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@® The Philadelphia New Year Shooters’
and Mummers’ Association sirives to keep
its New Year's Parade as original and
modern as tomorrow. Still, the roots of
this celebration are deeply grounded in
ancient traditions and customs, and your
mummer of today has as his ancestor a
Roman citizen who lived in 400 B. C. In
order thal our public may better appre-
ciate the historical significance of what
he observes foday, we take pleasure in
recounting this brief background.

ORIGINS of MUMMERY

Mummery goes back into the realms of antiquity and there
are many suggestions advanced regarding its origin and purpose.

In trying to analyze the mass of fiction and fact, it is definitely
established that back in 400 B.C., the citizens of the Roman Empire
honored the great God Saturn in o series of festive events known
as the Saturnalia. The purpose of the celebration was for the
reaping of the harvest, but today, any terrific party is referred to
by the same name and no reason is needed for ils start or con-
tinuation.

During the Roman period of Saturnalia, everyone tried to dress
in the garmenis of a clase different from his own. Slaves would
wear the finery of their masters and the latter in turn would don
the ragged raiment of the slaves. This change of garb always
seemed to exhilarate the individuals concerned., cares and troubles
would be forgotten, the music would play, the dancing would start,
and everyone would have an extraordinarily good time forgetting
to be themselves and indulging in pleasures which would have
otherwise been denied.

Through the centuries, nation after nation has seized upon
the slightest excuse by which the people could enjoy themselves
and engage in celebration. They gave different names to the
festivities but they all had the same purpose.

One of the earliest merry-makings was the “Masque” cele-
brated in Florence, Italy., It was also known as the Florentine
Carnival and was usually held prior to the start of Lent. The monks
of the Middle Ages, powerless to prevent these affairs, acquiesced
to the same and designated the merry-making period as a time
given over to the “Lords of Misrule and the Abbots of Unreason.”
Each particular neighborhood would provide floats and the most
popular was the one depicting a graveyard. At a given signal, the
graves would open and celebrants dressed as skeletons would
apear singing:

Dead we are as ye may see;
Dead like us ye scon shall be.
Once ourselves were just like ye;
Soon yourselves shall be like we.

Another song of the time was one that sets forth the tempo of
the whole affair:

We dance and sing and prance and iling,
‘Tis grace that makes us glad,

No greater bliss can be than he

Who piously goes mad.

Then let us all go mad, go mad,

Then let us all go mad.

PA.

The "Lord of Misrule” was another very famous carnival per-
sonage and in Eurépean countries would begin his reign at Hal-
lowe'en and extend it until Candlemas Day.

In England and in France, Shrove Tuesday and the Eve of
Ash Wednesday were days of celebration and mummery during
which time people would get on stilts or place contraptions on their
shoulders in order to give them height and start what was popu-
larly known as the “Procession of Giants,”

Another origin of the present Mummers celebrations was the
“Feast of Fools” which is celebrated at Christmastime in England.
This usually begins the day after Christmas and extends from
December 26 to January B, which is called "“Twelfth-night.” It was
during this period of time that the Three Kings set forth to bring
their gifts to the Infant, and this fact called for the celebrators to
dress in their conception of Eastern garb and go from house to
house to either collect or give presents.

A very important post in England during these Twelfth-night
festivities was the “Master of Revels.” It was he who had the
right to designate what games would be played and to levy the
forfeit for failure to perform satisiactorily and to reward those who
excelled in various lines of endeavor.

Another claim is that Mummery started in Holland and comes
from the Dutch word, “Momme,” meaning mask. There is no doubt
that the Dutch and the Germans engaged in this type of entertain-
ment and one of their famous songs sung while in mask was:

“To shorten winter sadness

See where the folks with gladness
Disquised all are coming

Right wantonly a-mumming.”

At the present time it is generally conceded that the origin
of Mummery is seated in the person of King Momus, the Lord of
Camival gaiety and the spirit of devil-may-care. Originally, Momus
was the ancient Greek god of censure and misrule. He delighted
in ridiculing and making sport of everyone, much in the manner
of the present-day Mummer. However, and beware, he fell in love
with the beautiful Aphrodite but because of his reputation for gad-
abouting and lack of decorum, she would have none of his wooing.
The story gces that Momus died of a broken heart but the other
gods were merciful and permitted him to come back to earth at
certain times to preside over periods of joyous celebration, many
of which have been described in this article.

When emigrants left the old world for the new. they brought
with them their many customs of celebration and gaiety, and the
Mardi Gras in New Orleans and the Mummers Parade in Phila-
delphia are but two outstanding examples of this old-world influence.



The annual Mummers’' Parade is second to
none as a Philadelphia institution, and the
spectacular color and pageantry with which it
ushers in the New Year merits the applause
of countless thousands here in the City and
visitors from across the country.

Combining ancient traditions with modern
themes, the Parade has always proven to be
delightful entertainment for persons of every
age and from every walk of life. I am sure
that this year's performance will not be an
exception.

Needless to say, we in City jovernment are
proud to assist in making this outstanding pre-
sentation possible.

As for myself, it is a pleasure to welcome
the 1857 edition of the Mummers’ Parade, and
to extend to the members of the Association
my personal best wishes for a happy and pros-
perous New Year.

—RICHARDSON DILWORTH,
Mayer.




As an old Mummers' Parade fan and fol-
lower, I would like to take this opportunity to
extend a hearty welcome to the Mummers
for 1957.

The pageantry of King Momus, as exem-
plified in this famous New Year's Day Phila-
delphia parade, has become as much a part
of our City's tradition as the Mardi Gras in
New Orleans. The resplendent costumes and
intricate routines, to say nothing of the lively

and lilting musical accompaniments have
made the Mummers’ Parade an event, not only
local or regional, but national in importance.

I am looking forward, as I feel sure thou-
sands upon thousands of Philadelphians are,
to January 1, 1957, when, once agadin, the
Mummers will be “strutting their stuff'’ along
Broad Street.

JAMES H. J. TATE,
President, City Council



New Year's Day is greatly awaited by most Philadélphiuns
because it is synonymous with the Mummers' Parade.

This wonderful and festive Parade, with thousands of
marchers, has been established as one of the most outstanding
events that takes place in our City.

The fame of the New Year Shooters’ and Mummers' As-
sociation has spread, not only throughout the State, but the
entire nation.

Thousands of visitors pour into Philadelphia on New
Year's Day to see the Mummers in action.

We appreciate the fine entertainment and music that is
provided by the Mummers, not only on New Year's Day, but
throughout the year.

Qur best wishes go to the New Year Shooters’ and Mum-
mers’ Association for another successful Parade and again
we say “Thank you" for the splendid cooperation which ‘the
City receives from your organization.

—ROBERT W. CRAWFORD,

Commissioner of Recreation.

The Mummers’ Parade is one of the most outstanding
events held by the City of Philadelphia each year.

Because of keen rivalry between clubs, millions of spec-
tators from out-of-town and Philadelphia witness a more color-
ful and spectacular parade each year.

Philadelphia is proud and delighted to present this out-
standing event which is unparalleled anywhere in the country.

We are grateful to each member of all the Mummers’
Clubs, who spend their time and money to bring good will

and fame to the City of Philadelphia and happiness to millions
of men, women and children who enjoy this parade.

—LUKE E. FOLEY,

Assistant to the Commissioner of Recreation




I am delighted at receiving this opportunity of extending my personal
greetings to the officers and members of the Philadelphia New Year Shooters’
and Mummers’ Association on this occasion.

As a police officer, I have always been very happy in the small part I
have played over the years in making the annual New Year Parade a success,
and my door is always open to the representatives of this, the most unique
and incomparable organization of its kind in the country.

I feel confident I am expressing the sentiments of all the citizens of
Philadelphia when I say that we are extremely proud of this fine old Phila-
delphia tradition.

Congratulations and best of luck in the years to come.
—THOMAS ]. GIBBONS,

Commissioner,
Philadelphia Police Department




WiILLIAM M. LENNOX

SHERIFF
PHILADELPHIA COUNTY
cITY HALL

Happy New Year!

For those of us born and reared in
South Philadelphia there is always a warm
spot in our hearts for the "Shooters" and
the New Years Day Parade.

The long months of planning and hard
work are climaxed with one of America's
most colorful and spirited spectacles on
our town's Broad Street at the dawn of
each New Year.

Our citizens and folk miles away, thru
the medium of television, applaud and cheer
the men and organizations that welcome the
New Year in Philadelphia's own inimitable way.

William M. Lennox
Sheriff




POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROOM 227, CITY HALL, PHILADELPHIA 7. PA,

THOMAS J. GIBBONS
COMMISSIONER iN REPLY. REFER TO

Congratulations to the Philadelphia New Years!'
Shooters and Mummers Association for conducting another
splendid parade. Philadelphia is a city famous for its
many traditions and historical places. The New Years!
parade through the efforts of your group is becoming
one of Philadelphia's traditional events. This mag-
nificent spectacle draws visitors from all over the nation
to view it, and makes native Philadelphians happy and
proud of it. I wish you many future New Years' Days
of crisp, clear weather in which to stage your magnificent

parade.
adn. A

ALBERT N. BROWN
Deputy Commissioner




W=

THANKS

'o-.--

PHILADELPHIA’S
FINEST

Traditionally, the Philadelphia Police Department
is a major factor in the safeguarding of spectators, and
the movement of traffic, before, during and after a
Mummers’ Parade. Every Unit of the Department, from
the Detective Division to the Uniformed Forces, from
Policewomen to Motorized Maintenance, and from the
Police Academy to the Police and Fire Band, have per-
sonnel assigned to the Parade. Many hours of Police
planning are expended prior to the actual parade to
insure a safe, smooth operation. Assignments of
Policemen for handling intersection traffic, placement
of barricades to assist in crowd control, posting tem-
porary “No Parking” signs and enforcement of park-
ing regulations, and many other facets of Police plan-
ning and execution are necessary in order to permit a
parade, as large in scope as the Mummers' to be made
operative.

As certain as is the appearance of the fancy, comic
and String Band Divisions in the parade, so also is
certain the familiar sight of the Police and Fire Second
Alarmers Association Coffee Truck (manned by Ci-
vilian Volunteers who pay for the privilege) moving
slowly down Broad Street, before the parade arrives,
passing out Coffee “and” to the Police along the parade
route.

CHIEF INSPECTOR ALBERT J. TRIMMER
Police Department Oparations Commander

The safety of the spectators, especially children is
the paramount goal of the entire Police plan, along
with the concern for safety of all people and partici-
pants. Emergency Police Patrols are assigned at
many locations on a standby basis for medical trans-
portation if the need should arise.

The amount of lost children that the Police process
varies with the size of the crowd. Fortunately, the
Mummers' usually bring on a cold day, and it is not

to provide Ice Cream for those children
that are lost.

Though seemingly, all of Philadelphia’s finest are
in or near the route of the parade, the Police responsi-
bilities throughout the entire City are still present and
must be met. Police “Brass”, in attendance at the
parade are kept aware of Police activity and need
throughout the entire City, by means of Radio Com-
munications from the Police Radio Center. While the
paraders frolic, an acute awareness of the possibility
of a police emergency elsewhere in the City is ever
present in the minds of all of the Police.

So, when Philadelphians are ushering in the New
Year at the Mummers’ Parade, a passing thought is in
order for our Philadelphia Policemen, who arrived at
the parade route earlier than all others, remain during
the entire parade, and do not leave until the Street
sweeprs clean away the last vestige of debris from the
1957 Mummers’ Parade.

ANN'S BEAUTY SHOP
6411 Rising Sun Ave.

HARRY'S ESSO SERVICENTER
Frankford Ave. & Hagert St.

RAY LEACH SERVICE STATION
2633 E. Venango St.

W. L. OLWELL SERVICE STATION
3631 Kensington Ave.

STEPHAN ZABIELSKI SERVICE STATION
Thompson & Bridge Sts.

HAIG & CO., REALTORS
7010 Elmwood Ave.

STANLEY'S SERVICE STATION
2534 Emerald SL

GRUBER'S FOOD CENTER
2958 N. Fifth St

GENE & JOHN'S TEXACO STATION
2nd & Lehigh Ave.

SCOTT'S ESSO SERVICE CENTER
Howard St. & Lehigh Ave.

LEHIGH ATLANTIC SERVICE STATION
341 E. Lehigh Ave.

JIM'S TEXACO SERVICE STATION
N. W. Cor. Aramingo & Robbins Aves.

SLUG & BUTCH TAVERN
1500 Wolf St

PARKVIEW BEAUTY SHOP
7400 Torresdale Ave.

TONY'S LUNCH
6031 Torresdale Ave.

FRANK'S SERVICE STATION
Van Kirk St. & Torresdale Ave.

VERNA'S PET SHOP
2853 N. Fifth St

V. D. GALZERANO FUNERAL HOME
7158 Torresdale Ave.

JOHN'S RICHFIELD SERVICE STATION
1435 Frankiord Ave.

DR, ANTHONY B. ROMAN
2657 E. Allegheny Ave.

JACK'S SERVICE STATION
7055 Torresdale Ave.

PRESTO MEN'S WEAR
6966 Torresdale Ave.

TACONY ELECTRIC & RADIO
6810 Torresdale Ave.

FRED HODGSON'S BEER DISTRIBUTOR
2809 N. Mascher St




Philadelphia can be proud of many things, but one of the brightest gems
in the Quaker City’s crown of achievement is the Mummers Parade. It has
been estimated that more people watch this parade than any other sport,
civic, or organizational event.

Each New Year's Day, the Mummers, young and old, between the ages
of three and who knows what, assemble in South Philadelphia in order to
start their parade northward to the judges’ stand. The glittering, colorful
Fancy clubs, the hilarious, lively Comics, and the attractive, gaily-strumming
String bands — all are an integral part of a magnificent “Show of Shows"
and without them, New Year's Day in Philadelphia would lose its tradition
and prestige.

Every year that I am named Parade Director, I am extremely proud of
the privilege accorded me and cherish the friendship which makes such an
appointment possible. It is an honor which can be given to only one man,
so you can well understand the reason why I attach so much importance
to the honor.

On behalf of the Mummers and the officials of the Parade, let me wish
the citizens of Philadelphia and vicinity a very Happy and Prosperous New
Year. I hope you are with us in person when the Parade starts up Broad
Street. If you cannot be there, I am sure you will be watching the Parade
on television or listening to it through radio. If all this is impossible, please
remember us in your hearts and know that we wish you the very best for 1957.

—MAGISTRATE ELIAS MYERS.

ROBERT RODEBAUGH
Assistant Parade Director

MAGISTRATE ELIAS MYERS
Director of Parade

CARL ZEIDLER
Comic Division Director



PHILADELPHIA NEW YEAR’S SHOOTERS’ and MUMMERS’

HARRY STRAUB
Treasurer of
String Band Association

JOHN HOGG
Financial Secretary

JOHN ARLETH
Treasurer

ROBERT HALL
Recording Secretary

BILLIE TORELU
Sergeant-at-Arms

It is hard to put in writing about my years as @ mummer. They
have gone by so fast that it just doesn’t seem possible that it is over
thirty years since I first paraded with the Lobster Club. In 1928 1
was awarded "“King Jockey Prize”. The following year "The Irish
King” won the prize. In 1939 our club “The Lobster Club”, won
first prize and I won first Captain prize, I was called “King Mum-
mer’” by the men of the Press.

The Philadelphia New Year Shooters’ and Mummers‘ Association
feels that it has a responsibility to the public to present a show
that will bring enjoyment to everyone. This is a parade that can
be seen in no other place on earth. Everyone who sees it
young and old, can appreciate the fun, music, and artistry of what
is presented. Through organization and cooperation our Asso-
ciation has built a spectacular parade that could never have been
achieved through spur of the moment celebrations. In so doing,
we feel that we have succeeded also in preserving the unique
quality of the individual we call a “real shooter.”

There is no financial gain through this parade to the mummer
himself, This individual is just a fellow who wants to dress up,
maybe play some music, and through doing so, bring happiness
to the folks on the sidewalks. There are no statistics to prove it
but we feel that our endeavors have helped in no small degree to
keep mony youngsters from drifting into less constructive channels
of activity. Sometimes it takes a great personal sacrifice to put
a club on the street. and it is this sort of courage, that among other
things, makes me so proud to serve as president of this Association.

We dedicate this program with thanks to the city officials who
have cooperated with us, to those firms and individuals who have
supported our undertaking, and primarily to our public. We hope
that our Mummers’ Magazine will bring you a better understanding
of our purpose and an idea of what makes us New Year Shooters
tick.

—JIM KINEE, President.

ASSOCIATION



PHILADELPHIA NEW YEAR’S SHOOTERS’ and MUMMERS’ ASSOCIATION
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ROBERT MEIMBRESSE
Fancy Club Directer

BENJAMIN J. STANGO
Fancy Club Director

HARRY W. TYLER
Comic Club Director

JOSEPH PURUL, SR,
Comic Club Director

JOHN J. FRALINGER
String Band Director

RAY GURT
String Band Director

JAMES DURNING
Vice-President, String Band Association

RAYMOND ENDRISS
President, String Band Association

HOWARD PEOPLES
Secretary, String Band Association

SOL GINSBURG

Publicity Director

Phila, New Year Shooters’ &
Mummers’ Association




—Photo

Courtesy Phila. Inguirer Quaker City String Band — Top Prize Winner of 1956 Mummers Parade

QUAKER CITY
STRING BAND

— OFFICERS —

JOHN STRINE
TONY NAPP
RAY ENDRISS
JOHN ADGATE

CLEM RENDE

JOHN MAYER
GEORGE MYERS, SR.

President
Vice-President

Captain and Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Steward

Musical Director

Asst. Musical Director

In 1956 the Quaker City String Band celebrated its
Twenty-fifth Anniversary by winning First Prize with
their beautiful “White Cloud" theme. They have made
many personal appearances both in and away from
Philadelphia, the one we may know best being the
television “Big Top” circus show every Saturday af-
ternoon.

For the year of 1957 the Quaker City String Band
will feature the theme “Mardi Gras”, marching sixty-
eight strong to the tunes of: “Take Me To The Mardi
Gras"”, “Let's Dance To The Mardi Gras”, “Masquer-
ade”, “American Beauty March”, “Old Man River”,
and other selections in keeping with that great cele-
bration.

The Band will be Captained by Ray Endriss, under
the Musical Direction of John Mayer and put through
a spectacular drill by William Mullen.

Coptain Ray Endriss
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The
F. T. VAN URK AGENCY

Representing

Mutual of Omaha

The Largest Exclusive Health
and Accident Company
in the World

United Benefit
Life Insurance Co.

One of America’s Foremost
Life Insurance Companies

123 SOUTH BROAD STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Quaker City Cold
Storage Co.

313 SOUTH WATER ST.
LO. 3-9770
Philadelphia

The First Mummers’ Parade

The Philadelphia Mummers
started in the first Swedish Set-
tlers' community in 1654 when
groups dressed in outlandish cos-
tumes would go from house to
house. This practice grew in pop-
ularity and was picked up by
the inhabitants of South Phila-
delphia which was known in those
days as "“The Neck.” As time
went on, each neighborhood
would organize their own Mum-
mers group and invade the city
proper in order to get food, drink,
and money. Finally, it was agreed
in 1801 that all the Mummers
would band together and have
one big parade. This was the
first official recognition by the
city who also put up prize money.
That year 42 clubs fell in line at
Broad and Reed Streets to con-
test for these prizes and started
the first Mummers Parade up
Broad Street,

An acount of the Mummers
carnival did not make the first
page because the importance of
the affair was not recognized;
however, a story was published
that read as follows:

“For two hours yesterday, al-
most to a minute, the official sec-
tion of Philadelphia represented
by the public buildings was giv-
en over fo mummery so fantas-
tic that the shades of the staid
Quakers, who gave it its sobri-
quet, must have cloaked them-
selves in their gay winding sheets
and stalked to bournes more se-
date. Beneath the eyes of Wil-

liam Penn, at the very knees of
Stephen Girard, about the base
of the Reynolds Statue, 3000 men
and boys in outlandish garb fro-
licked, cavorted, grimaced, and
whooped, while the Mayor and
members of Councils, Judges and
other officials, State and munici-
pal, looked on, laughed and ap-
plauded. How many thousands
or ordinary mortals did the same
thing no one could compute. The
grand plaza about the City Hall
and the streets converging were
choked with people — a hedlthy,
clean, orderly congregation. The
city had put its official seal upon
the mummery, the lawmakers
were there as sponsors and di-
rectors, and from the windows of
the courts of justice, wives and
daughters of the Judges viewed
and enjoyed the scene.

The first club in line was the
Silver Crown New Year's Asso-
ciation. The George A. Furnival
Association followed together
with the Elkton Association and
the John F. Slater Association.
This was known as the Fancy

Division.

Among the comics were such
resplendent names as the “Dark
Lanterns,” the “Hardly Ables,”
“Early Risers,” “Mixed Pickles,”
“White Turnips,” "Katzenjammer
Band,” “White Caps,” "Energe-
tic Hobos,” “Red Onions,” "Ivy
Leaf,” “Corinthians,” “Half and
Half,” and “Cucumbers.” Every-
one agreed that Philadelphia had
never seen such a spectacle.



Jockeys, Hog lsland N, Y. A,

HOG ISLAND
NEW YEAR ASSOCIATION

—OFFICERS —
JOSEPH MORRISSEY President
ROBERT ODER vivee. Vice-President
JOHN HUSTON .. : Secretary
GEORGE RONEY Financial Secretary
ROBERT MEIMBRESSE ) Treasurer
FRANK HOLT - Sergeant-at-Arms
MATT LEIGHTON Reeveasss . Captain
NEW YEAR COMMITTEE
ROBERT GORRIE RUDOLPH MEECH THOMAS HOWLEY

The Hog Island Club will be parading as a Fancy
Club for its sixth year. Although the youngest club in
the Fancy Division, its members have been parading
for numbers of years. After five years of Fancy Club
competition, the Hog Island Club has become one of
the largest clubs parading in this division. We have
welcomed competition and feel that with our presen- Robert Gorrie, “King Clown"
tation this year, our competitors will have to watch Hog Island N. Y. A.
their laurels.

The Captain's Cape consisting of five canapys and
forty pages will present as our theme "The King of
Diamonds.”

Five Bands and Five Brigades will also march in
the following order:

Ist Brigade will be the Avenuers, led by their cap-
tain, John McMurtrie. Their theme will be "“Three
Coins in the Fountain.”

2nd Brigade will be the Golden Slipper Brigade
captained by John Fitzmaurice, with the theme of "Si-
amese Dancers” and music from “The King and I".

3rd Brigade will be the ]. ]. Morrow Club, Leading
them will be their captain, Anthony Simonski, with a
theme of "Winter Wonderland.”

4th Brigade will be the Manton Brigade led by
Henry Hendrickson, a veteran of 25 years. Their
theme will be “A Tribute to Mother's Day".

Fith and Final Brigade will be the Merry Makers
Brigade led by Stanley Gurney. Their theme will be
"Moonglow"'.

Our array of clowns, jockeys, juveniles, special Joseph Morrissey, President of the Hog Island N, Y. A, and son, marching
mentions and handsome costumes wil also be highly with the Golden Slipper Fancy Brigade with the theme of
competitive. American Eagle — 1956




GCAS

is FIRST in
Philadelphia for
ESSENTIAL
household services!

® COOKING

@ WATER HEATING
® HOUSE HEATING,
@ CLOTHES DRYING
® REFRIGERATION

PHILADELPHIA
GAS WORKS

Division of

The United Gas Improvement Co.

See the
String Bands
Perform at the

SHOW of
SHOWS

FEBRUARY
5th, 6th & 7th
and
19th, 20th & 21st,
957

CONVENTION HALL
8:00 P. M.

® ALL RESERVED SEATS e

Tickets sold by
String Band Members

rne You in the Ruow 7

Six hundred thousand people watch the Mummers Parade, but it is
only the true follower, the real student of Mummer lore that recognizes
the many niceties, the stringent rules and regulations that go into the
operation of a successful club.

The Fancy Club Division, especially, has through the years developed
a series of traditional costumes that are highly specialized and fall into
strict categories, which to the uninitiated, bear strange names. In the
Fancy Division, the prize winning club is that organization which, in the
opinion of the judges, has the most beautiful costumes overall, has an
ouistanding number of participants, does not exceed the time limit in
passing before the judges' stand and displays sportsmanlike and not
rowdy behavior. The Captain's “Canopy” or Cape is generally the club’s
masterpiece and has attained an overall length of sixty to seventy feet
in four sections, requiring as many as sixty pageboys to carry it by its
“points.” This cape displays a theme, and the judges decide how well
the motif has been carried forth. King Clowns, King Jockeys, Trios of
Clowns and Jockeys and Handsome Trim costumes are typical Fancy
Club suits. These are the large framed creations, sometimes attaining a
width of eight feet and a height of ten, which are carried by one man who
must support the costume’s weight unassisted. King Clown can be iden-
tified by the painted effect of his face, A Trio of Clowns are three clowns
dressed alike. King Jockey is usually wearing a jockey cap, but his iden-
tifying symbol are the gorgeous horseshoes adorning his headpiece; the
same apply also to a Trio of Jockeys. A Handsome Trim suit is a framed
creation which does not fall into the above descriptions; it is usually a
very large suit, most elaborately embellished and adorned. All the
framed suits are made up of vivid satin panels which have been em-
broidered in bold woolen threads in leaf and flower patterns. The patterns
have then been adorned with sequins and satin rosebuds, and the whole
creation trimmed in colored maribou.

The Fancy Clubs will present unframed suits also and among these
categories are seen the Trio Pantomime Clowns, whose faces are painted
like clowns, but whose suits are not framed. The Handsomest Costume
is a suit which is judged on the overall beauty and the development of
the theme chosen by the individual wearing it. This suit is also most
lavishly decorated. The Special Mention suit, not quite so lavish, is also
judged on the development of its theme. Self explanatory are the Female
Impersonators, who are judged on the beauty of their costumes, make-up,
and individual beauty; and the Juveniles, who must be under twelve
years of age and compete on the beauty of the costume and its originality.
A Fancy Club Brigade is made up of a troupe of not less than twenty
costumed men who carry forth a specific theme. Any use of wheels for
bearing any costume is strictly prohibited.

In the Comic Division, the Captains carry « cape which is not elaborate
as in the Fancy Clubs, but instead carries forth a theme of current or
comical interest. There are numerous brigades in the Comic Division,
each made up of fifteen or more men. They must be dressed alike and
feature a certain theme or activity. The definitions of Comic Division
categories can be guessed from their names, and these funsters leave no
doubt as to who or what they are lampooning.

In the String Band Division, each unit must have 48 players in line. No
floats are allowed and they are not permitted to utilize brass instruments
such as trombones, French horns, etc. Those marching in this line must
observe fine ethics, such as, be more than one block in back of the pre-
ceding band in order not to mar their musical cxrangement by playing in
a loud or unseemly manner.

Another unusual feature is that the judges are never appointed until
the morning of the parade, and then, they are closely guarded with police
to prevent any effort at undue influence.



WOODLAND
STRING BAND

— OFEFICERS —
DAVID ANDERSON, TR. G b R e ae O DI i
JOSEPH BRESSET .. . i .. Music Direclor
JACK LOWER 7 . Financial Secretary
EDGAR MIDDLETON .. Secretary
2o A i fa a2 oot S WS U T B T TR Treasurer

—BOARD OF DIRECTORS—
DAVE ANDERSON, SR. DAVID SAUNDERS
CARL HAYNES PATRIC McGRATH

January 1, 1957, will be the 30th consecutive Mum-
mers Parade for the Woodland String Band. The band
was organized and made its first appearance in the
Mummers Parade in 1926.

The Woodland String Band came into popularity
thru the many charity concerts given at veterans’ hos-
pitals and government hospitals throughout the State,
and their three appearances on television. They
have also made appearances in New Jersey, Dela-
ware, Maryland, and many Pennsylvania cities.

The Officers and Members have worked very hard
this year in an attempt to realize a life-time ambition,
that is, to win the only top prize they have never won—
that of first prize champion, Although they are very
proud of the record they have struggled to obtain.

They have won 2nd, 3rd and 4th twice each. And in
30 years of competition they were forced out of the
“Big Ten” only four times. The worst prize ever re-
ceived was 14th., And with 2] excellent bands in com-
petition, we feel this is a record to be proud of.

Coptain David Anderson, Jr.—*

Three g tions of Anderson’s, left to right, David Anderson IiI,

Mascot — David Anderson, Sr., Llieutenont — David Anderson, Jr.,
Captain,

Lievtenant David Anderson, Sr. keeps
Dovid Il in line as David Anderson, Jr.
leads band around City Hall

This year (our 30th Anniversary) Woodland
String Band will present as its theme “The Anniversary
Waltz” — 30th Anniversary being signified by a pearl.
The sixty-four bandsmen marching eight across and
eight deep will wear black satin costumes elegantly
trimmed with pearls and mother-of-pearly sequins—
white shoes, the hat representnig a birthday cake, a
replica of which will appear on the back of the cape.
The headpiece to be a seashell trimmed with strings
of pearls and engulfed in 50 white plumes tipped in
black.

Captain David Anderson will march in a glorified
version of his bandsmen, which promises to make
him a serious threat to repeat as first prize captain.

The sixty-four bandsmen marching in close order
drill will play such songs as: “String of Pearls” -
“Anniversary Song" “Anniversary Waltz” and
“Memories.”

Much of the credit for the band’s improvement and
fine musical record in the past three years is and must
be credited to the fine musical direction of Joseph
Bresset. This year will mark the third consecutive
year under the leadership of Captain David Anderson,
Jr. Last year, only his second year as Captain, Dave
captured First Prize Captain. This, we believe, is a
feat never before duplicated. Also, another Mummers
“first” started by the Woodland String Band will be
repeated. For the third consecutive year, that is, three
generations marching in costume, will lead the band
up the street — David Anderson, Jr., Captain; David
Anderson, Sr., Lieutenant; and David Anderson III,
Mascot.




CRESCENTVILLE
STRING BAND

—OFFICERS —

FRANK MODRAK .
FRANK MURPHY :
B. VENTRESCA gt .. Recording Secretary
GUY MARSALA ol PP 1 R e T e R RO Musical Director
GEOBGE'E. DURFY i il ot sakary ok i Captain and Treasurer
WILLIAM SANTARLASCI ... .coivvmiiinmmeinnsiraimsoina Sergeant-af-Arms
J. MURESKIE crirsennnnne. Costume Custodian

President
.. Vice-President

The Crescentville String Band was organized as the
Fire Fighters String Band on March 4, 1945, at the
Station of Engine Co, Number 22, 214 Pine St. by the
following members: George E. Duffy, John Lauria,
Harry Dittmer, Salvador Manganaro and Edmund
Burke, The name was changed later to the Duffy
String Band and finally the Crescentville String Band.
Captain George E. Duffy is at present attached to the
Philadelphia Fire Department and holds the rank of
Deputy Chief. Don't forget the Show of Shows which
is held at Convention Hall in February. The dates
are as follows: Feb. 5th, 6th and 7th and Feb. 1Sth,
20th and 21st. To gel your tickets early, please call
Captain George E. Duffy at PL 5-4661.

Theme for 1957 is “"Winter Wonderland".

The suits will be a beautiful seafoam green trimmed
with irridescent sequins. The capes are a powder-
blue and iceberg blue trimmed with sequins and an
aritstic winter view painted on the rear of each cape.

Captain George Duffy

The Headpieces will each have forty plumes and
will represent an Ice Crystal covered with flakes of
pearl.

Musical Numbers: “Winter Wonderland”
“Frosty the Snow Man"
“Winter"”
“Let It Snow, Let It Snow"
“Jingle Bells"

Crescentville String Band



PEERLESS DYEING COMPANY
1835 E. Willard Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

AUG. F. SANDER
“Memorials for All Cemeteries”
4329-37 E. Thompson Street

TOMPKINS’ LABEL COMPANY
Frankford & Allegheny Ave.
Philadelphia, Pa.

WM. F. CUSHING, Inc.
—Funeral Service—
Philadelphia, Pa.

P. CALLAHAN, Inc.
Trucking
Philadelphia, Pa.

IMPERIAL
TYPE METAL CO.
Philadelphia, Pa.

LOOS & DILWORTH,
—Incorporated—
Philadelphia, Pa.

MASTER
LUBRICANTS CO.
Philadelphia, Pa.

MAUER
CONVALESCENT HOME
Philadelphia, Pa.

—Compliments of—
F. M. SPEAKMAN
Philadelphia, Pa.

—Compliments of—
CARNELL & BRADBURN, Inc.
Philadelphia, Pa.

FRANKFORD PARAFFIN
MANUFACTURING CO.
Philadelphia, Pa.

FREDERICK H. LEVEY CO.,
—Incorporated—
Philadelphia, Pa.

ATLANTIC
MANUFACTURING CO.
Philadelphia, Pa.

BROADWOOD HOTEL
OPERATING CO., Inc.
Philadelphia, Pa.

COLLEGE HALL FASHIONS
—Incorporated—
Philadelphia, Pa.

Parade Rules and Regulations

Fancy Division

1.All Clubs must have a Caplain's Cape
with at least 20 page-boys.

2.The best dressed groups must have at
least twenty men in costume fo compete
for and be eligible for prizes. See Rule 14.

3. No musical brigades are to be considered
for prizes:; imitation musical brigades are
also ineligible for prizes.

4. Floats will be allowed in the parade, but
they must not be of a commercial nature.

5.No costumes bome by vehicles with
wheels will be permitted between Broad
and Porter Streets and Broad and Girard
Avenue, Any suit being borne on wheels
between these two points will be dis-
qualified.

6. All clubs must have at least one band
of music of not less than 15 playing men.

7.No horses will be allowed.

8.Cards are to be handed to the judges
by one man representing his own club
at the judges’ stand. The cards must spe-
cify what field the costume is in. (Also,
Mr. Kinee, not parading himself, will as-
sist the judges by explaining to them
the wvarious costumes heading into the
judges’ stand.)

9. Costumed or uniformed bands are not
to be judged for prizes, They will only
supply the music for the line of march.
No string bands will be permitted for
fancy clubs.

10. All costumes must start at Broad and Por-
ter Streets and finish at Broad and Girard
Avenue to qualify for prizes.

11. The handsomest costumes are to consist
of only one suit to be carried by only
one man.

12. The juvenile classification must consist
of one suit, carried by only one child and
not included in any other groups or classi-
fication. The age limit for juveniles must
range from 12 years or under.

13. The Captain of each Club will be held
responsible for the conduct of the mem-
bers of his club and the execution of the
above rules and regulations. Violations
will result in the disqualification for prizes.

14. Brigades will be judged as follows: New
suits or costumes will take preference
over any old suit or costume, or any suit
that was on Broad Street before. All new
suits or costumes will be judged FIRST,
followed by used suits. Cards handed to
Judges must specify new or old.

15. All Brigades will be judged on the point
system. The points being: 70% for beau-
ty of costume, and 30% for presentation
of theme.

16. Each Fancy Club is to be judged on the
point system., Each individual prize would
receive so many points (to be determined
by the judges.) The Club with the high-
est number of points will receive First
Prize, efc.

17. Any protest or infraction of the above
rules must be submitted to an Aide, who
will forward said protest to the judges
for their ruling on whether a costume in
question is an infraction of the rules.

18. The only qutomobiles to be permitted in
each club’s line of march are as follows:
One auto in front of the Club. (Banner
Auto). One Auto for each Brigade. One
car at the end of the parading Club,

Comic Division

l.Each club must have a caplain's cape
with twelve page-boys or more, and the
cape must be carried and not on wheels,

2. Each club must have two or more bands,

3.Each club must have 100 or more men
in line.

4. No horses will be allowed in the parade
unless pulling floats.

5. Smearing the faces of spectators along
the line of march and other improper con-
duct will not be permitted.

6. No horseback riding.

7.Club captain will be held responsible for
the conduct of his club.

String Band Division

1. Band must have 48 players in the line,
but no more than 10 other members at
any point of the compass, either vertical
or horizontal. (In suits — this does not
mean marshals or service men.)

No floats will be allowed.

3.No string band shall be more than one
block in back of the preceding one; if so,
it may hurt the standing for a prize.

4.No brass or cup instruments such as:
trombones, French horns, etc. shall be
allowed.

5.Each band shall be allowed four min-
utes in fronl of the judges’ stand.

6. The following system shall be carried out
for the judging of the string bands: 40
points for music, 40 points for costumes,
and 20 points for presentation.

7.A string band shall be allowed one
pleasure car carrying a banner and a
sign in front of the car; also a closed car
for the rear of the band. No extension
on the sides or back; nothing lo exténd
above the car or above the banner.

8. Amplification, either on instruments or in
any way connected with the string band,
is absolutely forbidden.

9. No animals of any kind allowed.

10. Any string band wearing old suits must
get last prize.
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Shuﬂng Ston Brigudt, Cnp’ Bill Mdntyu

Captain, Al Grohom

CHARLES KLEIN NEW YEAR BSSOCIHTION

The Charles Klein New Year Asso-
ciation, being the best and winning
the top prize in the 1956 fancy divi-
sion, with Captain Al Graham still
guiding the club again for the 1957
parade. He predicts a gala show for
the New Year with the theme of
“Sweethearts on Parade.”

The club was organized in 1911
and participated in the parade the
following year, 1912. It is the oldest
fancy club parading today, and is
second in age in the Philadelphia
Mummers and New Year Associa-
tion. If the Klein Club should win
this year, the men will be out to win
their 20th championship in their di-
vision, After winning in 1956, the
boys are out for another streak of vic-
tories, which has been proven in the
past. Sparing no expense, the club
this year will be completely new to
all comers and will feature a captain's
cape which will be depicted from the
theme, “Sweethearts on Parade.” This
four sections of fluorescent satin af-
fair will be handled by Captain Al
Graham and 60 elaborate page boys,
appearing like a Hollywood display
on Broad Street.

The Club will also enter ten cos-
tumes of different designs and make-
up ideas that will be carried by some
of our officers. The battle of minds
and glitter will be carried by officers
Carl Flinn, Armand Pandola and Bob
Wallace, who are outdoing each other
to win in this field.

The sections of Clown Trios, Jockey
Trios, Special Mentions, Juveniles, Im-
personators and Trim Suits will be

Milt Harvey, b
1955 King Jockey,
Doves of Peace

surrounded by four Brigades who
have outdone themselves without «a
doubt. The Brigades are Pop Cham-
bers, Shooting Stars, Rita's Cleve-
more, and Darktown Strutters. The
Brigades are captained as follows:
Pop Chambers (James Houseman),
Shooting Stars ( Bill McIntyre); Rita's
Clevemore (Daniel Tursi), and Dark-
town Strutters (Sam Di’Ambioso. The
1957 Parade will see the Klein Club
with all its know-how of Mummery
to be seen anywhere. Five leading
bands will march the group up Broad
Street, and the club is expecting 800
in line. With this combination of color
and men who can do a job, it should
make this year Klein's greatest in his-
tory and g fine spectacle of all time.

Under the leadership of Captain Al
Graham and with the help of such
older shooters as Ralph Tursi, Maur-
ice Roddy, Harry Jerdon, Harry Hill,
Unk Austerman, and many of the new._
er men—Johnny Showers, Milt Har-
vey, James Chambers, John Landy,
Frank Farley, William Urban, Sam
Rowan, Harry Feby—the president,
Joseph Brydges, predicts and prom-
ises that no spectator of the festival
Charles Klein New Year Association
displays on that day, will be disap-
pointed.

Right — Morris Roddy, King Clown
Below — Captain’s Cope, 1956

Jackie Harvey,
B Years Old,

White and Gold

1955

Sunset

Below — Al Graham, Captain, working on
new captain’s cape.

Center — Mr, John Regan, sewing roses as
copt. Al Grahem looks on.




Captain Howard Peoples and his grandsen,

Thomas Friend, Jr., “Mascot”

GREATER KENSINGTON
STRING BAND

ORIGINATED 19468

5 ’: CEENE L e R SN D Y, HOWARD PEOPLES
THEME SONG: "Desert Guards' Music Diseclor ......... ... GEORGE BURGERT
Asst, Musical Director ... ... .. ... . JOE FRIEND
—MUSIC — President ... ; viiriiiiiisiienn,, FRANCIS RITTENHOUSE
Treasurer e - remseyerreenrnereernenennsnees JOEB HAGG
“The Desert Song"” SRV %11 i D S R e Gt et Y s KT
“The Sheik of Araby" Financial Secrelary ................ciciiionionn.. CGHARLES SINX
' I = Vice-President .. R e 11 ‘WM. HARTLEY
In a Persian Market Sergeant-at-Arms .. ikl e WKL CLIPTON
"TI_:e Riff S?ng g
Hindustan ELWOOD KAISINGER WM. SHUTTLEWORTH
“Romance” S B AL

“Caraven” Drill Master ... okistsdeaehsengnd st pian s ssi b G AR MUY,
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PURUL COMIC CLUB
Joseph Purul New Year Association

JOSEPH PURUL
FRANK SODA, JR.
JOHN PURUL
JOHN FALLOWAY Captain

President
Vice-President

Secretary

The Joseph Purul New Year Association organized
April 15, 1936 and commenced parading January 1,
1937, in the Comic Division of the Mummers Parade.
Active participation in this annual parade continued
uninterrupted for twenty years, until today. January
1, 1957, which marks the twenty-first year.

Famous names and personalities in Mummery have
been and are presently, actively associated with this
fine group of New Year Shooters. Novelty ideas and
costumes, and variety of color have distinguished this
Comic Club. These results have been the outcome of

efforts on the part of many of the individual members,
such as, John Galloway. John Press, Tony Schiavo,
Joe & Ted Burla, Frank Stermal, Tom O'Donnell, Al &
Ray Orr, Frank Foccaccio, Fred Wisniewski, Elmer
Kommeraad and many others. Frank Frederick, Leroy
Haas and Henry Leh have been parading with the
Purul Comic Club for fifteen years.

Theme for 1957—Float called “Maypole in Holland"
Music in Pennsylvania Dutch and English.

Pennsylvania Dutch Dialect Broadcast through
speakers on Float.

Also, marchers dressed as Dutch Peasants.

Picture: “Maypole in Holland" theme for 1957.



]. COYLE

C. ROLETTE ...

H. MURRAY
R. KAIGE .
J. O'BRIEN

W. CAMPBELL

J. DONAGHY ..

SOUTH PHILADELPHIA
STRING BAND ASSOCIATION

Capt. J. Donaghy & Son

President
.. Vice-President

. Recording Secretary

Financial Secretary
... Treasurer
Business Manager
Captain

G. METZLER ; oo, Musical Director
B CEBRTER .oilinaais ; v Sergeant-at-Arms
E. ROOP L - ... Drill Master
—Board of Directors—
L. CLAUSER R. KAIGE
B. WOOD E. CARTER
J. COYLE

“Stardust”, the theme of the South Philadelphia
String Band will be presented in memory of their de-
ceased Music Director, who recently met with a fatal
accident. Fifty-eight musicians under the leadership
of L. Clauser will attempt to bridge the gap between
last years sixth place to number one position.

The Spirit of George to get the first position in spite
of all other severe competition will also march with
these men on New Years Day. Not only was the first
place position his aim but to see that the people of
the side walks of our Great City get a Joyous start on
the first day of their New Year.

The musicians will parade and drill to the tunes
of “Stardust”, “Stars Fell on Alabama", Stars Are the
Windows of Heaven", and “I Told Every Little Star”,




Sincere Best Wishes

from
All the Members
of the
PHILADELPHIA
Lager Beer Brewers' Association
® Members @
ESSLINGER’S, Inc. HENRY F. ORTLIEB BREWING CO.
WM. GRETZ BREWING CO. ADAM SCHEIDT BREWING CO.

C. SCHMIDT & SONS, Inc.

Welcome, Mummers!
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Horn & Hardart
BAKING COMPANY
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PHILADELPHIA
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HEGEMAN
'STRING BAND

HON: BLIES MYERS 0., o iiesmsessssiamssrmsismiatssmamisismprbeinmes PTOSIdQDE
HERMAN SEFLIN ............o.ccoociiiiiiiiiiceieiiisieiieivicennn., Musical Director
ALFRED FINE ......oicieaiens cenneniannsCOplain

COSTUMES: Mint green, silver trim, with pale laven-
der accents. Plumed backpiece.

THEME: A smile will go a long long way.

MUSIC: Smile Darn You Smile, A Smile Will Go a
Long Long Way, When You're Smiling, and other
popular airs,

DRILL: Intricate formations done in strict time to the
music, squares, circles, and boxes in constant mo-
tion.

HISTORICAL NOTES

The Hegeman String Band has made for itself a rep-
utation that only a consistently high level of perform-
ance can bring. Nineteen fifty-seven will not only en-
hance that reputation, but will provide the fans of this
fine organization, with its finest hours. An “old” Band,
it was organized in 1920 by pioneer mummer Ernest A.
Hegeman. The club has never deviated from its policy
of straining to the utmost to provide only the finest
string band shows.

Al Fink, the present Captain, has a record of almost
a half century of mummers parades behind him. Be-
fore taking over the Hegeman Band during the depres-
sion years, he had already made an enviable repu-
tation as top winner in both the Fancy and Comic Di-
visions.

Herman Seflin, the Musical Director, has done much
to lift the level of String Band Music to unprecedented
heights, introducing and performing difficult classical
pieces as well as the traditional toe tappers. Ably as-
sisted by Frank Orr, himself a real “old timer,” the
band can boast of the finest onetwo punch in the
String Band Division.

The Band movements have been entrusted to Fred-
erick Fischer, Jr. and only the members of the Hege-

Alfred Fink, Captain

man Band know his true worth. He makes drilling lock
so easy that the public is apt to forget the backbreak-
ing hours involved,

So much for the executive side of the orgeamization.
Among its top administrators, we are honored to have
as our organization president none other than Magis-
trate Elias Myers, the man who was chosen as Parade
Marshal in 1952 by Mayor Clark, and has discharged
similar duties even till today's parade. The love and
affection the Hegeman boys have for the “judge” is
only increased with the passing years.

Bob Ziegler, Bob Malone, Jim De Gregorio are a
trio who have given long and arduous hours during
1956, giving of their time and of themselves to the
hard work of raising funds.

The design of Hegeman's costumes through the
years has been the special province of Rudy Hatz-
feld, Captain Fink's Lieutenant, and their creation is
entrusted to Mrs. Flora Rosebach. Not much com-
ment is needed here except to say, “Have a Look"!
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