consisting of 
thirty-six red and white ostrich plumes. Three 
generations of Mummers will also be seen in the 
line: John Walsh, Sr., captain Jack Walsh and his 
three-year-old son Johnny, who will be marching 
for the second time. Daniel Malloy will be making 
his 45th hip up as a Mummer. The brigade drill 
will consist of a flag-raising cet·emony with Betsy 
Ross presenting the flag. 



(2505 N. Lee St. ) 

Howard Peoples ..... .................. Captain 

Charles Murry ....................... President 

Richard Egert ................... , .. Drill Master 

George Burgert ........... . ..... M usical Director 

Joseph Haag ........................ Trea surer 

Organized in 1946, the Greater Kensington 
String Band is one of the newer units in Phila­
rlelphia's Mummer lore. 

Captain of the group is Howard Peoples, who 
struts at the head of the organization in a gaily­
decorated headpiece accompanied by his grand­

son, Thomas Friend, Jr. 

t 95 THEME- "THE RODEO'' 

Costume ... Cowboy suits, cowboy hats. Back­

piece has plumes and cente1· of each headpiece 
has an an imal head depicting animals in rorleo. 

Music ... "Cowgirl Sweetheart," "Home on the 
Range," ''Oklahoma," "Yellow Rose of Texas." 

EBELING & REUSS CO. 
IMPORTERS 

707 CHESTNUT ST. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

OLD, ORIGINAL BOOKBINDERS 
125 WALNUT STREET 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

MONTGOMERY SCOTT & CO. 
Fidelity Philadelphia Trust Bldg. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

D. F. McCALLISTER & SONS 
CAT ERE RS 

1811 SPRING GARDEN STREET 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Clt4J-IeJ Kleih 1tew 1{e4J- AJJ~ci4ti~h 

14hCIJ Clu6 
(Ringgold and Wharton Sts.) 

Joseph Bridges ....................... President 

AI Graham ........................... Captain 

The Klein As::;ociation is the oldest fancy unit 

parading and among the oldest of all 1\Iummers' 

troupes. Organized in 1911 and m<u·ching since 

1912 Klein won 20 fancy division titles through 

1957. 

Five bands will supply music for the 1200 

marchers uncler lhe Klein banner. 

1!'15 THEME- " HEART OF 1\lY HEART'' 

Captain ... AI Graham will have a four-sec­

tion cape of fluorescent snlin sttt'l'otmdcd by 60 

page ho,vs. 

Leading the Klein troupe will be one of the 

American Legion's most oul:-;lancling color gmll'(ls 

followed by the fnmous Klein Indians. 

King Jockey ... will be carried b~· Sam Rowan 

... Jim Maguire will have a handsome tl'im !'mit; 

Bill Gault, Jr., will have a new feature su il; Ar­

mand Panclola a handsome black and whit.e trim 

suit; Frank C'arango a \'elvet display costume. 

Brigades ... will surround clown lrios, juve­

n iles, female impersonators and lrim suits. Jim 
Houseman will captain the Pop Chambers Bri­

gade, Bill Mci ntyre the Shooting Stars Brigade. 



( 1528 Wolf Street) 

Billy Torelli .......................... President 

Mickey Jackson ................... Vice-President 

Mike Terry .......................... Treasurer 

Joe Shultz ..... . ....... . . . .. .. ....... Captain 

Frank Orlando . .................. . Asst. Captain 

Organized in 1936 and parading with the Mum­
mers' Association since 1939, the Liberty CloW11s 
have compiled an enviable record in New Year's 
Day competition. 

They have taken more than 30 prizes in va­
l'ious categories and theil' captain .. Joe Schultz, 
holds the record for captain's prizes with four 
in a row from 1950 through 1954. 

Domenic Tor elli won prizes 16 consecutive years 
-from the time he started parading in 1941 at 
the age of 4 through 1956. This year Liberty will 
parade with 2400 members. 

195 THEI\1E- "TV TURNS WESTERN" 

Captain's Costume ... Wyatt Earp outfit 130 
feet long, \~Tith 40 men carrying the cape. The 
cape has all types of symbols denoting TV west­
ern shows. Accompanying cowboys "shoot it out" 
as they march. 

Special Unit ... "Tht·ee on the Rocks"-a trio 
of drinkers. One carries a lampost, another a 
whisky bottle four-feet high and the third a 1·ound 
beer barrel. 



C124 Jackson St.) 

Harry Tyler .......................... President 

Jack Carlo ........ ... .. ........ .. Vice-President 

Joseph Keenan ...... . ................ Secretary 

Joseph Tyler .... .......... ........ ... Treasurer 

Joseph Keenan, Jr ............. . . ... ... . Captain 

Re-organized in 19:35 from the disbanding 
Oswald Club, the Murray Comics have entertained 
millions with their multi-color costumes. 

Four generations of Tylers have marched wit h 
the Murrays and reports are that in 1959 the 
fifth generation will join the troupe. 

1958 THEME-"AROUND THE WORLD IN 
80 DAYS" 

Costume . . . Captain's cape will depict huge 
balloon and basket, with page boys, dressed as 
natives of different countries, carrying the bal­
loon. 

Several costumes will feature Emily and l\Iabel, 
comic-strip spinsters and one float will be an old­
time fire engine depicting the Darktown Fire­
Fighters. 



~Acw c( ~AcwJ 

String Bontl Concert 
CONVENTION HALL 

Feb. 4-5-6- Sunday Matinee) Feb. 16 - Feb. 18-19-20-1958 

1. PETER A. BROOMALL STRI I\G BAND 
Captain : Peter A. Broomall 

Theme: ''Mi$sissippi Gambler" 

Song~: "Ro t~ ncl and Round." "Robert E. Lee" 

2. JA MES DURN ING STRlNG BAND 
('apl<lin : Charles Belham 

Theme: ·'American ,Jockey" 

Songs: '1Vly Old Kentucky Rome." "Pony 
Boy" 

3. TRILBY STRING BAND 
Captain: Adam Quaglia 

Theme: "Glo-Worm" 

Songs: "Glo-vVorm," "You Do Something to 

Me" 

l. GEORGE E. DUFFY STRING BAND 

Captain: Georsre E. Duffy 

Theme: "Golden Jubilee" 

Songs: ··Golden Slippers,'' "Gold Mine in 

the Sk.v'' 

5. AVAL .. ON STRING BAND 

Capta in: Harry Lawson 

Theme: '·My Wonderful One" 

Songs: "M~· Wonderful One," "You Must 

Have Been a Beautiful Baby" 

6. WOODLAND STRING BAND 

Captain: David Anderson, Jr. 
Theme: "Rose Marie" 

Songs : " Indian Love Call," "Rose Marie'' 

7. GREATER OVERBROOK STRING BAND 

Captain: Hany Stnntb 

Theme: "The Tango" 

Songs: "Green Eyes," "Mandolino" 

8. .JOHI\ .J. F RALINC:ER STRING BAND 

Captain: John FraUnger 

Theme: "Dancing Chandeliers" 
Sonl!s : "Dancing Chandeliers," "Be~t Things 

in L ife Are Free" 

9. HEGEMAN STRING BAND 

Captain: Alfred Fink 
Theme: ''Around the World in 80 Days" 

Sonsrs: "A1·otmd the World in 80 TJay~." 

"Sitting on Top of the World" 

10. GREATER KENSINGTON STRI NG BAND 

Captain: Howard Peoples 

Theme: "The Rodeo" 

Song~: "Cowgirl Sweetheart," "Home on the 

Range" 

11. A<.}UA STRING BAND 

Captain: Fred J. Kesel 
Theme: ''Say It With Music" 

Songs: "Say It With Music," "There's No 

Business Like Show Business" 

12. SOUTH PRILADELPHlA STRING BAN D 

Captain: James Donaghy 

Theme: ''Song::- of Spring" 

Songs: "Red Red Robin," "April Showers" 

13. POLrSH- AMERICAN STRING BAND 

Captain : Walte1· Krop 

Theme : "Salute to the Nation" 

Songs: ··stan' and Stl'ipes Forever," "Anni­
ver::;ary Waltz" 

14. UPTOWN STRING BAND 
Captain: Rohert W. Runkle, Jr. 

Theme: ''Carousel" 

Songs: "Carousel,". "If I Love You" 

15. quAKE R C£TY STRING BAND 

Captain: Ray Endris::-

Theme: ''Under the Big Top" 

Songs: "Man On Flying Trapeze," "Clown 

Mclocly" 

16. JOSEPH A. FERKO STRING BAN D 

Captain: Joseph A. Ferko 

Theme.: "My Fair Lady" 
Songs: "On the Street Where You Live," 

"Get Me to the Church on Time" 



uy ou haven't heard real High Fidelity 

until you hear High Fidelity by 

The Incomparable 

P~IV 
••• Styling, Quality of Performance, and an assembly of exclusive advanced 

features that can't be matched at three times the cost. 

WORLD'S ONLY RADIO WITH EVERY PART GUARANTEED FIVE YEARS 
The only 

\ • Fits in your palm Transistor ~ 
o Pocket size 

• Instant play- radios that o Proved printed 
Philco anywhere 

play on Phil co circuitry 

Transistor • Big table-radio 
ordinary y ;T Transistor o Private Ostening 

Model T·7 tone Model T-500 jack 

o 5 year guarantee flashlight • Break-resisting 

$69o95 batteries $44.95 cabinet 

Come in and see all these Phi/co Products 

at the following Philadelphia Deolers 

North Philadelphia 

LIPPY'S 

30th and lehigh Avenue 

WORLD STORES, INC. 

5610 N. Broad Street 

Frankford-Kensington Area 

J. J. HONE, INC. 

7100 Frankford Avenue 

and 

4363 Frankford Avenue 

West Philadelphia 

WORLD STORES, INC. 

52nd and Baltimore Avenue 



MUMMERS' 

SUMMER 

SPEI:TAI:LE 

FRIDAY NIGHT - JUNE 6, 1g50 
{Rain Date : June 13) 

8 P.M. 

General Admission- $1.00 Children Under 12 Admitted Free 

Tickets ate available at all String Band Headquarters, the Central City 

Ticket Office (1422 Chestnut St.), Gimbels (9th and Market Sts.) and 

1518 Walnut St., Room 1001. 
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across the nation, Seagram's 7 Crown w ill add more pleasure to more glasses than 

any other whiskey in the world. We hope your g lass w ill be among them. 

S ay Sengcnm's an.d b e Suce 
O F .Alv.CEFUCAN" WI:-JISI<EY .Kr ITS F I NEST 

SEAGRAM· DISTILL ERS COMPANY, NEW YORK CITY. BlENDED WHISKEY. 86 PROOF. 65% OR A l ~ NEUTRAL SPIRITS. 



( 2849 S. 11th St. ) 

Harry R. Chaffinch .................... President 

Thomas Napoleon ................. Vice-President 

David Jackson .. ...... Treasurer-Financial Secretary 

John McCracken .............. Recording Secre tary 

Richard Parker ........................ Captain 

Thomas l eonard . . • . . • . . . . . . . . Sergeant-at-Arms 

lorry l ovell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... Co-Captain 

James White . . . . . . . . . ................ Ste wa rd 

Chartered in 193(), the Oregon Association has 

become famous in Mummers' circles because of its 
hwish ' 'chen ille work." 

('aptHin Dick Pa rker, who cioes the embroider­
ing practically unaided, starts his work in April 

ancl other club members add lhe sequ ins, spangles, 
rosettes and maribou trim. 

The Oregon Association is a neighborhood or­
ganization, and many ladies participate in the 

preparation of costumes and in preparing a lav­

is h party for the youngsters who serve as page 
boys on New Year's Day. 

J!l.)R TH E ~1E - ' 'STA R .' ON PARADE" 

Captain . .. His is a foUl·-section cape requir­
ing 65 page boys. Cape contains at least 5000 

red and white rosebuds Hnd has been a consistent 
first-place winner. 

Music ... F ou r bands supply marching mus ic 

for the 1000 who march unde r the Oregon banner. 
Brigades ... The Jokers Brigade, who hac! com­

pilecl an enviable four-str aight first-place r ecord 
through 1957, will be attired as Navajo Medicine 

:\ten in brilliant gold Indian costume.c; with multi­
coloJ· sequ ins forming intricate Indian design~. 

The headdress will be buffalo heads topped with 
a four-foot sunburst su r1·ounded with blue and 
J.!Oid Indian feathers. The entire costume will be 
lrimmed with blue and gold fringe. 

Captnin Joe Walters will wear a white bridnl 
sa t in set off with gold-sequined cloth, a white 

buffalo-head wi th a s ix-foot headdress set off 
with hundreds of white Indian feathers backed 

h~ · :o;mallcr J!old feathers. Co-captain Bucky Wal­
tcl·s . aJ!e five. will be costumed just like his clad. 
~T E'mhers of the brigade will carry authentic In­
dian copesticks and perform the Navajo Medi­

cinE' Men "Ceremonial Dance." 



q-n11te,. O~e,.6,.cck ~ t,.itt9 811ttt/ 
C62nd & Lancaster Ave. ) 

Harry Straub ........................ . . Captain 

T. Clark ............... . ............. Secretary 

J . Venuto ........................... Treasurer 

D. Piciulo .. ................ .... Musical Director 

V. DeAngelo ....................... Drill Master 

The Greater Overbrook String Band is led by 

Captain HatTY Straub, a marching Mummer for 
43 years and Overbrook's leader for the past 
seven. 

U)58 THEME-"1'HE TANGO'' 

Costume ... Tribute to Rudolph Valentino 
... black flat-lopped tango hat. black and white 
striped shirts, black pants, leather belt with 
decorations, bandanas. Headpice of white plumes 
with black tips. 

Captain ... Will wear all white su it s imilar 
to bandsmen, although headpiece will be much 
larger. 

l\Ius ic . . . "1\tandolino," ''G1·een Eyes,' ' '·La 
Chocola," "La Comparsita," "Yalentino Tango." 

~ 



(2808-10 E. Allegheny Ave. ) 

Joseph Jankowski .................... President 

John Baukus ..................... Vice-President 

Stanley Gogoj ............... Recording Secretary 

William Batcheller ............ Financial Secretary 

John Fritz ........................... Treasurer 

Chuck Cianowski .............. . Sergeant-at-Arms 

Walter Krop .......................... Captain 

Edward Skowronski ............. ... Asst. Captain 

Benjamin Sitek ................. Musical Director 

Robert Michaels ....... . .. . Asst. Musical Director 

Twcnt~·-five yean; ago. Joseph Jankowski 
founded the Poli~h-Amel'ican String Band and he 

~till is president. During the CLuarter century the 
band has grown to become one of the most suc­

cessful organizations in th.e country. The band 
won first prize in 1941, 1949, 1952, 1954, and 1955. 

l\Iany top names in music both locally and na­

tionall~· g-ot their start with this band. 
This training-. in recent years under the direc­

tion of Captain \\'alter Krop, must be rigorous 
to produce such outstanding perf01·mances a~ the 

now-lengendm·y :Mexican Hat Dance w·hich 
marked the first lime an entire band danced up 

Broad Street. Add to thi~ fine drilling the toe­
tapping rhythms the band is noted for and you 

ha\'e the famous Polish-American String Band. 

195. THEME-·' 'AL UTE TO THE N ATION '' 

ln celebration of its silver anniversary, the 

band will present "Polish-Amer ican Salutes Our 

Nation On Our Anniversary ." 
Music ... "Stars and Stripes Forever," "Anni­

versary \Valt.z." "You'r t> A Grand Old Flag." 
C'ostume ... The bandsmen will be attired in 

red, white, and blue, military-type uniform~. Their 

headpieces, five feet high, will feature two ~e­

quined flags surrounded by 48 enormous powder 

blue plumes. 
In presenting this theme the band hopes to 

give honor to the country which has been so good 

to it during these past 25 years. 



(830 S. Front St. ) 

Joseph Purul . ........ ... . ...... . . .. . President 

Fra nk Stermel . .. .. .. . ... . . .. ..... Vice-President 

Fra nk Soda ...... . .. . ..... . .. . ..... . . Treasurer 

Joseph Burke .... . ..... ... ..... . . ... . Secre tary 

This is the 22nd marching year for the Purul 
Comic Club which was organized in April, 1936. 

1958 THEME-"MOBY DICK 
AND ROCK 'N ROLL" 

Moby Dick float is a whale 30 feet long. The 
mouth opens and closes and eyes blink on and 
off. Water squirts from the spout about 10 feet 
into the air. This float was built by t he Nazareth 
Youth Organization headed by Vincent Ferraro. 

The Rock 'n Roll float shows dolls dancing to 
the rock 'n roll music and Elvis P resley at t he 

2-4 Hour Towing Service 

GRanite 4-8200 

HARLEE AUTO BODY CO. 
Complete 

Wreck Rehabilitators 

Stole 

Inspection 

DAVE Dl FILIPPO 

1139 SOUTH 58th STREET 
PHILADELPHIA -43, PA. 

LUCY'S COSTUMER 
129 NORTH 13th STREET 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rittenhouse 6-4570 

SCOTT SMITH CADILLAC CO. 
BROAD ST. & RIDGE AVENUE 

Philadelphia, Po. 

QUAKER CITY FELT COMPANY 
1734-36 LUDLOW STREET 

Philadelphia 3, Po. 

Telephone: Rl 6-6995 



{ 1943-45 S. 3rd Street) 

John Walsh .... ...................... Pre sident 

Tony Napp ...................... Vice-President 

Ray Endriss .............. Captain and Treasurer 

Joseph Devine ....................... Secretary 

John Adgate ................ Recording Secretary 

John Mayer .................... Musical Director 

George Myers, Sr. . ......... A sst. Musical Dire ctor 

Theresa Diorisio ...................... Costumer 

Winner of the coveted nrst prize among string 
bands during its 25th anniversary in 1956, the 
Quaker City String Band added to its laurels by 
being featured Saturday afternoons through 1957 
on the "Big Top" circus show over WCAU-TV 
(Ghru1nel 10). 

195 THEME-"UNDE R THE BIG TOP'' 

Costume . . . Black leather boot effect fool­
wear, breecbes of white material with gold thread, 
shirts of white ~ tipper satin with hand made 
"stud" of silver sequjns accompanied by red 
sequin bow-tie; red sequin tailcoats trimmed with 

black sequin lapels with hand made and sequin­
covel·ed buttons, cuffs of black leather covered 
with sequins, high hats, hand made and covered 
with black sequins, each fitted and made by milli­
ner. Inside of each cape blue slipper satin with 
sequjn edging. Back of capes wiiJ be vari-colored. 
Each line will have a different motif of black 
leather. Hand-sewn on back of cape which will 
depict a circus act. Gape will end with shoulder 
piece illustrating a circus tent from the front and 
back. The dome of the tent will be of velvet. The 
tent poles will be topped with gold balls and three­
colored flags will fly from the poles. In the front 
and back of the tent will be a band-made star 
worked into the design, and the tent scallops are 
all hand made and trimmed with sequins. All 
suits are fitted and tailored by hand. 

The men will march in ranks of eight across 
and eight Jines deep. Each line will be a different 
cil·cus act: Line 1. Ringmasters; 2, equestrian act; 
3, clowns; 4, trapeze; 5, elephants; 6, lions; 
7. seals; 8. bicycles. 

As the band approaches the judging area they 
will go in I o a formation to depict the circus par­
ade. They v.;u pla.v the introduction to "Entrance 
of the Gladiators," commonly called "Thunder 
and Blazes," and the "circus" show will begin. 

Musical numbers . . . "Thunder and Blazes," 
"Rodeo," "Be a Clown," "Man on the Flying 
Trapeze," "Pink Elephants," "Roar Lion, Roar," 
"Good News," "Dance of the Clowns,'' "June 
Night," "Hi Neighbor,'' "Happy Days Are Here 
Again," "SmHe, Darn You, Smile," "I Know That 
You Know." 

Musical Director ... black uniform trimmed in 
white. 

Captain . . . white boots, white slipper satin 
breeches trimmed with gold scrolls, slipper satin 
shirt with sequin stud, mother of pearl sequins 
coat with silver sequins on lapels and cuffs, silver 
high hat, multi-color plumes on top of shoulder 
piece. Tent top of velvet trimmed with banners 
to match colors of the members' capes, silver 
ba1Js on tent tops. Set of animals hanging from 
wires wm appear to be going around his head. 
These animals will be hand made and stuffed. 
The.v will be made of silver. All trim is hand made 
and hand sewn on costume. 

Color guard .. . regular white military suits. 



( 1554 S. Ettinq Street) 

James Donaghy ....................... Captain 

Edward Carter ............. . ........ ·. President 

Carl Rolette ................... . Musical Director 

James Moran ...................... Drill Master 

Harry Murray ....................... Secretary 

John O' Brien ........................ Treasurer 

William Campbell .............. Business Manager 

Robert Hall ................... Publicity Director 

The South Philadelphia String Band, led by 
Jim Donaghy and his just as gaily-costumed son, 
marches in competion in memory of several de­
ceased members who served the organization with 
distinction for a number of years. Donaghy is 
the youngest captain in the string band division. 

1958 THEME-"SONGS OF SPRING" 

Costume . . . satin of cherry blossom pink, 
apple blossom white, mint green with gold se­
quins, gold lame and floral headpiece. There will 
be 56 playing members. 

Captain ... white and gold costume with more 
than 12 dozen headpiece plumes. President will 
march in front of band in gold tuxedo and carry 
a cane. 

Music ... "Red Red Robin," "ApriJ Showers," 
"Trees," "In The Shade of The Old Apple Tree," 
"Oh What a Beautiful Morning," "June Night," 
"Cherry Blossom Time" and "Spring Time in the 
Rockies." 



(1911 Morris Street) 

William Mink ........................ President 

Adam Quaglia ........................ Captain 

John J . Ranagano .........•.......... Treasurer 

James McKnight ................ Musical Director 

Philip Peschi ....................... Drill Master 

Gerald Vite lli ........................ Secretary 

The Trilby Sll·ing Band has come to be known 

as "The Oldest Band with the Youngest Mem­
bers" because of the large percentage of teenagers 
in its ranks the past few years. 

But the "bunch of kids," as many oldtimers 
dub them, can hold their own with any oldster 

on New Year's Day. This was proven last year 
when Trilby was accorded several honors while 

playing in the sub-freezing temperature. 
Trilby, organized in 1900, made much progress 

in 1957. The group's clubhouse, at 1911 ·Morris 

Street, was enlarged and redecorated. Members, 
their farnilie:- and friends have a fine hall where 
they can attend social, musical and fraternal 

affairs. 

195 THEME- "GLO-WORl\1'' 

Costume ... Jacket and pants of yellow and 

black satin trimmed with black net and embel­
lished with black and gold sequins. Antenna of 
Glo-\Vorm (or Firefly) extends from crown of 

hat. Cape is designed and trimmed to represent 
body of Glo-\Vorm while backpiece is designed 

like worm's wings in gold mesh trimmed with 
black and gold sequ ins. Wings are surrounded 
by yellow plumes tipped in black. 

Captain ... Suit is more elaborate but with 
similar design. 

Musical numbers ... "Gio-Worm," "You Do 
Something To Me," "June Night." 

Drill consists of dance steps and rhythmic 
movements to fit pattern of music. 



(516 W. Lehigh Ave. ) 

Robert W. Runkle, Sr. . ................ President 

Clifford Johnson, Jr. . ........... Business Diredor 

Chris Frye .................. Recording Secretary 

Franny Beatty .................. Musical Diredor 

Robert W. Runkle, Jr. . ................. Captain 

James L. Beatty, Sr. . .............. Vice-President 

John Herold ......................... Treasurer 

Carl H. Heere ................ Financial Secretary 

The Uptown String Band is an outgrowth of 
the original unit that was formed in 1937 with 

a membership of eight. Today, the bands boasts 
74 members. 

Uptown has been in the top prize group for a 
mrmber of years and in 1957 took first place­
dudng its 20th anniversary year. 

Uptown has a tremendous banquet for all its 
New Year's Day marchers and also participates in 
the Mummers' Bowling League. 

Uptown also has made a number of records, in­
cluding two very recent ones, "Liberty Bell" and 
"Someday." President Eisenhower sent the group 
a congratulatory letter on the "Liberty Bell" 
1·ecord. Uptown's first fame on records came in 

1947 with "Four Leaf Clover." The band, inci­

dentally, has been known as the "Four Leaf 

Clover Band" and the "Ambassadors of Good­
will and Good Fellowship." 

Uptown constantly is called upon for out-of­
town engagements. Captain Bob Runkle, Jr. , has 
led the band since 1939. 

1958 THEME-"CAROUSEL" 

Costume . . . Color basically American Beauty 
trimmed in silver and Aqua overlaid with em­

broidered nylon net with white appliqued horses. 
Cape is nylon embroidered net and headpiece con­

sists of fully mechanized unit representing a 
carousel, which is composed of four rotating white 
horses with jeweled and beaded overhanging 
canopy topped with cluster of rotating plumes of 

American Beauty and White Roses. 
Music . . . "June Is Bustin' Out All Over," 

"Carousel," "Clambake," "If I Love You." 
Drill . . . Movements representing Carousel in 

motion. 

Captain ... Similar but more elaborate costume. 



(218 St. James Street) 

William Doyle, Sr. . ................... President 

Frank Shay, Sr .. . ................. Vice-President 

Tony Fenda .......................... Secretary 

Harold McCallum ................. .. . . Treasurer 

William Doyle, Sr. . .................... Captain 

Some 700 men and two bands will make up the 
Wheeler contingent as the organization begins 
its 27th year of parading. 

The club was organized February 5, 1945 at 
the Philadelphia Naval Base and memorializes 
the late, beloved Buck Wheeler, who strutted as 
a Mummer for mo1·e than half a century. 

1958 THEME-"HEART OF LIDERTY" 
(Captains ) 

King Jockey . . . Harold McCallum, carrying 
a suit with eight foot spread and headpiece of 
yellow and blue horseshoes, eight feet high. Trio 
of jockeys have red, white and blue suits, seven 
feet high and with eight-foot spread. 

King Clown . . . Tony Fenda, a new suit with 
eight-foot spread and eight-foot headpiece. 

AI Runz will carry a suit of green and white 
tl'im; F rank Shay, J r ., one of blue and gold. Spe­
cial trim suits also will be carried by James Car­
ney, Billy Doyle, J r. 

Captain ... ·William Doyle, Sr., will carry the 
two-section captain's cape assisted by Ken Widdis 
and James Hoppold. The cape will be held by 24 

page boys dressed in blue, yellow and red. Suit 
will be 10 feet high, have eight-foot spread and 
headpiece will consist of Statue of Liberty sur­
rounded by shields of red, white and blue. Panels 
will be yellow with red hear ts. 

Brigade . . . Ray Don1er Bt'igade will march 
as part of Wheeler contingent. 

Show of Shows 

STRING BAND CONCERT 

CONVENTION HALL 

February 4th, 5th, 6th 

Sunday Matinee, February 16th 

and February 18th, 19th, 20th 

1958 

8:00 P.M. 

ALL SEATS RESERVED 

Tickets sold by 

String Band Members 



(6119 Woodland Ave.) 

David E. Anderson, Jr. . ................ Captain 

Joseph L. Bresset ................ Musical Director 

Edgar W. Middleton ................... Secretary 

John G. Lowe r ....................... Treasurer 

John R. Lundell ............... Financial Secretary 

Marching- in its 31st parade this year, the 
Woodland String Band has one of Mummery's 
finest records. 

Woodland has won second, third and fourth 
prize twice each in 31 years. On only four occa­
sions in the three ·decades has Woodland ever 
been out of the first ten. 

1958 THEME-"ROSE MARJE" 

Costume ... The 70 musicians are clad in metic­
ulously-constructed costumes of the best satin 
obtainable as the time-remembered stars of the 
operetta, The Mounties. The form-tailored jackets 
are of a custom-made scarlet satin, with collars 
trimmed in blue sequins, a crown of jewels 
adorned on each collar, and epaulets of blue sequins 
embellishing the brilliant tunic. The trousers, of 
cadet royal blue satin, are patterned after those 
of horse-mounted personnel, adorned with a 3-
inch stripe of dazzling gold sequins along the 
trouser seam. The trooper-style hats, as well as 
the leather boots and gloves are made of the finest 
leather obtainable. 

Captain ... David E. Anderson, Jr., winner of 
the coveted "Best-Dressed Captain's Award" in 
1956, will be dressed in a 12-foot replica of an 
Indian Totem Pole, engulfed in 10 dozen of the 
largest plumes available. Each plume will be 
centered with a string of hand-sewn sequins of 
many hues. The entire costume bas been hand­
sewn and designed by the captain. Each face rep­
resented on the pole will be lined with sequins. 

Music ... Especially arranged by our musical 
director, will include "Indian Love Call," "Totem 
Tom-Tom," "Canadian Sunset" and the feature 
number, "Rose Marie." 

At the completion of the feature number, the 
entire 70 musicians will simulate the difficult 
"Queen Anne Salute," the proud salute of the 
Woodland String Band. 

The Woodland String Band is led by a three­
generation body of active members. The band is 
captained by David E. Anderson, whos~ mascot is 
his son, David Anderson, 11. The third member 
is Chief Marshal David Anderson, Sr. 
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The string band music as played in the Mum­
mers Parades occupies a unique position in the 
American music world. Once heard, the haunting 
strains will never be forgotten; and, no matter 
where you may be, you will always I'ecognize the 
playing of these pieces and immediately associate 
them with the Mummers Parade. 

Each year, the various string band clubs en­
deavor to secure new musical selections, but they 
always keep coming back to those familiar airs 
which have always captivated the hearts of spec­
tators. Even before the dancing, cavorting Cap­
tains make their appearance, their presence is 
made known by the tunes which have been estab­
lished as their trademark. These selections have 
come down through the years and constitute a 
"Hit Parade" for all time to come. 

"0 Dem Golden Slippers" has come to be known 
as the march theme of the parade. "Stardust," 
"I'm Looking Over a Four-Leaf Clover," "Heart 
of My Heart," "Avalon," "Moonlight and Roses," 
"Margie," "April .Showers," "Look for the Silver 
Lining," and many others have catapulted their 
players into prize positions in any number of 
parades. Two of the favorite Mummers' songs 
were composed by John F . Towers, one of the 
oldest living Mummers today. They are "Honey­
boy" and "Scrap Iron" and are always played by 
one or more of the marching clubs. 

Mummers' music has been recognized as being 
as unique and exceptional in its construction as 
modern swing and calypso. It has a peculiar, dis­
tinctive, folksy quality all of its own. A string 
band today consists of banjos, guitars, and violins 
but also permits saxophones, clarinets, accordions, 
and lyres. However, electrical instruments, horns, 
or other amplifications are not allowed. 

Each year, the individual string bands en­
deavor to present unusual themes and practice 
various songs which will pertain to the particular 
theme. For many yeaTs, the familiar, "0, Dem 
Golden Slippe1·s," borrowed fl'om a spiritual song 
of long ago, has been the theme song of the 
marching Mummers. 

First utilized in the Mummers Parade in 1905 

when Charles Dumont, the "Old Minstrel Man,'' 
utilized it for several marching clubs. 

The first string band to participate in the Mum­
mers Parade was the T1·ilby String Band which is 
still in existence; a group which included Dr. 
Louis Samuels, John Wygand, and William Siebert 
organized in 1899 and named the club for the 
heroille of the novel of thai. name. They first pa­
raded in 1900 and marched until 1921. The club 
was re-m·ganized by Dave Nelson in February, 
1935, and J ack Towers is the only survivor of the 
o1·iginal group. 

Although now 85, Jack Towers is i11 fine physi­
cal shape and discusses the marchings of the past 
fifty-some yea1·s in a pleasant, witty, and alert 
manner. He recalls, as though it were yesterday, 
the manner in which the first string band parti­
cipated in the parade. 

In 1898, while working for SnellenbLu·gs De­
partment Store, he was discussing music with a 
fellow-worker by the name of John Wygand. Wy­
gand said that he played a banjo and together 
with three other friends constituted one of the 
"outstanding" quartets in the area. This was a 
statement not to be taken lightly by Jack Towers 
inasmuch as it just so happened that he played 
flute with a quartet who incidentally was also 
"outstanding." One word led to another and they 
decided to have a contest in order to determine 
who was not telling the truth. The arrangement 
was made and one evening the two quartets met. 
When Wygand's group was halfway through the 
fil'st contest number, the other quartet joined in 
aud played along. The winner-well, Jack Towers 
was now a member of the most "outstanding" 
octet in the area. 

The eight boys decided to band together into a 
g1·oup that would play at different affairs because 
in those days it was an easy, happy way of life 
and there were always numerous dinner parties, 
theaters, dances, koffee-klautches, cake parties, 
and a variety of other affairs where small en-
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sembles could make extra money. The first name 
they chose for the organization was "The Volun­
teers" because they were always ready to volun­
teer to play anywhere and at any time. 

Jack recalls vividly that for him it was always 
a matter of hustle-bustle. On Saturdays, he would 
work until noon at Snellenburgs and then away on 
his bicycle to the Essington Yacht Club, where 
the police boats were docked and numerous shad 
parties (in those days there was good fishing in 
the Delaware) were held on them. The octet 
would play music for the shad parties until four 
in the afternoon and then rush back to work at 
Snellenburgs until late in the evening. 

The fame of the group spread and, from time 
to time, new boys came to rehearsal and, as is the 
way with all musicians, joined in the music until 
finally they consisted of approximately thirty 
pieces. 

In 1902, they were asked by Bart McHugh, a 
local promoter of that era, to enter the New Year 
Mummers Parade. This they finally agreed to do 
and parade under the new name of "The Trilby 
Club." 

It is a most interesting story as to how they 
decided on this title. Many of the band members 
had been spectators at "The Svengali Show" at 
the old Walnut Street Theater, and they imme­
diately fell in love with the popular song "Alice 
Ben Bolt." When the show was over, they met 
and decided they would re-christen the band after 
the heroine of George DuMaurier's book "Trilby" 
and so, for the first time in the history of the 
Mummers Parade, the Trilby Band marched 
bravely up Broad Street dressed in their own 
homemade costumes, for whic'h they had paid 
the enormous sum of $25.00. They rolled their 
pants legs up short, wore white dusters with big 
buttons, big bow ties, ties, straw sailor hats with 
ribbon bands, and black faces. 
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The crowd loved them. In fact, the city fathers 
loved them and gave them their $25.00 back as 
a consolation prize because no provision had been 
made for this type of unit. 

A few years later, another string band was 
formed-"The Oakey"-and from then on many 
others followed suit. Jack Towers led the Trilby 
up Broad Street on New Year's Day in 1902 and 
on 21 other occasions. The last time was when he 
came back from serving overseas in the First 
World War, where he received injuries which 
caused a present deafness. 

But, despite the sumptuous costumes, the elab­
orate trappings, and the huge ensembles that to­
day delight Jack Towers' heart, we feel that as 
the strains of "0 Dem Golden Slippers" herald 
the beginning of another New Year's Parade Jack 
still sees and hears a small group of sturdy, gal­
lant minstrels bravely playing "Alice Ben Bolt" 
as their straw sailor hats flapped in the January 
breeze and they moved forward to make history 
within a history-making organization. 
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Show of Shows 

STRING BAND CONCERT 

CONVENTION HALL 

February 4th, 5th, 6th 

Sunday Matinee, February 16th 

and February 18th, 19th, 20th 

1958 

8:00 P.M. 

ALL SEATS RESERVED 

Tickets sold by 

String Band Members 



· The Distaff Side of the Story • • 

In 1940, officials governing the 

Mummers Parade deviated from 

the traditional policy which for­

bids females from participating in 

the New Year's Parade when they 

issued a permit granting authori­

zation to a girls' band from Buf­

falo, New York, to parade with 

them during the Show of Shows 

given for the Republican National 

Convention. This opened the 

door and the next year they were 

swamped with requests and ap­

plications from girl bands in ev­

ery section of the country. In 

fact, two formidable female clubs 

turned up for the New Year's 

Parade equipped with banjos, 

mandolins, and violins and al­

most fought their way into the 

string band section. 

Each year finds some girl or 

woman determined that her sex 

will receive recognition through 

AREN'T TREY beautiful ? F~mal e imp~uonatorl 

Larry Crouch and Johnny Pallone of Wheeler 
Club. 

• 

participation in the New Year's 

Parade. The parade officials are 

constantly on the alert to prevent 

such females walking to fame by 

escaping detection. There is a 

long history of those who have 

been discovered and ejected. 

The first known successful 

trespasser was a well-known fe­

male newspaper columnist who 

in 1929 joined the parade dressed 

as an Eskimo. The bulky furs 

disguised her curves and she fin­

ished without detection. Her col· 

umn the next day was a very in­

teresting one as she related not 

only how she had paraded suc­

cessfully but had been able to 

decline numerous invitations to 

drink various concoctions and to 

smoke big, black cigars. 

In 1946, Mary Trotta. then of 

2513 E. Clearfield Street, marched 

in one of the bands playing a 

clarinet. 

On another occasion, Calli, 

daughter of Heap Big Indian Chief 

Chingachook, was ready to lend 

her talents to the procession. Dis· 

covery was made by Assistant 

Director George B. McClernand, 

Jr., who ruled she did not qualify, 

at least, for the Parade. The Chief 

was highly indignant, threatened 

Indian reprisals, and refused to 

march himself. 

Maybe some day the gate may 

be opened for the gals but at the 

present time they are represented 

by the numerous female imper­

sonators who lend a note of fem­

inine gaiety and color to this 

manly enterprise. 
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Parade Rules and Regulations 

Fancy Division 

1. All Clubs must have a Captain' s Cape 
with at least 20 page-boys. 

2. The best dressed groups must have at 
least twenty men in costume to compete 
lor and be eligible lor prizes. See Rule 14. 

3. No musical brigades are to be considered 
lor prizes; imitation musical brigades are 
also ineligible for prizes. 

4. Float.s will be allowed in the parade. but 

they must not be of a commercial nature. 

S. No costumes borne by vehicles with 
wheels will be permitted between Broad 
and Porter Streets and Broad aud Girard 
Avenue. Any suit being borne on wheels 
between these two points wUI be dis· 

qualified. 

6. All clubs must have at least one band 

of music of not less than 15 playing men. 

7. No horses will be allowed. 

8. Cards are to be handed to the judges 
by one man representing his own club 

at the judges stand. The cards must spe· 
cily what field the costume is in. ( Also. 
Mr. Kinee, not parading himself. will as· 

sist the judges by explaining to them 
the various costumes heading into the 
judges' stand.) 

9. Costumed or uniformed bands are not 
to be judged lor p rizes. They will only 

supply the music lor the line of march. 
No string bands will be permitted tor 

laney clubs . 

10. All costumes must start at Broad and Por· 
ter Streets and finish at Broad and Girard 
Avenue to qualify lor prizes . 

11. The handsomest costumes are to consist 
of only one suit to be carried by only 
one man. 

12. The juvenile classification must consist 
of one suit, carried by only one child and 
not included in any other groups or classi· 
lico1ion. The age limit for juvenlle3 must 
range from 12 years or under. 

13. The Captain o.l each Club will be held 
responsible for the conduct of the mem· 
hers of his club and the execution of the 
above rules and requlations. Violations 
w ill result in the disqualification for prizes. 

14. Brigades will be judged as follows: New 

suits or costumes will take preference 
over any old suit or costume. or any suit 
tha1 was on Broad Street before. All new 
suits or costumes will be judged FrRST. 
followed by used suits. Cards handed to 
Judges must specify new or old . 

15. All Brigades will be judged on the point 
system. The points being: 70% lor beau· 
ty of costume, and 30% lor presentation 
of theme. 

16. Each fancy Club is to be judged on the 
poin t system. Each individual pri:~:e would 
receive so many points ( to be determined 
by the judges.) The Club with the high· 
est number of points will receive First 

Prize. etc. 

17. Any protest or infraction of the above 
rules must be submitted to an Aide. w.}lo 
wiU forward said protest to the judges 
lor their ruling on whether a costume in 

question is an infraction of the rules. 

18. The only automobiles to be permitted in 
each club's line of march are as follows: 
One auto in front of the Club. ( Banner 
Auto) . One Auto for each Brigade. One 
car at the end of the parading Club. 

Comic Division 

I. Each club must have a captain's cape 
with twelve page·boys or more. and the 
cape must be carried and not on wheels. 

2. Each club must have two or more bands. 

3. Each club must have 100 or more men 

in line. 

4. No horses will be allowed in the parade 
unless pulling floats. 

S. Smearing the faces of spectators a lonq 
the line of march and other improper con· 
duct will not be permitted. 

6. No horseback riding . 

7. Club capta:in will be held responsible for 
the conduct of his club. 

String Band Division 

1. Band must have 48 players in the line. 
but no more than 10 other membe.rs at 
any point of the compass, either vertical 
or horizontal. ( In suits - this does not 
mean marshals or service men.) 

2. No floats will be allowed. 

3. No string band shall be more than one 
block in back of the preceding one; if so. 
it may hurt the standing for a prize. 

4. No brass or cup instruments such as: 
trombones. French horns. etc. shall be 
allowed. 

S. Each band shall be allowed four min· 
utes in front of the judges' stand. 

6. The following system shall be carried out 
for the judging of the siting bands: 40 
points for music. 40 points for costumes. 
and 20 points lor presentation. 

7. A string bond shall be allowed one 
pleasure car carrying a banner and a 
sign in front of the car; also a closed car 
for the rear ol the band. No extension 
on the sides or back; nothing to extend 
above the car or above the banner. 

8. AmpiUication. either on instruments or in 

any way connected with the s tring band. 
is absolutely forbidden. 

9. No animals of any kind allowed. 

10. Any string band wearing old suits must 
get last prize. 
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SHORT SHOTS 

The real student of Mummer lore recognizes the many niceties, the 

stringent rules and regulations that go into the operation of a successful dub. 

The Fancy Club Division, especially, has through the years developed 
a series of traditional costumes that are highly specialized and fall into 
strict categories, which to the uninitiated, bear strange names. ln the 
Fancy Division, the prize winning club is that organization which, in the 
opinion of the judges, ha.s the most beautiful costumes overall, has an 
outstanding number of participants, does not exceed the time limit in 
passing before the judges' stand and displays sportsmanlike and not 
rowdy behavior. The Captain's "Canopy" or Cape is generally the club's 
masterpiece and has attained an overall length of sixty to seventy feet 
in four sections, requiring as many as sixty pageboys to carry it by its 
"points." This cape displays a theme, and the judges decide how well 
the motif has been carried forth. King Clowns, King Jockeys, Trios of 
Clowns and Jockeys and Handsome Trim costumes are typical Fancy 
Club suits. These me the large framed creations, sometimes attaining ::x 
width of eight feet and a height of ten, which are carried by one man who 
must support the costume's weight unassisted. King Clown can be iden­
tified by the painted effect of his face, A Trio of Clowns are three clowns 
dressed alike. King Jockey is usually wearing a jockey cap, but his iden­
tifying symbol are the gorgeous horseshoes adorning his headpiece; the 
same apply also to a Trio of Jockeys. A Handsome Trim suit is a framed 
creation which does not fall into the above descriptions; it is usually a 
very large suit, most elaborately embellished and adorned. All the 
framed suits are made up of vivid satin panels which have been em­
broidered in bold woolen threads in leaf and flower patterns. The patterns 
have then been adorned with sequins and satin rosebuds, and the whole 
creation trimmed in colored maribou. 

The Fancy Clubs will present unframed suits also and among these 
categories are seen the Trio Pantomime Clowns, whose faces are painted 
like clowns, but whose suits are not framed. The Handsomest Costume 
is a suit which is judged on the overall beauty and the development of 
the theme chosen by the individual wearing it. This suit is also most 
lavishly decorated. The Special Mention suit, not quite so lavish, is also 
judged on the development of its theme. Self explanatory are the Female 
Impersonators, who are judged on the beauty of their costumes, make-up. 
and individual beauty; and the Juveniles, who must be under twelve 
years of age and compete on the beauty of the costume and its originality. 
A Fancy Club Brigade is made up of a troupe of not less than twenty 
costumed men who carry forth a specific theme. Any use of wheels for 
bearing any costume is strictly prohibited. 

ln the Comic Division, the Captains carry a cape which is not elaborate 
as in the Fancy Clubs, but instead carries forth <l' theme of current or 
comical interest. There are numerous brigades in the Comic Division, 
each made up of fifteen or more men. They must be dressed alike and 
feature a certain theme or activity. The definitions of Comic Division 
categories can be guessed from their names, and these funsters leave no 
doubt as to who or what they are lampooning. 

In the String Band Division, each unit must have 48 players in line. No 
floats are allowed and they are not permitted to utilize brass instruments 
such as trombones, French horns, etc. Those marching in this line must 
observe fine ethics, such as, be more than one block in back of the pre­
ceding band in order not to mar their musical arrangement by playing in 
a loud or unseemly manner. 
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Philadelphia 
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As one watches the magnificent 

spectacle of the Philadelphia 

Mummers Parade, the thought in­
stinctively comes, "How did they 

start; what did they look like, and 

how did it feel to be a Mummer 
in those days?" 

It is generally conceded that 

the idea of Mummery was first 

brought to this country by emi­

grants from various European na­
tions. Among them were the 

Swedes who settled near Phila­

delphia in what is now known 
as Tinicum. One of the Swedish 
old-world h a b i t s was to visit 

friends on December 26th, offi­

cially known as "The Second 

Day Christmas," and extend this 

visiting and attendant festivities 
until the New Year, January l. It 

appears that they bad so much 

fun in doing this that they wanted 

to share their good cheer with 

their neighbors so they ventured 
forth into "The Neck," as South 

Philadelphia was called even in 

those days. 
The Swedes had a series of 

pantomime miracle plays which 

featured the pursuit of man and 

woman by the devil. There would 
always be quite a struggle but 

invariably the devil would be 
thrust back into bell, and as soon 

as this worthy adversary was de­

feated it was the signal for a 

general unmasking and rewards 
of food and drink for players and 

non·players alike. This masquer· 

ade made such a hit with the in­
habitants of "The Neck" that they 

decided to enter int9 the spirit of 

the affair themselves. Many of 

the male celebrants disguised 
themselves in black face, wom­

en's dresses and grotesque trap­

ping~ and assembled in groups 
to venture into Philadelphia pro­

per, waking the neighbors, shoot­

ing guns. kissing pretty girls, and 

dancing and singing until morn­
ing. This habit of gun-shooting 
earned the Mummers the still­

prevalent nickname of "The New 
Year's Shooters." 

Henry Muhlenberg, who estab· 

lished the Lutheran Church in 

America, wrote in 1839, "Met men 

on the roads in Tinicum and King­
sassing who were disguised as 

clowns shouting at the top of their 
voices and shooting guns." 

The Mummers or Shooters then 
decided that they might a s well 

turn their antics into more lucra­
tive channels. Each group ap­

pointed a leader who bore the 

title of "Speech Director." He was 

chosen upon the basis of his fine 

singing voice, his glib tongue, 

or in many cases, his threatening 

appearance. The group would 
come to a house. line up, and 

bring the occupants to the door 

by shouting, banging pans, or 
shooting guns. They would go 

into their favorite act which al­

ways had certain improvised 

dance steps similar to the cake-

walk that the Mummers now use 

consistently in their Annual Par­

ade. At the end, the Speech Di­

rector would step forth and speak 
his little piece. Some of them 

have come down to us through 
the years: 

"Here we stand before your 

door 

As we stood the year before. 

Give us whiskey, give us gin, 

Open the door and let us in." 

There is a more virile version 
than that one which goes: 

"We take liberty to come on 
your land 

With guns and pistols in our 

band. 

We have shot and played 

For those who have let us in. 

With stories and brass band 

music we begin, 

Don't get excited or amazed 

When you see our powder 

blaze. 

With shooting and music we 
all admire, 

What don' t snap will surely 
lire." 

Even as today, the early Mum­

mers would try to impersonate 

famous characters and who but 
General George Washington was 

considered any more popular. 
With the Speech Director dressed 

to resemble an exaggerated like­

ness to the "Great Father of Our 

Country," the Mummers would 

knock on the door and while his 

~ompanions in the background , 
would parade in the manner of 

the ragged Continentals, the lead­
er would start off : 

"Here am J, great Washington, 

On my shoulder I carry a gun." 

This was usually sufficient to 
receive copious quantities of food 
and drink. 

~ontinued on next page 



I he Philadelphia Mummer Storr 

Another less known character 

but still popular in Mummery was 

"Humpback Jack," whose story 

went : 

"In comes I old Humpback /acJc 
With me wife and family on 

me back. 

In comes I who ain' t been yet 

With my great head and little 
feet 

Me head is great, my feet is 

small 
So I'll tell you a tale to please 

you all." 

Humpback Jack would then tell 

his story and collect according 

to its merits and appreciation. 

Another character was dressed 

in a manner that is believed to 

be the forerunner of the present 

Uncle Sam and was known as the 

traditional "Cooney Cracker." His 

doggerel went like this: 

"Here come I, old Cooney Crac· 

ker, 

I swear to Gawd my wife 
chews terbacJcer, 

A pipe is good, cigars are 

better, 

Buy me some grog and I' 11 
write you a letter." 

It was a smart man who recog· 

nized the Mummers and invited 

them in for refreshments, because 

if he refused they would more 

than likely come in anyway and 

act somewhat boisterously into 

the bargain. 

As time went on, the Mummers 

grew bolder and now they pene­

tra1ed into the very heart of Wil· 

liam Penn's Quaker City. The 

most desirable spots to be visited 

were the grog shops along the 

wa1erfront and t he beautiful 

sweet-smelling bakeries on Mar· 

ket Street. Huge, special cakes 

would be prepared by the bakers 

and presented to the best-per· 

forming groups. This is where 

the present-day saying of "He 

takes the cake" originated and 

means that you were the best of 

the group. 

An old Quaker family gives 

this interesting record of the 

Mummers: 

"It was considered the proper 

thing in those days to give the 

leading Mummers a few pounds 

as a dole which in the language 

of the present time they would 

'pool' and buy cakes and beer. 

It was also regarded as the right 

thing to do to invite them into the 

house and regale them with 

mulled cider or small beer and 

homemade cakes. It was con· 

sidered a great breach of de­

corum or of etiquette to address 

or otherwise recognize the Mum­

mer by any other than the name 

of the character he was assum· 

ing. I remember a little girl who, 

with all the curiosity of her sex, 

had discovered a neighbor's boy 

in the party, and with childish 

impetuosity broke out with, 'I 

know Isaac Simmons - tha1 is 

not George Washington.' The de­

parture from the proprieties of the 

occasion was made the subject 

of comment on many returning 

holidays." 

As well can be imagined, many 

people in the staid Quaker City 

of Brotherly Love were not in 

favor of ·the spirit of carnival and 

carouse especially. The Mum­

mers- in their various disguises 

would carry stockings filled with 

white flour and one of their fa· 

vorite pastimes was to belt the 

stolid gentry across the back. In· 

asmuch as these individuals in-

variably wore dark clothing, the 

flour-filled stockings would leave 

white welts which were difficult 

to erase from the coat - and in· 

cidentally from the pride and 

the mind of the receiver. 

In view of the high feeling pre­

vailing in 1808 against the Mum­

mers, the Pennsylvania Legisla· 

ture passed a rule that "masquer· 

ades, masked balls, and masked 

processions were public nui· 

sances." A violation of this or· 

dinance provided fines and im· 

prisonment and remained upon 

the statute books of the Common· 

wealth until its repeal in 1859. 

However. in all justice to the law­

makers, we must say there was 

not a single .instance of a con· 

viction under this unpopular 
statute. -·-SOME OF THE EARLIEST COS-

TUMES worn by the celebrators 

were white cloaks and high silk 

hats. Then they went into white 

shirts and white trousers and this 

was followed by placing chicken 

feathers in their high silk hats 

and adorning their shoulders 

with rosettes and tinsel. -·-
DURING THE WAR, the Mum· 

mers Clubs were hard hit by the 

draft, but in 1941, one thousand 

Mummers registered in a body at 

City Hall for police duty in the 

event of an air raid. -·-
MEMBERS RECEIVED PRIZES 

TOTALING $1,725 for marching 

in the first formal New Year's 

Parade on Broad Street, January 

1, 1901. The first award went to 

the Elkton Association among the 

Fancy Clubs and the Whitecaps 

won first honor among the Comics. 
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The First Mummers' Parade 

The Philadelphia Mummers 

started in the first Swedish Set­

tlers' community in 1654 when 

groups dressed in outlandish cos­

tumes would go from bouse to 

house. This practice grew in pop­

ularity and was picked up by 

the inhabitants of South Phila­

delphia which was known in those 

days as "The Neck" As time 

went on. each neighborhood 

would organize their own Mum­

mers group and invade the city 

proper in order to get food, drink, 

and money. Finally, it was agreed 

in 1901 that all the Mummers 

would band together and have 

one big parade. This was the 

first official recognition by the 

city who also put up prize money. 

That year 42 clubs fell in line at 

Broad and Reed Streets to con­

test for these prizes and started 

the first Mummers Parade up 

Broad Street. 

An acount of the Mummers 

carnival did not make the first 

page because the importance of 

the affair was not recognized; 

however, a story was published 

that read as follows; 

"For two hours yesterday, al­

most to a minute, the official sec­

tion of Philadelphia represented 

by the public buildings was giv­

en over to mum.mery so fantas­

tic that the shades of the staid 

Quakers, who gave it its sobri­

quet, must have cloaked them­

selves in their gay winding sheets 

and stalked to bournes more se­

date. Beneath the eyes of Wil-

liam Penn, at the very knees of 

Stephen Girard, about the base 

of the Reynolds Statue, 3000 men 

and boys in outlandish garb fro­

licked, cavorted, grimaced, and 

whooped, while the Mayor and 

members of Councils. Judges and 

other officials, State and munici­

pal, looked on, laughed and ap­

plauded. How many thousands 

or ordinary mortals did the same 

thing no one could compute. The 

grand plaza about the City Hall 

and the streets converging were 

choked with people - a healthy, 

clean, orderly congregation. The 

city had put its official seal upon 

the mummery, the lawmakers 

were there as sponsors and di­

rectors, and from the windows of 

the courts of justice, wives and 

daughters of the Judges viewed 

and enjoyed the scene. 

The first club in line was the 

Silver Crown New Year's Asso­

ciation. The George A. Furnival 

Association followed together 

with the Elkton Association and 

the John F. Slater Association. 

This was known as the Fancy 

Division. 

Among the comics were such 

resplendent names as the "Dark 

Lanterns," the "Hardly Ables," 

"Early Risers," "Mixed Pickles," 

"White Turnips," "Katzenjammer 

Band," "White Caps," "Energe­

tic Hobos," "Red Onions," ''Ivy 

Leaf," "Corinthians," "Half and 

Half," and "Cucumbers." Every· 

one agreed that Philadelphia had 

never seen such a spectacle. 
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e The Pbilode/pbia New Year Shooters· 
and Mummers· Association strives to keep 
its New Yecu's Parade as original and 
modern as tomorrow. Still. the roots of 
this celebration ore deeply grounded In 
ancient traditions and customs. and your 
mummer ol today boll as his ancestor a 
Roman citizen w ho ljved in 400 B. C. In 
order that our public may bettor oppre· 
elate the historical slgnUiconce ot what 
be ob11erves today. we tolce pleasure in 
recounting this brief boclcground. 

ORICINS of MUMMERY 
Mummery goes bock into the realms of antiquity and ther'l 

are many suggestions advanced regorchng Its origin and purpose. 
In trying to analyze the moss of fiction and fact. it is definitely 

eatoblllhed that back in 400 B.C .. the citizens of the lloman Emplro 
honored the great God Solum in a aeriu of festive events known 
as tho Saturnalia. The purpose of tho celebration was lor tho 
reaping of the harvest. but today. any tenilic party is referred to 
by the same name and no reason is needed lor its start or con· 
tinualion. 

During the Roman period of Saturnalia. everyone tried to dreu 
In the garments of a class different from his own. Slaves would 
wear the finery of their masters and the latter In turn would don 
the ragged raiment of the slaves. This change of garb always 
"emed to exhilarate the individuals concerned. cares and troubles 
would be forgotten. the music would play. the dancing would start, 
and everyone would have on extraordinarily good lime forgetting 
to be themselves and indulging In pleoaures which would have 
otherwise been denied. 

Through the centuries. nation a lter nation bas seized upon 
tho slightest excuse by which tho people could enjoy themselves 
and engage in celebration. They gave diHerent names to the 
foatlvltles but they all had tho same purpose. 

One of the earliest merry·maklngs was the "Masque" celo· 
brated In Florence. Italy. It was also known as the Floronlino 
Carnival and was usually held prior to the start ol LenL The monks 
of tho Middle Ages. powerless to prevent these affairs. acquiesced 
to the same and designated tho merry·molcing period as a time 
given over to the "Lords of Mlarule and the Abbots of Unreason." 
Each particular neighborhood would provide floats and the most 
popular was the one depicting a g raveyard. At a qiven signal. the 
qrovea would open and celebrants dressed as skeletons would 
opeor singing: 

Dead we are as ye may see; 
Dead like us ye soon shall be. 
Once ourselves were just lilce ye; 
Soon yourselves shall be lilce we. 

Another song of tho time was one that sets forth the tempo of 
the whole oHoir: 

We dance and sing and prance and fling. 
·r.s grace !hot makes us glad. 
No greoler bliss con be than he 
Who piously goes mod. 
Then lei us all go mad, go mad. 
Tben lei tu all go mod. 

The .. Lord of Misrule" was another very famous carnival per· 
sonoge and in European countrlet would begin his reiqn at Hal· 
lowe'en and extend it until Candlemas Day. 

In England and in France. Shrove Tuesday and the Eve of 
Ash Wednesday were day• of celebration and mummery during 
which time people would get on stilts or place contraptions on their 
shoulders in order to give them height and Alort what was popU· 
larly known o.s the "Procession of Giants." 

Another origin of the present Mummers celebrations was tho 
"Feast of Fools" which Is celebrated a l Christmaatlmo in England. 
This usually begins the day alter Chri11tmos and extends from 
December 26 to January 6, which Is called "Twellth·nlght:• It was 
during this period of time that the Three Kings set forth to bring 
their gilts to the lnlant. and this fact called for the celebrators to 
dress in their conception of Eastern garb and go from bouse to 
house to either collect or give presents. 

A very Important post In England during these Twelfth·nlgbt 
festivities was the "Moster ol Revels." It was be who hod the 
right to designate what games would be played and to levy the 
forfeit for failure to perform sotlalactorily and to reward those who 
excelled In various linea of endeavor. 

Another claim Is that Mummery started in Holland and comes 
from the Dutch word, " Momme." meaning mask. There Ia no doubt 
that the Dutch and lho Germans engaged in this type, of entertain· 
ment and one of their famous songs sung while in mask woa: 

"To shorten wlnfer sadness 
See where the folks with gladness 
Disguised all ore coming 
Righi wantonly a·mumming." 

At the present time it is generally conceded that the oriqln 
of Mummery is seated In the person of King Momus. the Lord of 
Carnival gaiety and the spirit of devil·may-care. Originally. Momus 
was the ancient Greek god of censure and misrule. He delighted 
in ridiculing and making aport of everyone. much In the manner 
of the presenl·day Mummer. However. and beware. he fell ln love 
with the beautiful Aphrodite but because of his reputation for gad· 
abouting and lock ol decorum. she would have none of hla wooing. 
Tho story gees that Momus died of a broken heart but the o ther 
gods were merciful and permitted him to como bock to earth at 
certain tlmes to preside over periods of joyous celebration. many 
of which have been described In this article. 

When emigrants left the old world for the new. they brought 
with them their many customs of celebration and gaiety. and the 
Mardi Gras in New Orleans and the Mummers Pa rade in Pblla· 
delphia are but two outstanding examples of this old·world 1nnuence. 
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An old fashioned whisky­

The mild taste tells the story 
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