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THOUSANDS will jam the sidewalks downtown 

co see your gorgeous capes ... co watch your 
Elizabethan capers ... in Philadelphia's historic 
New Year's pageant, and your other activities 
throughout the year. 

Still other thousands, unable co join the 
surging throng along the line of march, will 
thrill to your cavorting by television, at home. 

Many will see you in your living, breathing 
likeness . . . hear your famed string bands on 

static-free FM ... through Philco's Projection 
Television receiver with the BIG screen ... 
virtually as big as a newspaper page! Still. others 
will tune you in on their Philco Direct-View re­
ceiver, with pictures so bright, so clear, so sharp. 

In either case, these great .spectacles, so close 
to your heart and that of Philadelphians, will 
be carried to vast masses of the population 
through the miracle of television . . . over Philco 
Television Station WPTZ. Philco salutes you ! 



The Junior Red Cross Marches 400,000 Strong 
This Would Be a Long Parade 
If the 18,000,000 Junior Red Cross 
members were lined up eight 
abreast, and if one rank pa!>sed the 
City Hall every second, it would 
take more than 26 days of march­
ing 24 hours a day for the last rank 
to come into view. The parade 
would extend nearly 20 miles with­
out a break if each rank took up 
only 55 inches of space. 

l\lany a wise man has said that the future 
of any great nation is dependent upon 
the training of it!> youth- their abili ty to 
take over responsibilities and carry on in 
any emergency. 

And because that axiom not only had 
been accepted but practiced by the teach­
ers of this nation, American youth proved 
conclusively during the recent global con­
flict, the worst in world histoq , that they 
are capable of doing a man-sized job_ 

In the local Red Cross chapter alone, 
more than 400,000 members of the Junior 
Red Cross did a job that earned for them 
the proud title: "Juniors with adult re­
sponsibilities." And no wonder. Their 
contribution of recreational articles for 
the wounded, and friendship boxes for 
untold thou!>ands of lonely, orphaned 
children of war-ravaged countries, reached 
astronomical figures-

It wasn't easy for those kids to deprive 
themselves of their jam sessions and other 
entertainment close to their hearts. i\fanv 
a monotonous hour they put in witli 
hammers replacing baseball hats; paint 
brushes for footba lls; sewing imtead of 
dancing. But the re~ult' were gratif\ in g. 

During the depressing war years these 
boys and girls produced over 1,100,000 
comlort and recreational articles; re­
cruited thousands of blood donors; sal­
vaged thousands of tons of paper, fats and 
metal as their contribution to v1ctory and 
a future peaceful world. 

llut when the war ended , the question 
was asked: What is the future of this 
army of 400 ,000 kids in the 400 public, 
parochial and private schools in Philadel­
phia and about 550 schools in the Chap­
ter's four surrounding counties? The an­
swer: The Junior Red Cross has em­
barked on the largest peaceume program 
in its thirty- year history. Stressing inter­
national and intercultural understanding, 
the entire program makes for good­
neighborliness and tolerance. 

T he International Understanding pro 
gram includes a Senior High School 
Council, forum programs, films, assembly 
programs, Junior Red Cross New~ and 
Journal articles and pamphlets with per­
tinent information , friendship boxes , cor­
respondence albums and letter booklets; 
dramatizations, and folk songs which en­
able the children to better appreciate and 
understand the customs and cultures ot 
other races , nationalities and creeds. 

During the past school year, the Juniors 
produced 213,696 comfort and recreation 
articles; packed 12,442 friendship boxes 
and contributed $10,000 for children 
abroad. Their total cash donations 
amounted to $34,000, the largest ever 
contributed by the Chapter's Junior Red 
Cross. The balance is being used as fol · 
lows: $i ,000 for health care of children 
at home; $6,500 for production supplies; 
. 6 ,400 worth of magazines for .JRC mem ­
bers; S4,100 for intercultural supplies. 

While Juniors in lower grades are pack­
ing gift boxes, those in high schools are 
holding forums on current world prob· 
lems, such as the Marshall l'lan, the Rus­
sian situation , and the ef(ect of atomic en 
ergy on future generations. 

Promotion of good health is a major 
project in .JRC's varied program. The en­
tire bod y has its First Aid, Water Safety, 
Accident Prevention, Nutrition and Home 
Nursing programs. 

The Junior Red Cross is the largest 
youth organization in the world and, in 
the United States, includes sixty per cent 
of all pu blic school pupils. Membership 
is by groups; there is no entrance fee. 

The aim of these 400,000 kids is: 
"We believe in service [or others, for 

our country, our community and our 
school , in health of mind and body to fit 
us for greater service, and for better 
human relations throughout the world." 

This is only one of the fourteen Red 
Cross services which your donations make 
possible- and it is your contribution to a 
better undcr~tanding and a peaceful 
world. 

juniors jmckiug frieurlsltif' boxes so their 
/fllt'i~u friend~· mnv eujoy hafJ/JY holidays 

AMERICAN + RED ·cROSS 
T his Page Contributed by Friends of the Philadelphia Mummers 



TO OUR READERS 
During 194i the shows and affairs performed by 
the Philadelphia :\'ew Year Shooters' and Mum­
mers' Association. and by the individual clubs . 
extended their activities to such an extent that 
the record ~bows the 1ear to he the greatest in 
the organization's historv. 

Following the annual New Year's Day Pageant, 
the "Show of Show~," given hv the string band~ . 
was held in February to capacity houses at the 
Philadelphia Comention Hall. Then in Sep· 
tember, the association he!JI it~ "Summer Frolic" 
at the 1\funidpal Stadium. It proved to be a 
gala event before a tremendom throng. Thm, 
the Philadelphia Mummers- the one and onl ) 
organi7ation of its t\ pe in the world- has added 
another year to iL~ pageantry with a history of 
275 years. . 

Invitations arc received from all sectwns of 
the country. requesting the duh~ to participate 
in manv e1 cnts, hut due to the great distance~ . 
in mo~t· c;1~c• they must he declined because the 
mummers arc wor!..ing folk. 

i\ umcrous articles are writt!'n about the mum­
mers and this year featured stories appeared in 
the Fami/1• Ci1·c/e Magazine and the Williams· 
port (;rit, hoth of which have a huge circulation 
in comm1mitie• throughout the country. 

Yestenla\', the radio and the mm ing picture 
carried thi ~ c1cnt throughout the land. Today. 
television makes it po•sible for many to •ce 
"America's (,realest Pageant" ;m'a} from the 
scene. 

T his year saw many recordings of the \'ariom 
string band~ widely distributed so many could 
enjoy their favorite ca tchy tunes, pla}ed in the 
uniq ue St}le of the mummers' string bands, in 
their own home~. Tomorrow, the co,lllmcs and 
capes will he even more glorifier! with tele\ is ion 
in color. 

In the pa~t few years , through the manv 
shows held at the Convention Hall, and now at 
the 1\funicipal Stadium. the folk of Philadelphia 
have reall} shown to the mummers that they 
arc supported and truly appreciated. 

The same can he said of T!IF l\h• ~rMFRS l\fAG-\· 
ZINF., official publication of the Philadelphia 
New Year's Shooters' and Mummers' Association. 
Big industries , the large merchant, the small 
storekeeper- yes, the butcher, the baker, and the 
candlestick maker- have joined together in ad ­
vertising in rhis pictorial souvenir publication . 
TJJF M ~"IFRS MAGA71'1F.. 

The mummers for vear~ have gi1en pleasure 
throug-h their antics , colorful costumes, and de­
lightful music, to over a million people annu · 
ally. and thi~ traditional event ha• helped to 
make Philadelphia a great citv. 

To everyone, the Mummers' A"ociation gives 
iL~ profound thanks. 

THE 

MUMMERS MAGAZINE 
Copyrlqht. 1948. by 

The Philadelphia Mummers Maqazine 
Publlshinq Co.. Inc. 
All Rlqhts Reserved 

TnF 1\fu,.DtERS ~MAGAZINE ic; prepared and 
puhlished exclus ively h) The Philadelphia 
~lummers l\[a~azine PuhHshing Co., lnc. 

Address all inquiries for advertising r;ates, 
circulation, articles, and business communica­
tions to 

THE :IHT~fMERS ~!AGAZINE 

604 Commercial Tru•t Rnitding 

16 S . Broad Street P hiladelphia 2, Pa. 
Telephone: RI 6-8384 

Advertisements received too late for pubJica­
tion in this issue will appear in the February, 
1948, Convention Hall Shows Edition. \Ve 
will he pleased to rectify errors and omis­
sions when this issue is published, or in 
the following edition. 

'7M 
MUMMERS MAGAZJNE 
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America's Greatest Pageant-Known the World Over 

Route of the Parade 
The parade will start at Broad 
and Porter Streets, continuing 
north on Broad Street to City 
Hall, passing judges' and vis­
itors' reviewing stands, then 

north to Broad Street and Girard 
Avenue, turning east on Girard 
A venue to Sixth Street, where 
this gala annual event will offi­
cially end. 

How to Reach Convention Hall and Municipal Stadium 
To Convention Hall - Many 
PTC routes conveniently serve 
the Convention Hall: Market­
Frankford subway elevated; trol­
ley routes I 1, ]~, ~4, 37, ·10, 42; 
and bus route D. 

To Municipal Stadium- The sta­
dium is easily reached by Broad 
Street subway to Snyder Avenue 
and a shuttle car or bus direct to 
the stadium; or route 20, south 
on Twelfth Stree t. 
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THE ASSOCIATION 

Although the mummers' and shoot­
ers' clubs and groups have been in 
existence for more than 250 years 
in Philadelphia, it wa not until 
the early 19~0's that there was in­
corporated the Philadelphia Mum­
mers' Association, as a central body 
for all the groups. Then the clubs 
became an incorporated group, now 
known as the Philadelphia New 
Year Shooters' and Mummers' Asso­
ciation. The presidents and their 
years of service to the organization 
are as follows: 

GEORG E B. McCu.RNANn, JR. 

1932-1940 

JoHN ARt.I:.lH 

RoBERT HALL 

ALIU.RT FINK 

JA O\•IES Dt 'RNING 

1941 

1943 

1945 

1 9'12-H-46 

HowARD C. '\1\' rLUAl\ rs 19-!7 

The past few years have devel­
oped mitlative and progressive 
leadership, which is clearly reflected 
in the additional clubs participat­
ing in the annual pageant. The 
public can look forward to this 
pageant to be even greater in the 
years to come. 

Board of Directors and 
Mummers' Magazine and Summer Frolic 

Committee 
.J .\\ms DuR'\IJl\r., Chairman 
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AQ A STRING BAND 
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JAl\IES D llRNING STRING BAND 

JosEPH A. F E RKO STRING BAND 
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AT THE SICN 

OF FRIENDLY 

SERVICE-

Mobl•lgas AMERICA'S 
FAVORITE! 

Mobiloil woR~~~L~:~cEsT 

FOREST PARK 
CHALFONT, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

"Where Most Picnics Go" 

Grand Finale Day. Forest Park, Auqust 24. 1947 

"Where the String Bands Play 
All Summer" 

A Different String Band Every Sunday 

BOATING. SWIMMING, AMUSEMENTS, REFRESHMENTS 

Philadelphia OHice, Fox Building Book Your Picnic Early 

Modern Electric Living Pleases 

Mrs. Brown would rather stay home to get dinner - and 
see the Mummers' Parade by television. As one of the latest 
pleasures of Electric Living, television brings both sound and 
sight of spot news, sporting events, and general entertainment 
right into your home! 

Mrs. Jones prefers to see the great parade "in person"­
and let her dinner cook itself! Yes, you can put a complete 
meal in the oven of your modem automatic electric range and 
have it cook while you're away. It'll be piping hot and done 
to aT when you return! 

• • • • • • • ·······PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY 



BERNARD SAMUEL 
MAYO A CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. 

o,-riCE Or T H E MAYOR 

PHILADELPHIA. T, PA.. 

GREETINGS 1948 

I extend cordial greetings to the people of 
Philadelphia and to those living beyond the city limits 
who, during 1948, will witness the spectacles to be 
presented by Philadelphia Mummers. 

These presentations will include the New Year's 
Day Mummers' Pageant, the Show of Shows to be held in 
our Convention Hall and the Summer Frolic, which will be 
entertainment features of the Republican and of the 
Democratic National Conventions to be held here in June 
and July: 

To the many thousands of participants in these 
pageants, I express the grateful appreciation of the 
people of Philadelphia. The Philadelphia Mummers have 
won highest honors in their field of entertainment and 
are known the Country over and even abroad as distinctly 
a Philadelphia institution. 

I am sure tbat the pageants arranged for 1948 
will maintain tbe high standards which have characterized 
the Mummers since their organization many years ago. 
They have attracted millions of Americans and have won 
their plaudits for outstanding performances. 

Sincerely yours, 



1720 North Second Street Philadelphia 22, Pa. 

DAMON & FOSTER 
Civil Engineers 

SHARON HILL PENNSYLVANIA 

Repa1rs and Alterat ions Time Payments or Cash 

JOSEPH CIARDI NO 
Paperhanging Painting Electrical Work Cement Work 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

HOward 8-3651 602 Tasker Street 

; 

PHILADELPHIA AUTOMOBILE COMPANY 

Kaiser • Frazer 
216 N. BROAD STREET PHILADELPHIA 

Tailors 

SPOTLESS 
Cleaners • Launderers 

Furriers 

Main Office Plant, 2033 N. 63rd Street TRinity 7-3771 

ADVERTISING FRAMES MIRRORS MOULDINGS FRAMES 

REVS IN 
PICTURE FRAME MFC. CO. 

Framing Carefully Done 108-10 N. 8th St., Phila., Pa. 

The Pioneer Manufacturer of Ball Bearing Motors 

ELECTRO DYNAMIC COMPANY 
Established 1880 

Manufacturers of Direct and Alternating Current Motors 

Bayonne, N.J. 

CHARLES NOLL 
Inc . 

Property Management 
Appraisals Insurance Mortgages 

Marshall Rd. at Windermere Ave. 
Lansdowne, Pa. 

Where Lansdowne Meets Drexe l 
Hill 

Philadelphia Office. 614 Bulletin Building 

See the Show of Shows 
In recent years the string bands division 
of the Philadelphia Mummers decided 
that the time was appropriate to hold 
their "show" indoors. These gala attrac­
tions in the Philadelphia Convention 
Hall, where the audiences could sit in 
comfort and away from the vagaries of 
the weather, was an innovation that was 
appreciated from the beginning and 
caught the public's fancy. 

So widespread is the reputation of the 
Philadelphia Nt.w Year Shooters' and 
Mummers' Association that many people 
come great distances to see these attrac­
tions. 

Two performances <.re held each year 
shortly after the New Year's Day 
Pageant. Over 15,000 people crowd the 
hall to overflowing; many standing 
throughout the evening. Hours before 
the doors are opened holders of tickets 
are lining up outside. Each perform­
ance is a sell-out. The tickets are sold 
by members of the string band clubs and 
are always in great demand. 

A master of ceremonies is on hand to 
keep the public informed by public ad­
dress system, announcing each club and 
novelty upon its appearance. 

Each of the string bands has the floor 
by itself to put on its own show. The dif­
ferent clubs presenting multi-colored cos­
tumes highlighted with the colored lights 
of the Convention Hall to create a bril­
liant setting. 

February 3 and 4, 1948, arc the eve­
nings scheduled for this pagcnt of music 
and mirth. These shows are destined to 
be the greatest ever presented and will 
have many surprises and novelties with 
over 1,000 performers. 

Reserved sections have been set aside 
for both evenings and everyone is re­
minded to obtain their tickets well in 
advance from members of the clubs of 
the association. 

The "Show of Show~" can truly be 
called "A Night of Nights." 

RAY SMITH 

Hugh Wheeler, Sr. Fancy Club 



AQI IA STRI'W; B ,\ 'l ll 

PARADE 0FFICI:.RS 

Elmer W. Leyrer . Honorm-y Captain 
Fred ]. Kesel Directo r and CajJlain 
Daniel Pronchick Assistant to Director 
Sol Ginsburg Assistant to Director. 
Maurice Tarno!I Musical Director . 
William 1\fuhlberger Asst. Mus. Dir. 
Andrew Gazak .4.sst. Mus. Dir. 
Edmund Caykoski D rill Master 
Charles l\fuhlberger . Parade Marshal 
Fred ]. Kesel, Jr. . Artist and Designer 

ExECUTIVE OFFICERS 

Edward Sylvester 
Charles Coyle 
John Lauer 
George Breig 
Isaac Kilman 
Philip F. Silver 
Sol Ginsburg 
Joseph Kozak 
\>\'arren Shields 

Preside1zt 
Vice-President 

Recording Secretm-y 
Financial SeCI'etm-y 

Treasurer 
Publiritv 1\Ianager 
Business Afanager 
Sergeant-at-A nns 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

Organited in 1920 by Elmer \V. 
Leyrer, Freel J. Kesel, and nine 
other members, Aqua is the oldest 
in continuous participation in the 
parade and is still conducted by its 
original directors. "Aqua" was 
chosen at the time of organization, 
when the controversy over Prohibi­
tion was at its height. 

Among present Aqua members 
who first paraded from the old 

FRFn J. KESFL, Director and Captain 

;\.'orthcrn Liberties section . are 
Charles Coyle, Edward Basso, Jr., 
Gus Troy, Philip F. Silver, Samuel 
Silver, Joseph D. Nazarene, Isaac 
Kolman, and Maurice Tarnoff. 

Aqua has appeared in cities from 
coast to coast, playing at conven­
tions in Portland, Oregon; Chi­
cago, Atlanta, Boston, and across 
Canada from St. John's to Van­
couver, stopping at Quebec, l\.Jon­
treal, \Vinnipeg, and Edmonton. 
The band was also officially named 
the "New York \Vorld's Fair String 
Band" in 1939. 

Freel Kesel, captain, has paraded 
with many of the members since 
1912. Formerly with olcltime string 
bands, such as the Oaky, Hartman, · 
and the Talbot, he also was the 
first to introduce the bells. 

Old in experience, Aqua today 
is never hesitant in trying new 
ideas in the• N.e,1-y, Year's parade., 
The 1947 theme; "St George and 
His Dragons,:' was a sensation. 

I 

• 

THE HoRN oF 1'1.1·.:-- 1 Y 

S)mbolic of the United States 
leading the world to peace and 
plenty. 

Costume- Dramatic presentation 
of Uncle Sam contributing food to 
the hungry people of the world. 
Eighty-five men in gold and white 
capes, adorned with a sequined 
horn of plenty and bordered with 
golden bunches of grapes. sur­
mounted by huge white spangled 
and plumed back pieces with a 
central motive of wheat entwined 
with ribbon. Cherry-pink suits ha\'e 
gold puffed shoulders, gold spread 
collars, and are hand printed with 
glittering plumage. Trousers have 
imitation of wheat in gold span· 
gles . 

Captain - ·white satin suit 
trimmed with gold spangl~s. 

Musical Numbez-s- "1 Fell in 
Love," "Dream On," ' ' A q u a 
Cheers." 

7. 



REAL 
SERVICE 

Real-ly Clean 

Laundry 
SERV ING PHILADELPHIANS SINCE 1925 

Damp Wash Thrifty Service 
Blankets & Curtains 

1202-12 Reed St. Phila., Pa. 

Sarah d :lJrejjShop 
2334 S. Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

Protective Motor Service 
725 S. Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

Weinrich Bakery 
7 6 7 4 Ritner Street 

Philadelphia 

Meat Market 

2251 S. Front St. 

FU 9-7653 

LOUIS IACONI 
UplwlAltllUnq 

1543 S. 7th Street. Phila. 

ofena ~ Jfowe,. Shop 
248 South Street 

Philadelphia 

Dll 4-9362 

Quaker Paint&. Glass Co. 
Auto Glass & Mirrors a Specialty 

1300 S. lOth St. Phlla. 47. Pa. 

N & N Cattle Buyers 
Wholesale 

BEEF VEAL LAMB 

N. W. Cor. Front & Dickinson 

Quaker City Beverage Co. 
IMPORTERS 

Piel's Light Beer National Premium Beer 

1732-40 Lombarcl St:, Philaclelphla 

Mummery an Ancient Custom 
Mummery is as ancient as man's dream 
of getting outside of his customary life; 
it is as old as man's imagination. 

Tracing back through the mazes of 
history that led to England and Ger­
many, to ancient France, pagan Rome 
and Greece, we find mummery has in­
fluenced customs and perpetuated many 
interesting traditions. 

Every nation had its festivals at one 
time or other, each marked by parades 
and display of fanciful costumes. The 
pagan Saturnalia and carnival, for ex­
ample, an ancient Roman festival of 
Saturn, beginning December 17th, was 
marked by unrestrained merrymaking. 

As far back as 400 B. C. Roman labor­
ers observed this feast of the Saturnalia 
in honor of their god, Saturn, and the 
reaping of the harvest. They made calls 
on friends, they exchanged gifts and it 
was customary for some of the gifts to 
bear greetings for a happy new year. 

Slaves sported robes from their mas­
ters, and the patricians, wearing fantas­
tic costumes, roamed the streets with 
their slaves. Age and rank were forgot­
ten for the great fiesta and all persons 
were free for the day. There was a mu­
sical background for the capers of the 
multitude with songs and ballads be­
fitting the joyous occasion. 

An early custom was the Florentine 
carnival usually held the beginning of 
Lent- a day ~et aside by the monks ol 
the Middle Ages for the lords of mis­
rule and the abbots of unreason. 

At this time, England and Germany 
celebrated their Christmas masque, re­
sulting in riotous indulgence. This took 
the form of a dramatic entertainment 
popular in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
and followed usually an allegorical 
theme which embodied pageantry, music 
and dancing. 

Immigrants and travelers brought 
these ·customs, celebra:ions and festivi­
ties when they came to America seeking 
peace, liberty and freedom. Continued 
through the centuries of American his­
tory, this traditional gala pageant of 
Philadelphia symbolizes the ushering in 
of the new year. 

Dm.nx1c ToRELLI 
Liberty Clowns 

ROOSEVELT. 
BANK 

Point Breeze Avenue 

21st and Wharton Sts. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

EAGLE MILITARY SHOP 
UNIFORMS 

Full Line af Accessories 
Select Line af Men's Fine Furnishings 

A. Menei 2504-06 So. Broad St. 

Trim or, Inc. 
Lomar Manufacturing Co. 

PAJAMAS 

1304 Race Street Philadelphia 

J. PITT & CO. 

Wholes ale Fruit & Produce 

144 Dock Street, Philadelphia 

J. B. CuRTIS & SoNs 
CONTRACTORS 

CEMENTING GRADING EXCAVATING 

2ND a OREGON AVI!., PHILA. 48, PA. 

]lul&mJk~ 
SINCE 1867 

MAKING THEM BETTER 
Philadelphia 

GEORGE S. JOE 

PHILLIPS and McGRATH 
(Licensed and Bonded) 

Formerly of COLLINS & PIDLLIPS 

ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

Suite 603 1321 Arch St. Phlla. 7 

PIERCE & REESE 
Wholesale 

Meats Poultry Frozen Foods 
s llf>lllym tr 

Hotels Restauranu Institutions 

130-132 N. Delaware Ave., Phila., Pa. 

W. T. Grant Co. 
DEPARTMENT STORES 



A\ ALON STRING BA ' ll 

Charles Gardner 
Otto Palmer 
Joseph Rudley 
Fred Ventresca 
Albert Nilsson 
Charles Gardner 
Chris Gerhardt 
Harry T. Lawson 

.: 

President 
, . . . 11 ice-President 

Fin. Sec. and Treas. 
. . . . . . ... . Secretary 

.. . Musical Director 
Drill Master 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Captain 

The Avalon String .Band in its last 
presentation, "The Crusaders," for 
religious and racial tolerance, re­
ceived an enthusiastic ovation at 
all of · its appearances. The fea­
tured musical number was "On­
ward, Christian Soldiers." 

Organi1ed on May 11, 1938, and 
formerl y known as the 12th Ward 
String Band, it has delighted Phila­
delphia spectators with music as 
gay as its colors. The band cele­
brated its first birthday as "Prince 
Charming"; second as that ever-to­
be-remembered "Deep Purple"; the 
third as "Fountain of Melodies"; 
fourth as "Moon Over Miami"; 
fifth as "Statue of Liberty"; theme, 

ALBERt NILSSON, Musical Director 

HARR\ T. LAWSO'<', Captain 

"This Is Worth Fighting For"; 
sixth as "V for Victory"; seventh as 
"Holiday in ;\fexico," theme, 
"Mexicali Rose." 

It participated in all the Mum­
mers' Shows and made appearances 
at Feltonville 4th of July Gelebra­
tion and at Forest Park in 1946-
1947. -

President Charles Gardner has 
designed and created the costumes 
for this band while Vice-President 
Otto Palmer is one of the original 
organizers. 

Avalon String Band was awarded 
sixth place in 1947, while Captain 
Harry T . Lawson was judged the 
third best dres~cd captain. 

-. _ ... ~ 

.'!' - - ' 

STRIHC BAND 

l\f USICAL fA NTASI F.S 

Avalon will march with 65 pla) ­
ers, featuring AI Neilmn and hi~ 
golden-toned sal\ophone. 

Costume- Scarlet with gold trim. 
Tailored cadet jacket, form fitting 
bell rromers, and flowing sash. 
Scarlet cape with gold lining. Shoul­
der dress has golden staff with 
scarlet crystal notes, and gold saxo­
phone on the back. Bandsman pat­
tern hat. 

Captain- v\lhite satin and silver 
brocade, with high silver-plated 
shoulder dress. Drill Master- Presi­
dent Charles Gardner in solid gold. 
Vice-President Otto Palmer in gold 
and scarlet. Muscial director in 
scarlet and gold. 

Musical Numbers- "On the Mall," 
"Red Head," "Avalon," "Heart­
aches," "Too Fat Polka," "It Seems 
Like Old Times." 

Drillmaster Charles Gardner will 
direct the band in executing a 
series of snappy and precise, 
counted, flank movements. 
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Superior Life Insurance Company 
734 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Operating in 
District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Georgia, Alabama and Kentucky. 

THOMASON PRESS, INC. 

Offset Printing INSTRUCTION MANUALS 

PARTS LISTS MAPS CHARTS GRAPH RULINGS 

509 Vine Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

SUPPI.EE • BIDDI.E COMPANY 
Radios ] 

Cutlery 
Sporting Goods 

Auto Accessories 

Wholesale 
Only [

Toys 
Tools 
Hardware 
House Furnishings 

507-519 COMMERC'S STREET PHILADELPHIA 5, PA. 

New and Used Cars STevenson 4-0200 

ADKINS-NASH, Inc. 

1415 NORTH BROAD ST. 1i SERVICE DEPT.-FRemont 7-7068 
PARTS DEPT.-FRemont 7-4162 
637 NORTH 18TH STREET PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 

ATHLETICS 
Philadelphia American League Baseball Club 

McCALLISTER'S • 
Service and Good Food Go Along with the Name 

WE CATER IN ANY HALL • HOME • BUSINESS HOUSE 
Banquets - Dinners - Weddings - Parties - Social Functions - 50 Persons or More 

1811- 15 Spring Carden Street Philadelphia , Pa. 

Mel .. alh Supply & Gasket Co., Inc. 
Tioqa and Memphis Streets, Philadelphia 34, Pa. 

GASKETS WASHERS METAL STAMPINGS SHEET PACKING 
POWELL VALVES TAYLOR FORGE WELDING FITTINGS 

FABRICATORS DURON HARDBOARD 

CALORIC CAS lANCES 
~CALORIC STOVE CORP . 

~ WI DENER BUI LD ING, PHILADELPH IA , PA. 

Mummery Comes to America 
And Philadelphia 
Something old is something New Year's 
Day because the history of mummery 
dates back more than 275 years and is 
actually the oldest folk custom of Amer­
ica. One of the earliest known accounts 
of a mummers' parade was written by 
Dr. Henry Muhlenberg, who established 
the Lutheran Church in America. He 
wrote in 1839: "Men met on the roads 
in Tinicum and Kingsessing, who were 
disguised as clowns, shouting at the top 
of their voices and shooting guns." 

Originally mummery's traditions and 
customs came from western Europe, 
and are traced down from generation to 
generation by accounts from early set­
tlers and old-time mummers' families. 

'.Yhen the Swedes came to Tinicum, 
just outside of Philadelphia, they 
brought their custom of visiting friends 
on "Second Day Christmas," December 
26, long before William Penn arrived 
from England in the good ship Welcome. 

Gradually they extended the period 
of their calls to the New Year, which 
was welcomed with marked revelry and 
joyous noises. Masqueraders paraded 
the streets of old Philadelphia and the 
other sections now part of the city. 

Many of the revelers were armed; they 
carried pistols for protection along with 
their bells and other sundry noisemakers. 
And as expected, the pistols and even 
muskets were called upon to add their 
emphatic blasts to the din of "welcoming 
in the New Year." Those who "shot 
in" the New Year naturally became New 
Year's shooters and thus they established 
an identification through the years. 

The early Swedish Mummers ap­
pointed a leader, or "speech director," 
who had a special little dance step and 
who recited a rhyme like this: 

Here we stand before your door 
As we stood the year before; 
Give us whiskey, give us gin, 
Open the door and let us in. 
Even during the Revolutionary pe­

riod, New Year's Day continued to be a 
day of carnival and friendly calls. Gen­
eral Howe, whose redcoats occupied the 

(Continued on page 12) 



Edward 1'. Broomall 
Ernest Thompson 
;\Jatthew Gibson 
Charles Broomall 
jame~ V. Broomall 
Thomas Broomall 
Edward 1'. Broomall 
Charles Lehman 
Charle~ Hcrneckcr 
Peter A. Broomall . 

President 
r'ice-President 

Treasurer 
Secretarv 

Drill Maste'r 
lii usic Director 

Costume Director 
Publicit)• Director 

Sergeant-at-A nm 
Captain 

The Peter A. Broomall String Band 
was organized March I, 1930, in 
South Philadelphia by Pete Broom­
all and a few old-timers from the 
'Vildwood String Bancl. 

The captain paraded in former 
years with Wildwood, Quaker City, 
and Ferko String Bands, and in 
both fancy and comic divisions with 
the Lobster Club, M. A. Bruder, 
·white Caps, Wyoming Hayseeds, 
and Hardly Ables. 

Edward Broomall, son of the 
captain, is again designing a mas-

f.DWARD P. BROO\IALL, Pre.~ iden t 

Pn FR A. BRoo~IALL , Captain 

terpiece in costuming for the club 
this year. 

The Broomall String Band i~ al ­
ways out there trying, and will con­
tinue to, although the going has 
been roug·h at times. The Broomall 
String Band is noted for its excel­
lence of music and never-tiring 
efforts of the captain to put on a 
great ~how at all times. 

The band meets every Tuesday 
night and good fellowship is pro­
moted throughout the year by its 
members. 

STRINC BAND 

<; ~ V o\1.1 I• \ S !·RI• 'iADI 

Cusl u me-Represtnt~ sl,iers with 
sh. men abreast , all co lors of the 
rainbow, with each line a different 
two-color combination trimmed 
with gold and bullion br<J,i((. The 
sl,ier's cap consisl~ of sun goggles, 
and a 5-foot circular piece, repre­
senting ~now , of white satin and cel­
lophane colored marabou . Equipped 
with pair of gold skis, 6 f~et long. 

Ca ptain - Costume represents 
"King Winter." Scalloped cape, 
cand ) pink satin lined with gold , 
trimmed with white ostrich boa. 
Pointed collar !'i feet wide , 3 feet 
high, crown, scepter, etc. Drill Mas­
ter dressed in old rose satin cos­
tllme; lieutenant in aqua hlue satin. 

l\Iusical Numbe rs- "The Sun Val­
lev Serenade," the new semation, 
"The Mummer~· Parade," "Too 
Fat Poll,a," etc. 
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NEIBAUER BUS COMPANY 
CHARTERED BUS SERVICE from PHILADELPHIA 

to 

NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, DELAWARE & MARYLAND 

7120 N. Broad St •• PhUa . 26, Pa. 1520 Farraqut ATe •• Bristol. Pa. 
HAncock 4-8100 Bristol 572 

WII.BIE BUICK, Inc. 
Authorized tB.ui& Pennsylvania's 

Largest Buick Dealer Sales and Service 

1724 N. BROAD STREET, PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

JOHN B. KEMMEL & COM PA NY 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating 

INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTIONAL RESIDENTIAL BRUSH OR SPRAY 

Satisfaction Guaranteed--We Employ Only Master Painters 

1236 OLIVE STREET PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

BEST 
BUY'S 
BUICK 

1306 DRURY STREET 

Justly Famous Sandwiches • Special PlaHers 
Delicious Appetizers 

CHICK - HARRY - EDDIE PE 5-4827 

Finest Service • Prewar Prices 

BEST BET'S B E R R y 8 R 0 s. 8 u I c K I lri c . 
Broad and Pike Streets, Philadelphia 40 BAldwin 9-6400 

We Telegraph Flowers Established 1876 

DE 4-1637 

1707-09 West Passyunk Avenue, Philadelphia 

GLIDER TRAILER " Better Trailers Only" STREAMLITE TRAILER 

GUEST HOUSE TRAILER SALES, INC. 
TOURING TRAILERS 

Authorized Sales Service 
S. W. Cor. Roosevelt Blvd. and Cottman St. Philadelphia, Pa. 

· LEW TENDLER SAYS: 

"We're Serving the Finest Food in Town!" 
Featuring Steaks, Chops, Sea Food See Our Newly Decorated 

Banquet Room 

Lew Tendler's Restaurant 
Open Sundays 227-229 South Broad St. 

( Continu ed fro m jJage 10) 

city, staged the "Meschianza" in the 
Wharton mansion on New Year's Day, 
1778, and the ill-starred ~Iajor Andre 
described it as a "gay and gorgeous 
spectacle." 

George Washington, following his 
inauguration, began the official c':'-stom 
of New Year's Day calls and contmued 
it during the seven years h occupied 
the presidential mansion in Philadel­
phia, then the capital. 

The mummers continued to celebrate 
annually in their own traditional way. 
Reciting doggerel and receiving in re­
turn cakes and ale, groups of five to 
twenty, their faces blackened, would 
march from home to home, shooting and 
shouting, doing friendly impersonations 
of General Washington and burlesquing 
the fashionable English mummers' play 
of St. George and the Dragon. 

A character that always accompanied 
their "Washington" was Cooney Cracker, 
a clown whose costume and antics make 
some historians believe he was the fore­
runner of the Uncle Sam of today. This 
shooter impersonating Washington had 
several poems and speeches to recite, 
which still survive. One couplet runs 
as follows: 

Here am I, great Washington, 
On my shoulder I carry a gun. 

These characterizations greatly amused 
Washington, and those rhymes were re­
corded by one of his aides. Another one 
of Cooney's verses ran: 

Here come I, old Cooney Cracker, 
I swear to Gawd my wife chews 

terbacker; 
A pipe is good; cigars are better, 
Buy me some grog and I'll_ write 

you a letter. 
The burlesquing of their fashionable 

mummers' play and the increasing num­
ber of the black-faced revellers, offended 
the "social leaders" of the day. It caused 
them in 1808 to force through the legis­
lature an act, declaring that "mas­
querades, masquerade balls and masked 
processions were public nuisances," and 
decreeing that all persons who allowed 
masked balls in their homes, entertained 
shooters or participated in these or sim­
ilar demonstrations, would be subject to 
a fine and imprisonment not to exceed 
three months. 

Nevertheless, the farmers, tradesmen, 
craftsmen, apprentices, laborers and 
members of fire-fighting companies con­
tinued to stage clandestine masquerades 
on New Year's Eve and New Year's Day 
and there are no records of any convic­
tions under this act. They continued 
their own ideas of celebrating New 
Year's and clung to their rifles and pis­
tols and friendly calls in "welcoming in 
the year." Gradually they acquired the 
name "shooters," which is still used 
today. 

With such a rich background it is no 
wonder that the traditional Philadelphia 
Mummers' New Year's Day Pageant has 
continued for over a century and be­
comes more colorful and spectacular 
each succeeding year. 



DE NERO COMIC CLUB 

joseph Del Quadro 
Domenic Mercaldo 
Frank A. Costa 
Anthony Travaglio 
John De Nero 

President 
Vice-President 

Financial Secretary 
Recm·ding ~ecretary 

Treasurer 

DIRECTORS 
Perr)' Menaldi , Louis Del Quadro, Samuel 
Massi, Nicholas 1\ofarturano, john 1\lercaldo , 
Anthony Brunetti, Michael Farina, and 
William Helverson. 

The John De Nero New Year As­
sociation was organized on Sep­
tember I, 1929, and made its first 
march on January l, 1930. The 
club was named for John De Nero, 
who was a magistrate o[ the City 
of Philadelphia in that year. It has 
never missed a New Year's Day 
parade since aml has appeared on 
many other occasions. Winner of 
three first prizes and runner-up in 
numerous New Year parades of the 
mummers and shooters, it claims 
the distinction of being the oldest 
of the comic clubs. 

MICHAEL MARTURANO 

Frank A. Costa, financial secre­
tary of the club, is a member ?f 
the state legislature and co-chair­
man of the Philadelphia delegation 
at Harrisburg. He has paraded 
with the club since it was first 
organized. 

Some of the 1947 De Nero Club 
awards are as follows: 

De Nero Comic Club, second 
place. 

'Villiam Helverson, second best 
dressed captain. 

Chinese Peace Terms, third in 
brigades. 

Tracy's Detectives, third in 
float. 

Toomaf!os Haberdashery, sec­
ond most original costume. 

S. Carter, 4, fourth juvenile. 

COMIC CLUB 

:J~eme 
CajJtain's Cape- "Working To­

gether for a Better Philadelphia." 
Shows buildings, parks, highways, 
bridges, etc. Bill Elverson will 
carry the cape of three sections, 
each 12 feet long. 

B1·igades- "Comic Musical Band," 
Mike Farina, leader of 20 men 
playing jazz on toy instruments; 
"Police Cleaning Up," lead by Sam 
Campane; "The World in Tur­
moil," Domcnic Mercaldo , captain 
of 25 men; "The World on 
Wheels"; "Bringing Them Home 
Alive," 40 men led by Harry Alessi 
and Frankie Hoppie; "Downtown 
Strutters," led by Sam Catamento. 

Band- Composed of 25 musicians. 
Float- "The Winner," leader, 

C.eorge Elverson. Sculler Jack Kelly 
rowing to victory. 

Feature - "Little Behind in 
Books," leader, Richard Gamble 
and 10 youngsters. 

Banner Car, Clowns, Dudes , 
Wenches- and other brigades and 
floats. 
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1\rnttti! 
lrrnrias ...... 

K-10068 0 

QUAKER. CITY STRING lAND 
Dir. lty .r.h• Mayer 

GOUlEN SUPPERS 

K-10018 0 
DUitNINC STRING lAND 

MacNAMARA'S BAND 
( O'C•nner-O'Sh.urh-.. ,.­

Three .htl.n) 

!\rantl 
ibrnria.s 

"()""' 
K-10108 

POLISH-AMERICAN STRING l AND 
Dir . by Stan Guta w•ld 

HELENA POLKA 

mrrnrbs 
h.-10198 0 lnKlr umenlal 

PreHnhnr 
THE FIRE FIGHTERS STRING BAND 

Dir~ by Leo Kau(rnann 

mrrnrbs 
K -1014A 0 

UPTOWN STRING BAND 
Dir. b,. Jo1. Clanliao 

FOUR LEAF CLOVER 
Dizon-Wootl 

Vooal 

lJP..- F4VORITf STRINC 
I [BANDS 

• 
K1006 

Golden Slippers 
Quaker City March 

by Quaker City 
String Band 

K1007 
Margie, and All By 

Myself 
I've Been Working on 

the Railroad 

K1012 

by Quaker City 
String Band 

Whispering 
Sleepy Time Gal 

KlOOS 

by Quaker City 
String Band 

Scrap Iron 
Heartache by Durning 

String Band 
K1009 

McNamara's Band 
Waiting for the 

Robert E. Lee 

K1010 

by Durning 
String Band 

Who'll Buy Me a 
Drink! 

Helena Polka 

K1011 

by Polish-American 
String Band 

Thunderer March 
Guitar Polka 

K1017 

by Polish-American 
String Band 

Auld Lang Syne 
Hail, Hail, the Gang's 

All Here 
by Polish-American 

K1019 
String Band 

Fire Fighters' 
That Old Gang of 

Mine 

K1021 

by Fire Fighters 
String Band 

Wait Till the Sun 
Shines, Nellie 

Mummers Salutation 
by Fire Fighters 

String Band 
K1013 

Auld Lang Syne 
Barbara Polka 
b y Uptown String Band 

K1014 
Four Leaf Clover 
My Little Girl 
by Uptown String Band 

Ask Your Dealer for These Kranti Records 

LEADING WINNERS IN 1947 
FANCY CLUBS 

I. GALLAGHER C LUII 3. S. D . WHEELER CLlR 

2. OREGON CLUB 4. H uGH WHEELFR, SR., CL B 

I. HENR Y SALTEi'\ IIERGER 

2. HARRY 1\'IARQ IS 

3. HUGH "\\' HEFLER 

I. RICHARD KLOSSMA'I 

2. R1 HARD PARKER 

3. "\V'ILLIAM SMITH 

I. T HOMAS NAPOLEON 

Best Dressed Captain 

Best Dressed Clown 

Best Dressed Jockey 

Gallagha Clui.J 
01·egon Clui.J 

Hugh JJ!heelel·, Sr., Club 

Gallagher Club 
01·egon Club 
Oregon Clui.J 

Oregon Club 
2. HARRY S IMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gallagher Club 

S. D. Wheeler Club 3. WILLIAM DOYLE 

Trio Jockeys 
I. FRANK WARD, l\ l cCUSTER, EDWARD QUINN . Oregon Club 
2. BILL REMENTER, GRADY, GEORGE KEENAN . . . • . • . . . • Gallagher Club 
3. JoE, CHARLES, JoHN • • .•• • .. . •.. . ....••..• .. . _ .S. D. TV heeler Club 

Most Handsome Costume 
I. HE!\RY HENDRICKSON .. • .. . .. • .. .. .. .. .. . 
2. R oBERT Z IEGLER ... . . •••• _ . . • . . • . . . . . . • . • • . •. 

Gallaghel· Club 
Gallaghe1· Club 

Oregon Club 3. J osEPH B. D uFFY , JR • . ..... • .. . . . ..... • . .. . ••.••. 

I. JOHN MYHASUK 
2. JAMES CARLIN 
3. GEORG E GREENE 

Best Trimmed Suit 
Gallagher Club 
Gallagher Club 

Oregon Club 

Best Dressed Croup 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oregon Club I. STARS TO REMJ;:~IBER 

2. SILVERY MooN . 
3. R AINBOW PIERROTS 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gallagher Club 
.... ... . . ..... ...••... . S. D . Wheeler Club 

Trio Clowns 
I. ED, ART, Al\D E D K ELLY . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . Gallagher Club 
2. T ULLY BROTHERS ....... . ... . .. . . . . • . . ..... . . . S. D. IVheeler Club 
3. D EFRESNE BROTHERS AND B ERRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01·egon Club 

Special Mention 
I. ED WYNN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oregon Club 
2. D oN W ALBERT . . . . . . . . . . . . . •... . S. D. Jflheeler Club 
3. "\V'ENDELL GARDNER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oregon Club 

Best Dressed Juvenile 
I . H ARRY J. ROWAN, J R. • . . . . . . • . . Gallaghe1· Club 
2. ANDREW K NIGHT • . . . • . • . . . . . .. .• . . , • . . . . .. . . ... . . Oregon Club 
3. G EoRGE RooNEY, JR . . ..•.•• . .• H ugh Jf'heela, Sr., Club 

Female Impersonators 
I . F RANK HERBST 
2. JAY COLli\' AND DAVID SACCO . 
3. CHARLES S~IITH . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 

COMIC DIVISION 
I. l'URUL CLUB 
2. DE NFRO CLUB 

3. LIBERTY CLO\Vl~S CLUB 

Best Dressed Captain 
I. HARRY TYLER 
2. vVILLIAi\1 HELVImSO'I 

3. J oHN P URUL 
Brigades 

I . FIRST CITY TROOP 
2. MICKE\ 's ONIONS . 

3. CIIINESE l'EACE TERMS 

Croup 
I. P URUJ. CLUII 2. LIBFRT\ Cl OWi'\S CLII B 

Floats 
I . R ED Rml r.G H ooD . 
2. BLACK MARKET . . , . 
3. TRACY'S D ETECTII'ES 

Most Original Costume 
I. A ilE LI NCOLN . . ...... . . . 
2. T OOMAN'S HABERDASHERY 

3. LOOKI'G FOR A B OI\US 
Funniest Couple 

I. W ALLY's J EWELs .. 

2. MR. AND MRS. HYENA . 
3. BoB FELLOW AND !\fATE ... . . . • . . . . • . . 

Most Original Character 
I. POPJ:.\E 
2. NEw CHAMP AFrER 14 RouNDS 
3. A RIDE IIUT NoT HIE LAST . .... 

Special 
I. STOCK l\fARKET K li'\G'S AuTo 

2. F. STJMEL ..• . 
3. D . H FRMAN .. 

Mention 

. S. D. Wheeler Club 
.. S. D. Wheeler Club 

. . Gallaghe1· Club 

4. ;\fURRA\ CLUB 

5. Hoc 1~1 "'D CLuB 

.Munay Club 
De Nero Club 

Punt/ Club 

Punll Club 
Hog Island Club 

De Nero Club 

3. HoG 1~1 1 '"' CLUII 

Libe1·ty Clowns Club 
Purul Club 

De Nero Club 

Murray Club 
De Nero Club 

Purul Club 

Hog Island Club 
Purul Club 

Mw ray Club 

Murray Club 
De Nero Club 

. . . I.ibel'l)' Clowns Club 

. Libe1·ty Clowns Club 
· Purul Club 

. Murray Club 

L DoMEi'\JC I"oRn.u 

2. FRANK LEI'I'S 

3. KEENAN, JR. 

Juvenile 
Liberty Clowns Club 

Purul Club 
. . . ..... Murra)• Club 

STRINC BANDS 
I. F ERKO STR I"G B AND 3. D UR, Ii\G STRI:\G llA'D 

2. Q UAKER C ITY STRI'\ G BAND 4. AQUA STRING BAND 

I. ] OSEPH A. FERKO 
2. W AL TJ~R K ROP .. 

3. H ARR\ T. L AWSON 

Best Dressed Captain 
. . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . Ferko Striug Band 

Polish -American Sll·ing Band 
. • . . . . . . . Ava lou String Band 



Roger Regan President 
Michael Semnick Vice-President 
James Durning, Sr. . . .. _. Treasure!· 
John Regan . . . Financial Secretary 
Christian Stroemetl Recording Secretary 
John Mcintyre . Sergeant-at-A1·ms 
James Riti Musical Director 
Axel Linde ,4sst. Musical Director 
Edward Peterson Drill Master 
James Cuthbert Drill Maste1· 
James Durning, Sr. Captain 
Jake Young _ Lieutenant 

BoARD OF DIRECTORs 

William Feeley, chairman; Edward Regan, 
Thomas Peak, Thomas Regan, Sr., Joseph 
Everitt, John Regan, James Durning, Jr., 
Fran!.. Ventrola. 

The Durning String Band, or­
ganized August 6, 1935, as the 
Thomas Connor String Band, pa­
raded in the New Year's Parade of 
1936, receiving twelfth prize. Fol­
lowing this parade the band 
changed its name to the 48th Ward 
String Band. Under this banner, 
the band struggled under difficul­
ties, and was unable to win first 
prize. However, the band received 
first prize in 1937, and then won 
second prize a few times. 

In 1943 the name was changed 
from 48th 'Varcl to James Durning 

ROG ER REGAN, President 

String Band, after James Durning. 
Jr., who was a sergeant in the 
United States Army and who was 
then serving in Europe. It is now 
a chartered organization. The band 
now owns its club house, 1533 Jack­
son Street, and supplies free music 
all year for any charitable cause. 

Among the many important 
shows where the Durning String 
Band performed were: Atlantic 
City beauty pageant, Madison 
Square Garden boxing show, Phila­
delphia Evening Bulletin IOOth 
Anniversary and July 4th celebra­
tion, Allentown Hallowe'en parade, 
Forest Park, Washington-Eagles 
football game at Washington, D. C. 

Recordings made are in great 
demand. Some of them are "Mac­
Namara's Band," "VI'aiting for the 
Robert E. Lee," "Heartaches," and 
"Scrap Iron." 

;})urning 
STRINC BAND 

PEG o' 1\IY HEART 

Cmlumc- Made of Nile green 
and white satin. Jacket has Eliza­
bethan sleeves, trimmed with silver 
spangles, and a cloak hangs from 
shoulders to street. The head dress, 
made by members of the barid, is 
a 32-inch green and white heart, 
surrounded with 36 white ostrich 
plumes. The band , which will 
march 8 abreast and 10 deep, is the 
largest in the parade. 

Captain- In white satin trimmed 
with silver spangles, with a head 
dress the same as those of the mem· 
bers of the band except that it is 
twice as large. Lieutenant Jacob 
Young, also dressed in Nile green 
trimmed with silver spangles, will 
aid the captain. Edward Peterson is 
drill master, and James Riti, mu­
sical director. 

llfusica/ Numbe1·s A series of 
"heart" songs: "Heartaches," "Heart 
of 1\fy Heart," "Heartbreaks," etc. 
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PALDA RECORD COMPANY 
presents the 

MUMMER'S 

PAR.DE,l~7 

"AMERICA'S CREATEST PACEANT" 

Six Selections by the Prizewinners 
Album P 106 

106 A 1 That Old Gang of Mine 
Alexander's Ragtime 

Band 

106 A3 Beer Barrel Polka 
Window Washer Man 

106 A5 Oh Dem Golden Sliopers 
My Little Girl 

Other FERKO Selections on Single Records 
P 101 Dilly Dally Polka P 105 Fight On, Pennsylvania 

When You Wore a Tulip Alma Mater (Cornell U.) 

P 102 Golden Slippers P 107 Christmas Medley 
Hello! Heartbreaker 

P 103 If You Knew Susie P 108 Drunkard Medley 
Whispering Auld Lang Syne 

P 104 I Want a Girl P 109 Heart of My Heart 
We Are the Boys from the Irish Medley 

Bowery 

Ask lor These String Band Records 
At Your Record Dealer's 

Parade Rules •d Regulations 
Fancy Division 

Cluh must have captain's cape with at least 20 
page boys. 

Best dressed groups must have at least 20 
men in costumes. 

Handsomest costume can be considered as one 
man carrying the costume. If he has extra men 
to carry out his theme this is agreeable, but 
only one man is allowed under the competing 
costume. 

No musical brigades are to be considered for 
prizes. 

No costumes are allowed on wheels; any suit 
on wheels will be disqualified. 

Club must have at least one band. 
No horses will be allowed in parade unless 

pulling floats. 
Cards to be handed to the judges by one 

man, representing his own club in front of 
the judges' stand. 

Cards will signify character of costume being 
presented. 

Bands going up Broad Street in costume will 
not be judged for any prize, they will just 
supply music for the line of march. 

All costumed entries must start at Broad and 
Porter Streets and finish at 6th and Girard 
Avenue to qualify for prizes. 

Members are to be reminded that there is 
to be no immoral conduct along the line of 
march. 

The captain will be held responsible for the 
conduct of the club and the above rules. 

Comic Division 
Each club must have a captain's cape with 12 

page boys or more and cape must be carried not 
on wheels. 

Each club tO have two or more bands. 
Each club must have 100 or more men in line. 
No horses will be allowed in parade unless 

pulling floats. 
Smearing the faces of spectators along the line 

of march and other improper conduct will not 
be permitted. 

No horseback riding. 
Club captain will be held rc,pomil,lc for the 

conduct of his club. 

String Band Division 

Band mu~t have 35 players in the line, but 
no more than 10 other members at any point 
of the compass, either vertical or horizontal. 
(In suits- this does not mean marshals or 

service men.) 

No floats shall be allowed. 

No string band shall be more than one block 
in back of the preceding one; if so it may hurt 
the standing for a prize. • 

No brass or cup instruments such as: trom· 
bones, French horns, etc., shall be allowed. 

Each band shall be allowed three minutes 
in front of the judges' stand. 

The following system shall be carried out for 
the judging of the string bands: 50 points for 
music; 30 points for costllmes; and 20 points 
for novelty, drill or theme. 

\ string band shall be allowed to have one 
pleasure car carrying a banner and a sign in 
front of the car; also a closed car for the rear 
of the band. 'lo extension on the sides or back; 
nothing to extend above the car or above the 
hanner. 

Amplification, either on instruments or in 
any way connected with the string band, is 
absolutely forbidden. 

No animals of any kind allowed. 

Any string band wearing old suits must get 
last prize. 



FERKO STRING BAND 

Joseph A. Ferko 
Harry A. Leary 
Willia m DeSantm 
Ralph Maleno 
John E. Arleth 
Robert T raub 
William Conners 

Cap tain 
P1·esident 

Vice-President 
Busiuess Manager 

Secretary 
Musical Directo1· 

.~ ss l. Musira/ Directm 

The Joseph A. Ferko String Band 
first appeared in the Philadelphia 
Mummers' Pageant in 1923, led by 
Captain Joseph A. Ferko, for 
whom the band is named. The 
year 1948 will mark Captain 
Ferko's thirty-third of active par­
ticipation in Philadelphia's annual 
civic event, having led other band~ 
before organizing his own. 

The record for the past twenty­
five mummers' parades shows this 
band has won the championship 
ten times. The themes were : 

1927- Cards, 1929- Stars, 1930 
Guards, 1931- Fans, 1932- Indians, 
1936 - Maharajahs, 1937 - Lights, 
1938 - Heralds, 1939 - Day and 
Night, 1947-Bouquets. 

Besides the band being honored 
as the 1947 championship string 
band, Joseph Ferko also received 
first prize as the best dressed cap-

HARRY A. LFARY , President 

JosFPH A. FF.RKO, Captain 

tain. The club's record of winning 
tour straight championships in two 
series is also unequaled. 

The band, answering the re· 
quests of its followers, made record­
ings and the response to this ven­
ture has been beyond expectations. 

During the past year the Ferko 
Band appeared in the Thanksgiv­
ing Day parade for Macy's in N ew 
York City where they were well re­
ceived. They appeared in the 
movie, "The Miracle of 34th 
Street," which was built around 
the Christmas spirit at Macy's. 
The band's other activities this 
year were many, including visits to 
charitable institutions. 

The Ferko Band is nationally 
known, appearing throughout our 
country, three times at the New 
York World's Fair, at the Canadian· 
National Exposition in Toronto, 
and Atlantic City beauty pageants. 

Many original members are still 
active. 

STRINC BAND 

Fr:RKo's REDWI,, G REVELERS 

Costume - "'hite satin su it 
trimmed with red plastic and gold 
sequins. On the breast of each suit 
is a rising sun. Blanket-effect cape 
is edged with sequins and each 
corner has a rising sun. Trousers 
are white satin with a border of red 
plastic, the frayed edge trimmed 
with sequins. The head piece has 
56 plumes, white dipped in red, 
the stems lined with red sequins. 
The back of the costume is trimmed 
with plumes in red and white, 
edged in sequins. There will be 68 
men in line, 8 abreast, 8 deep, and 
4 marshals. 

Captaiu- Red satin trimmed with 
gold , containing 72 plumes. 

Musical Numbers - "Navaho," 
"Redwing," "Hello," etc. 

A snappy drill, representing an 
Indian peace dance, will be exe­
cuted. 
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Twenty-Six 
-0-0ne 
Parkway 
Apartments 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

EDGCOMB 
Steel Co. 

TWENTY-TWO 

Years of Service 

D St. Below Erie Ave. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

WERKO 

Thomas Peak 

MACHINE 

COMPANY 

6913 Ditman Street 

DE 8-2488 

Herbert Peak 

PEAK'S ~~ 
CAFE 

TELEVISION 

18 N. ELEVENTH STREET 

PIDLADELPHIA. PA. 

Neighborhood Appearances 
Increases Clubs' Popularity 
During the year, the clubs appeared a t 
numerous public affairs, both in and 
out of town, notably the Ferko Club 
appearing for Macy's in New York. This 
club was shown in a scene of the picture, 
"Miracle of 34th Street." 

The Durning, Polish-American, and 
Aqua Clubs drew applause at the At­
lantic City beauty pageant. 

At Allentown, a tremendous number 
of people lined the streets for the Hal­
lowe'en parade where Durning, Hege­
man, Aqua, and Wheeler Clubs ap­
peared. 

The Gallagher Club sent one of its 
capes and a brigade to Newark for Bam­
berger's Thanksgiving Day parade. 

Polish-American and Durning String 
Bands performed at the Washington 
versus Philadelphia Eagles football game 
at Washington, D- C. 

Eight string bands played consecutive 
weeks at Forest Park throughout the 
summer season and appeared at the 
grand finale in August. 

Mummers' Clubs Look Back on 
Their Greatest Year 
The year 1947 was the greatest in the 
mummers' history- The different shows 
performed by the association, the many 
appearances of the string bands during 
the year, and the recordings made by 
these clubs, created more interest in 
them, both in and out of town, than in 
any previous year of activities. 

The New Year's Day Pageant was 
televised over Philco Station WPTZ_ 
The Summer Frolic was televised by 
WFIL-TV_ 

The New Year's Day Pageant was per­
formed in probably the worst weather 
in the mummers' history- Many costly 
costumes were damaged or destroyed. 
Musical instruments also received severe 
damage to the tune of many thousands 
of dollars. 

However, the string bands, with only 
a few weeks of preparation, put on a 
magnificent show at the Philadelphia 
Convention Hall on the evenings of Feb­
ruary 4 and 5, 1947_ 

Each evening 15,000 people attended, 
with many standees cheering their favor­
ite club and other clubs for their de­
lightful performances. Although these 
evenings were also stormy, and the pub­
lic came under difficulties, there were 
many early arrivals and the ever-growing 
audiences testify to the popularity of 
the performers. 
· The "Show of Shows" will again be 

shown at the Philadelphia Convention 
Hall this year, February 3 and 4. 

THE PHILANTHROPIC 

MUTUAL LIFE 

INSURANCE COMPANY 

HOME OFFICE 

COMMONWEALTH 
BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA 7. PA. 

THE PHILLIES 

Philadelphia 
National League Club 

SHIBE PARK, 21st & Lehigh Ave. 

beer 
distributors 

McKernan 
and 

McCartin 
1907-1913 JACKSON STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

v~~ CLASS 
%;~.· _,.~'-&. for all purposes 
//. .• i0 ,.ill 

~i:r~ ,Jf'Y MIRRORS 

METAL STORE FRONTS 

H. Perilstein 
No Connection With 

Any Other Firm 

524-32 LOMBARD ST. 
LOmbard 3-4423 



FIRF-FIGII rERS STRir.;r. BA II:D 

\Vilbur Dunlap 
Lt. Fran!- Rid1 
Clarence Davis 
Fred l'>ard 
Charles Schoenleber 
Leo Kaufman 
Walter Schofield 
Joseph Feil . 
William Schultz 
Salvador Manganaro 
George E. Duffy 
John Ostapczyk 

H o11. P1·esideut 
President 

r'ice-President 
. Secretarv 
Treasurer 

IH usical Director 
Dl•il/ Master 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Costumer 

Custodian 
CafJinin 
Director 

Fire-Fighters String Band was or­
ganized March 4, I 945, at Engine 
Co. No. 22, 214 Pine Street, Phila­
delphia, Pa., by the following 
members: George E. Duffy, John 
Lauria, Harry Y. Dittmer, Salvador 
Manganaro, and Edmund Burke. 
The organization is composed of 
Philadelphia firemen and auxiliary 
firemen. 

Captain George Duffy, one of 
the organizers of the Fire-Fighters 
String Band (and formerly con­
nected with another string band 
club) , is a battalion chief of the 
Philadelphia Fire Department. 

LT. FRA'\K RICH, President 

GFORGE E. DUFFY, Captain 

The Fire-Fighters have made nu­
merous appearances both in and 
out of town. Some of these in 1946 
and I 947 were as follows: 

Tall Cedars convention, At­
lantic City. 

Delaware firemen's conven­
tion. 

Dover, Delaware; Claymont, 
Delaware. 

Penna. firemen'~ convention. 
Quakertown, Pa. 
Dedication of American Le-

gion Home at Jenkintown. 
Veterans Hospital, Coatesville. 
Doylestown, Pa. 
Pulaski D;:ty parade. 

The Fire-Fighters participated 
in the Show of Shows held at Con­
vention Hall and the Summer 
Frolic held at the Municipal Sta­
dium in September. Their presen­
tations were always well received. 

5-ire-5-iflklerj 
STRINC BAND 

DIXIE i\JJNSTRELS 

Costume- Original Dixie Min­
~trel~ uniform. Lead suits are red 
and white striped satin trimmed in 
silver and red braid. Banrl~men 
wear red anrl white ~atin suits with 
silver and red braid trim. Each of 
the 70 marching members wears a 
satin high hat and a sunflower in 
his lapel. The color guard is com­
posed of members of the Philadel­
phia Firemen's American Legion 
Post No. 686. 

CajJtain- \\'earing a powder blue 
and white satin cos tume, trimmed 
with silver cloth and bra ided span· 
gles. 

i\-Iw ical Nu m bers - "Are You 
From Di,.ie ," " Best Things in Life 
Arc Free," " i\ fa , She's !\faking Eyes 
at 1\-fe," "Baby Face," "Put Your 
Arms Around i\Je, Honey," "Swan­
nee," "Is It True What They Say 
.\hout Dhie?" 
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Hollancl Furnace Co. * 2544 S. Broad Street * 6223 Market Street * 6710 Old York Road 
Philadelphia 

GREEN 
SPRING 
COMPANY 

4527 Lancaster Ave. Phila. 

LUMBER TRANSPORTATION 

W. W. Smith & Sons 
1826-32 East Russell Street 

Philadelphia 34, Po. 

H. L. YOUNG & CO. 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

ROOFING • SIDING 

17 Myrtle Ave. Chatham Village 
Havertown 

~ 
tBJUJ:I.IulllA 
507-11 Carpenter Street, PhUa. 

MEAT 
PROCESSING 

Her111111 C. Belser Co. 
Wood • PATTERNS • Metal 

840-42 East Atlantic Street 
Philadelphia 34, Po. 

Atlantic Steel Boiler Co. 
Manufacturer 

OIL BURNING 
LOW PRESSURE 

BOILERS 

S. W. Cor. 24th and Brown Sts. 

HARRY KROUSE 

StuJefmkel' 
DJSTRmUTOR 

667 N. Broad St. Philadelphia 

Mummers' Parades and Clubs 
Have Colorful Early History 
The first official parade was on Janu­
ary 1, 1901. Hours before midnight 
crowds lined Broad Street. A newspaper 
of that day said, "The city has put its 
seal of approval on the mummers. The 
lawmakers were there as sponsors and 
directors and from the windows of the 
courts of justice, wives and daughters of 
the city officials viewed and enjoyed the 
scene." 

Mayor Ashbridge and his cabinet sat 
in the reviewing stands and acted as 
judges. The stimulus of this city spon­
sorship for which the City Council ap­
propriated $1,725 to be distributed as 
cash prizes, and the resulting national 
publicity, caused the formation of many 
new clubs and the reorganization of old 
ones under new leadership. 

The "Silver Crowns," captained by 
John Hoar, were the first to pass in re­
view. Hoar, garbed in an elaborate cape, 
supported by a line of page boys, majes­
tically strutted through the wind-swept 
street while the throngs cheered and ap­
plauded. 

The early Clubs, some now passed be­
yond recall, had amusin~ names. There 
were: "The Early Risers," the "Dark 
Lanterns," the "Hardly Ables," the 
""\1\Thite Cap§," the "Energetic Hoboes," 
the "Red Onions," the "Corinthians," 
the "Half and. Half," the "Golden Slip­
per," the "Penn Treaty," the "Ivy Leaf," 
the "Cucumbers," the "White Turnips," 
etc. Sometimes .these clubs were namt!d 
after neighborhood celebrities, such as 
the George A. Furnival Association, and 
the John T. Sla ter Club, whose name it 
bears today. 

The Golden Crown has dropped out. 
The Point Breeze Club and the George 
A. Furnival were di solved; the latter 
has become the Charles Klein Club. 

This earlier parade was different from 
today's parade only in the number of 
clubs participating and the elaborateness 
of the costumes. Enthusiasm marked the 
same spirit of joviality and a good time 
for the paraders and the thousands of 
spectators that lined the streets. The 
comics entertained with their clever and 
exciting antics. 

So successful was the first pageant that 
the City Council decided at once to ap­
propriate money fo.- prizes for the follow­
ing year, resulting in the formation of 
several new clubs and in increased mem­
berships in organizations already exist­
ing. 

It was not until the second city-wide 
parade that string bands appeared. 

The first string band was called "The 
Trilby." It was led by an optician, Dr. 
Louis Samuels, a veteran shooter. It be­
came a great attraction and received so 
much acclaim that it was awarded a con­
solation prize of $25, although the city 
fathers made no provision for this clas­
sification. 

The mummers found a real friend in 
the late Bart H. HcHugh, a booking 

(Continued on page 22) 

PASSYUNK 
LAUNDRY 

INC. 

"Consistently 

Clean" 

1921-31 Point Breese Avenue 

·Philadelphia 45 Penna. 

S MI 4-7430 andwich Steaks to 

Tenderloins TASTEE STEAK CO. 

Economical 

Averaqe Weiqht Each 

Kutrite~Ready to Use 

Serve & Save. Buy Tastee Steaks 

UNION BUS 
··TERMINAL 
13th & Filbert Sts., Phila. 

Body & Fender Work Sales & Service 

BECKER-MILLS, INC. 
PONTIAC 

41 55 Frankford Ave. 
)E 5-8050 Philadelfthia, Pa. 

SAM ·WOLFMAN 
'YfWai.A (/JJI.tl.!RA 

8314 Harley Ave., Phila. 

LARRY'S 
GARAGE 
Owned and Operated 

by a Veteran 

5010 North 
Mascher St. 

Across from Olney Hiqh School 
No Waltinq Open Sundays 



l"conanl Chiccia 
Harq Leonard 
Vince Leonard 
J. .J. Fralinger 
Fred Calandra 
Fred Calandra 
Joe Am brose 
John .J. Fralingcr 

P·1e>ideut 
f'ice-Preside1zt 

R ecordiug Secretary 
Treasurer 

Musical Director 
Seaetmy 

D rill Master 
CajJtaiu 

The John J Fralinger String Band 
was organized in 1915 by the late 
John J- Fralinger. His memory is 
i·evered by all shooters, especially 
the men who march and play un­
der his name. It was reorgani1ed 
by his son, John, Jr., in 19-±0, and 
has been going strong ever since. 

The ~tring band has a group o( 
hard \\'orkers who give their full 
support all year. They appeared in 
different parades for many differ­
ent organintions, such as the Chi!-

FRED CALAl\DRA, Musical Di1·ector 

}OH'I J. FRALI,GicR, CajJtail! 

~h-en's Home, Broad and Morris 
Streets, and St. Vincent's Home; 
at Forest Park, during the summer 
season; at the Runnemede, N. J, 
Hallowe'en celebration; and the 
Collingdale, Pa., 4th of July ob­
~ervance. One of the features of 
the band is that it sings besides 
playing, a novel attraction that has 
won approval and applause wher­
ever the band has appeared. 

The J J. Fralinger String Band 
was first in the Mummers' Parade 
in 1920, second in 1917 and 1922; 
third in 1915, 1916, 1921; and fifth 
in 1943, 1944. Once again this year 
the club is out to win the coveted 
first award as the finest string or­
gani7ation in the line of march. 

Jra/inger 
STRINC BAND 

A L' l D LANG SYNE 

Costume- Colors are green and 
white, trimmed with gold spangles. 
The head dress, which represents a 
clock and the Auld Lang Syne 
theme. has 36 canary plumes. The 
bad. of the cape features the "hour 
.glass." The band consists of 60 
playing and singing member~ and 
two aides representing "Father 
Time," ringing out the old and 
bringing in the new. 

CajJtain - All white uniform , 
trimmed in gold spangles. The head 
piece contains 100 white plumes. 

Musi (' a/ Number - " Peggy 
O 'Neill ," " Auld Lang Syne," "Red 
Head," "How Soon." 

The club will form a clock, de­
noting the II th hour, before the 
judges' stand. 

21 



Wholesale Dealer in 

Snappers, Shrimp, Hard Shell Crabs 

and Soft Shell C robs 

3244 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia 

CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH 

Charles A~ Bott 
Inc. 

4817 N. Broad Street Philadelphia 

Independent Pier Company 
Independent Towing 

Company 
Stevedoring Lighterage Towing 

Pier 34, South Wharves 

DE 6-0924 

FRED SCHMIDT 
Furniture Floor Coverings 

Oil Bur1lers 
Electrical Applia1lces and Radios 

52 30 Darrah Street Philadelphia 24 

~~R Hamburgers 
Imitated- Never Equaled 

Broad & Race Sts. Broad & Fairmount 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Atlantic White Tower System, Inc. 

SOLOMON LUNSFORD 
HAULING AND CONTRACTING 
CELLARS AND YARDS CLEANED 
ALSO ASHES AND DIRT REMOVED 

630 W. Columbia Ave. Philo. 

N. M. HOLDEN CO. 
HARDWARE 

Builders' Hardware, Mill and Contractors' 
Supplies, Points, Cutlery 

4325-27 Frankford Ave. Phila., Pa. 

Theatrical Costumes 

1629 Chestnut St., Phila. 

Cr~tllors 11rul Modw,. 1111d Histori&t~l 
~~--· · Desi811ws Costumes 

HoWARD C. \\ 11 LIA \IS, JR. 
c.all;aghe r C:Iuh 

(Continued fm.ll page 20) 
agent, and also the late Abc Einstein. 
The former suggested to John F. Towers, 
composer of two favorite mummers' 
songs, "Honey Boy" and "Scrap Iron," 
that his string band enliven the spec­
tacle with music. Towers, and his friends 
who worked with him, designed and 
made their costumes in time for the 
1902 parade. 

Some day it will be recognized that 
mummers' music is just as interesting as 
modern swing and calipso. This music 
of mummery played by our present 
swing bands has a distinctive seductive­
ness, a "folksy" quality, meriting- further 
study and attention. '"'hen that time 
comes the Philadelphia 1\'ew Year's 
Shooters' and 1\fummcrs' Association will 
be the sponsors of a new sort of Ameri­
can music that will give this city a repu­
tation as a center of music and song. 

The quaint costumes of the ancestral 
mummers have developed to the highest 
degree and the fancy dress sections have 
become very elaborate. Capers, comedy 
and frivolity have Pntered the celebra­
tions and some marchers become satirical 
in ridicule of national and local politics, 
and social activitic~. The old dogg-erel 
and crude balladry of the past have be­
come ambitious musical settings, with 
band~ of every character, particularly 
the string bands, beautifully costumed 
and well organi7ed with players of 
stringed instruments. 

The Philadelphia mummer is gener­
ally a man who works for wages rather 
than a salary. Many come from very 
humble families not rich in worldly 
goods, in fact, quite often there is pov­
erty in the immediate neighborhood. 
Yet, each New Year's Day he blossoms 
forth so gaily and in ~uch prodigality of 
pomp and outlay of expense that all the 
laws of economics and common sense 
seem to be topsy turvy. 

The neighborhood along Philadel­
phia's water-front north of Market 
Street, known as Kensington, Port Rich­
mond and Frankford, and a vast section 
south of Market Street- Washington 
Avenue and Passyunk Avenue- have 
many representatives in the parade. 

FIFTEENTH AND CHERRY STS 

Plrilade'flua 2. !Jn~ltlama 

Liberty Paper Box Co. 
Manufacturers 

PLAIN AND FANCY 
PAPER BOXES 

Main OHiee Emerald & Hagert Sts. 

M. P. DICKENSON 
AGENCY 

Equitable Life Assurance Society 

11 07 Fidelity-Philadelphia Trust Bldg. 

123 S. Brood Street Philadelphia 9, Po. 

RESTAURANT . , 
W.I'U,j" ' JOLLY POSTI Ill Jl 

""F .......... Am•• ' -~ ........ . ...... B 
Martin and Breen Co. 

Roofing, Waterproofing and Mastic 
Contractors and Engineers 

481 8 Folsom Street, Philadelphia 

j).ll.ltAilJJJlJUlJU:Jl 
IRON FOUNDRY, Inc. 
E. Passyunk Ave. below Federal St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Our Own Make 

CANDIES 
Open Evenings 

SID . South 52nd Street 

Felix Spatola l Sons 
Wholesale Fruits Vegetables 

Reading Terminal M~rket, Philo. 

HEINEL MOTORS, Inc. 
Dodge- Plymouth Cars and Trucks 

Expert Body Work Auto Paintinll' 
Auto Financing and Loans 

4HO N. Broad St. (Cor. Roosevelt Blvd.) 



Howard C:. Wi ll i:llm Preside11t 
RoherL l.iegler l' ice -Presiclent 
Henr)' SalLenhc•·ger Treasure r 
Charles \\ 'all.:er Rt•c. a11tl Fi11. ~rcrelfll)' 

John Tamulis Chairman of Trustees 
Fred i'.iegler Sergea11l -at-A n11s 
Henn Sa !ten berger Go fJlai 11 

The Ga llagher New Year Associa· 
tion, one of the youngest clubs in 
the fancy division, ha~ captured 
eight first priLcs in its I 2 years of 
marching. The club was organized 
on December 28, I 934, and char­
tered April 9, I936. Its head­
quarters arc at 1931 S. 3rd Street. 

Captain Henry Saltenberger, a 
New Year shooter for 29 years, wa~ 
a consistent king jockey winner 
with other clubs before the Gal­
lagher Club was organized. He has 
been captain for the past ten years 
and has won the title of best 
dressed captain seven straight years. 

Howard C. vVilliams, Jr., nine . 
. years old, son of President Howard 
C. \'\lilliams, first paraded at the 

HoWARil C. \\' n .r.tAMS , President 

HFi\R V SALTEi\IIFRGFR, CafJiain 

age of 17 months. He has been one 
ol the youngest mummers ever to 
march on New Year's Day and a 
consistent winner. 

These arc Gallagher winners: 
Gallagher Club, firs t, 1947. 
Henry Saitcnbergcr, fi rst best 

dressed captain. 
Richard Kiossman, first best 

dressed clown. 
Henry Hendrickson, first most 

handsome costume. 
John Myhasuk, first best 
- trimmed suit. 
Ed, Art, and Ed Kelly, first for 

trio of clowns. 
Harry J. Rowan, Jr., fi rst best 

dressed juvenile. 

(}affagher 
FANCY CLUB 

BriJ;ade-' 'The nutte rfi) . '' C:tl•taln How:ard 
r . Wllll:um; , follo\\ed h}' 4 }u'\enlles and as 
men . Gold costume with 144 plumes; men 
dressed In American beaut)' and t• hnrtreu,;e . 
Jlow:trd C. Williams, Jr., the pre~>ldcnt's son , 
follow~ . 

Handsomest Costume-' ' Diuc Dlrtl or llaJ)· 
11lness . • • carried b)· Henr)' Hendrickson. Roynt 
htue s ntln trhnmed with I ~0 white plumes a nil 
111l\'er sp;mglcs. Suit Is 16 reel hiJt'h and 18 
rcct wide. Mnr"hnl Wllllnm "chrman w ll l a!l ­
slst. . Ooh ZlcJtlcr, Franc!,.; l'<~ l amldn, and Ed 
Ahl'l , In cerise and gold. 

Captain's Cape-''The Pride o r Phl1arlcl· 
,,hl;~o'' llcnr)' Saltcnbergcr, assisted by 8 men 
and no PliJ:CS. Costume hnH two a llhouettes or 
Wllllnm Penn and the Libert)' Belt . Cnpe , ln 
blue and gold, Ia 350 rect lo ng and 22 feet 
wide , with overhead Atatuc 10 by 16 feet. 

.IUYenlle-''MisM Greate r Philndelt,hiA or 
10.t8 . " llnrry Rowan , Jr .. 0 yenrs, Blue ond 
gold, with n headplcce nr 150 blue plume&. tl 
rcet high nnd 7 feet wide . Jhmry lil"ndrlckson, 
Jr .• nnd Renny Boyce, Jr . 

.lackey Trlos-Chnrlcs Walker, Alex O'Draln . 
and Gcorgl! Reardon, In blue nnd white. Charles 
MurnrcHku. Alex MyhaUMnk , and Fred Reineck , 
In green and gold. Jim Hnppotd . Dill Rementl"r , 
a nd Joe Kelly. 

Clown Tria-Joe Kell y , .Jr . , Arthur hell )'• 
and Ed Keli,Y. 

Kin~; Clowns-Dick Kl o~uomnn In blue :mil 
"hlte . Mickey Me1umer In blnck and pink. 

Kine Jockey-Geo rge Kccmm In ornnce and 
J•Urplc. 

F e m ale Impersonator-Frank Howard . 
Tri m Suit -Joe Abel , hluc and white; Jlmm)' 

('arlin , green and white. 
Qro up- ''DenJamln Franklin Being Presented 

at Court or Louis XIV. '' .'SO men In colonial 
coRtumes. 

Twin Clowns-Frank Knnz and Elwood Zlnk , 
ornnKe and black. 

Ame rican Indian Costume-John Cof1ln. 
lrl•h Klns--Jnme& Doughert)· . 
Amerlc•n .loclcey-Willtam Stmmeu In red, 

w hite , and blue. 
Special Mention Sultli-Blll Stumm, and 

DIU , J r. 



Advanced 
TOOL AND DESIGN CO. 
DESIGNS: 
Tool & Die 
Machine 
Cage 

PRODUCTION PLANNING 
PRODUCT DESIGN 

PLASTIC MOLD DESIGN 

WAlnut 2-2750 

228 S. 4th St., Philadelphia 

Wm. PENN 
FLUORESCENT LIGHT MFRS. 

William Ranieri, President 

1639 S. Broad Street, Phila. 48 

RENNINGER 
& GRAVES 

BLUE PRINTS 
S. W. Cor. 15th & Cherry 

henry's men's shop 
103 N. Broad St., Philadelphia 7 

Standard Fluid Dupllcatinq 
Machines and Supplies 

A. R. BAKER COMPANY 
2210 Chestnut Street 
Philadelpbia 3. Pa. 

Fme Repa iring 

C. Ernst Doelling 
Musical Instruments 

809 Callowhill St. 
Philadelphia 23, Pa. 

MA 7-1409 

PUMPING EQUIPMENT 
Sales a11d Se1·vice 

Walter H. Eagan Co., Inc. 
2336 Fairmount Ave., Philo. 30, Pa. 

STevenson 4-2451 

Stratford Printing Company 
OFFSET AND LETTERPRESS 

PRINTING 
1 007-09 Vine St., Philadelphia 

a o 
0 0 

oo Air-Conditi>Jned 

!'Track Bar 
N. E. Cor. 17th & Dauphin 

Joe end Henrietta Television 

Interesting Facts About 
Customs and Costumes 
For years the New Year's Day Pageant 
of Philadelphia has retained its spon­
taneity which i~ clearly as native to the 
Quaker City as are the rectangular 
streets on which the mummers march 
and dance and prance their diuy whirl 
of life and color. 

But the parade, hours in passing a 
given point where the judges select the 
winners of the different divisions, is vir­
tually a year 'round affair. No sooner 
is one parade over than the members of 
the clubs and their friends must begin 
to save and prepare for the following 
New Year's Day. 

Years of untiring effort have been de­
voted to perfecting the costumes of the 
clubs and bands. The clubs plan their 
costumes and funny garb months in ad­
vance. 

For the fancy clubs the captain's cape 
is the great attraction; generally it is 
sixty feet long, of white satin designed 
in gold and embroidery. The type of 
cape to be worn by the captain of the 
club the following year is quite the topic 
o[ conversation among· the mummers 
a ml their families. 

Throughout the year the men and 
women devote many hours of work de­
signing the beautiful costumes that will 
only be worn for the great day. This work 
is done secretly, keeping competitive 
culbs or curious children of the neighbor­
hood from learning any details in order 
to surprise them the day of the pageant. 
The women folk sew the capes while the 
men build the frameworks. 

;\Jearing the fall, they rent old barns 
and garages, guarding them day and 
night agaimt competitors who would 
try to learn their specialt numbers. 

l\fany of the traditions will continue 
through the g-lorious years to come. For 
imtance, there is a stern rule that a 
captain's cape, no matter how heavy, 
cannot sit on wheels; if this were ~o. 
the mummers argue, it would be a Ooat, 
not a cape. 
A~ many as 130 page boys have assi~ted 

the captain in carrying this cape. Even 
then, he has a tremendous struggle to 
get along·. Often the greatest struggle is · 
to pay for it, because the cost is five or 
~ix thousand dollars. 

A fancy costume never encroache~ on 
a comic one and vice-versa. 

The most gorgeous of all the costumes 
are worn by the string bands. Dressed 
in silks and satins as pirates, cavaliers 
and other famous characters of past ages, 
the musicians of the string bands pre­
sent possibly the most colorful appear­
ance in the whole pageant. 

A string band permits saxophones, 
clarinets, accordions and lyres, but can­
not use any electrical instruments, or 
horn, or amplification. So with popular 
tunes from their banjos, guitars and vio­
lins, they march and drill through the 
entire parade, receiving rounds and 
rounds of applause. 

(Continued on page 26) 

Doctors 

Approve 

Homogenized 

Milk 

For 

Babies 

COOKL YN MILK CO. 
3228 Dickinson St. Phila., Pa. 

CADES • Neckwear 
Philadelphia and Atlantic City 

Tiona Petroleum Co. 
Broad St. Station Bldg. 

Philadelphia 

IJJw.w.nJi ~ &IJ.aA 
BROAD AND RACE STREETS 

804 ARCH STREET 

Television Philadelphia 

ANTON DORFNER 
Cleaners Since 1890 

Daily Delivery Phila. & Suburbs 
1324 W. Girard Ave., Philadelphia 

Ardmore Branch 

ART • • • 
ENGINEERING • • • 
PUBLICATIONS • • • 

H. L. YOH COMPANY. INC. 
321 C"estnut Street • Philadelphia 6, Pa. 

_Better Brushes, Inc. 
FRANK ]. CHUFFOLO. Office Manaqer 

6912 Market Street 
Upper Darby, Pa. 

Lukens Trucking Corp. 
510 N. 4TH STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

TOOLS DIES JIGS FIXTURES 

PRECISION PARTS PRODUCTION 

At/anlic 
MANUFACTURING CO. 

Ninth & Master Sts .. Phila, Pa. 



Tht: Hegeman String Band was 
founded in 19~0 by Ernest A. 
Hegeman. Hi> superb bands won 
first prizes in 1921, 192-l, 1925, 
1926, and 1928. Philadelphians 
were thrilled by the magnificent 
performances of "Captain Kidd 
and His Pirate Band" in 1926 and 
the "Roman General Troupe'' of 
19.~8. 

In 1933 the club reorgani1ed 
with AI Fink as captain. In 1943 
Herman Seflin, the present musi­
cal director, joined the club and in 
that year it won first prize for its 
presentation of "Prayer for Vic­
tory." 

However, in 19J7 the Hegeman 
String Band reached a new high in 
garnering· honors, and establishing 
itself a~ one of the most distin­
g-ui~hed string bands. The theme, 
"l\Ioonlight over Niagara," was 
c_hecred at every performance. 

This mo~t-sought-after musical 
unit participated in many parades, 
conventions, and letes during the 

1-IJ.R~IAN SFFI.I'I , llfu.~iml Director 

AL Fr;..K , Caj1tai11 

past year. Some of the more note­
"'orthy included trips to Allen­
town, Baltimore, and Phillipsburg, 
a~ well as participation in the 50th 
anniverary of Atlantic City's fa­
mous Steel Pier this past summer 
of 19·17. 

The Hegeman String Band was 
pn\~cnted with an American Le­
gion "Distinguished Service Cer­
tificate" (only four being presented 
in the entire state) , [or· service do­
nated to vcteram' hospitals during 
World "ar II. This is the proud­
c~t possession in our collection of 
trophies that we have gathered 
~ince 1920, and certainly marks a 
new high for an accolade g·iven to 
a mummers' club. 

The club can attribute its stellar 
performanC':s to the musical direc­
tor, Herman Seflin, and Captain 
AI Fink, and can be counted upon 
to ~eek first honors in 19'18. 

fiegeman 
STRINC BAND 

L UCK\ STARS 

This year's presentation drama ­
tizes one of man's oldest sentiments. 
a fervent hope for a bright fuLUre. 
Since time began the shooting slar -
has been a symbol of good Ind. , 
and has, therefore, been used as a 
part of this }Car's theme. Such ex · 
pressions as "Wishing on a Star," 
and "Lucky Star," arc tied up with 
this fantasy. 

Costumes - Of starlight white 
satin, set off wilh blue and ~ihcr 
trimming~ Features the shooting­
star the unhersal sign of gnnd 
luck. 

Captain - AI ]:ink, assi~ted In 
Lieutenants Rudy Hallfehl Lou 
Kirner, and Frcd Kost, will. a~ 
u~ual , carry his trcmcndou'i cap­
tain's suit. 
Mu.~iml Num/n~rs-1\hl'> i cal Direc­

tor Herman 'icnin . a'lsi~tcd hy ~uch 
musician~ as Howard Dixon and 
Boh Malone, and Jame'i King-. drill 
ma~tcr. will lead the h;md in "You 
·\re i\ry l.ucl-.)' Star," "\\'i~hin~ 
Will 1\fal-.c It So," ph•~ other old 
and new popular l!irs. 

\\1hcn you sec the ~hnotin{\' 'tllr~ 
of Hegeman pa~sing In, h~ sure to 
make ) our wi~h! 
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LAUNDRY COMPANY 
Complete 

LAUNDRY SERVICES 
Finished Damp Thrift 

Our Modernly Equipped Plant INVITES 
lnspect1on . Scientific Wash ing Service 
Gi11es Longer Life to Your Linens 

2012 S. 11th St. Phila., Pa. 

SELBY, BATTERSBY & Co. 
Contractors 

Flooring Acoustical Painti11g 
Deco1·ati11g 

5235 Whitby Ave., Phila. 43, Pa. 

THE 

BAKER 
CUSTOM MADE 

UMBRELLA 
REPAIRING RE-COVERING 

2820 Germantown Ave., Phila. 33 

14 N. 13th St. 

JOHN-MYER 
CLEANERs & DYERS Co. 

3543 N. 9th St. Philadelphia 

Harvey Rhodes a Co. 
ARTIFICIAL LIMBS 

Since 1919 

91 E. Herman Street 
Germantown Philadelphia 44, Pa. 

MOONEY BAR 
714 RACE STREET 

Television PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

Justus Hommel 
tBaluvttj 

5642 N. Sih Str~et WA 4-4716 

Q!rnnes 
®1~ 1fn~lisq 

ffiavern 
333 West Queen Lane 
Germantown,Phila .. Pa 

(Continued from page 2-1) 
The string band division has become 

more and more popular in recent years, 
not only by its lilting music, but by the 
extravagance of the costumes. 

The comics also go all out in this 
colorful pageantry. The clubs vie with 
each other with many novelties and cari­
catures bringing out everyday topics of 
interest. 

A clown, if so classified, has to have 
his face painted as such, while a jockey 
mmt wear a jockey cap. 

No Ladies Allowed ! 
Tradition forbids females from Phila­
delphia's cavalcade of mirth, but there 
have been a few instances where 
"madam" sneaked in. 

Back in 1929, a newspaper woman 
made the first successful march. She 
dressed as an Eskimo and finished the 
entire parade unrecogniLed. The follow­
ing day she wrote a story for one of the 
Philadelphia papers telling about her 
difficulties, particularly of how she had 
to turn down many offers to smoke big, 
black cigars given to her by numerous 
shooters. 

The mummers ran into real trouble 
back in 1940 when they made the mis­
take of permitting a g·irl's band from 
Buffalo, N.Y., to parade with them dur· 
ing the show for the Republican national 
convention. 

The following year the shooters were 
swamped with requests from other fe­
male bands all over the country who 
desired to usher in the New Year in 
the traditional Philadelphia custom. 
Their requests were denied. 

Then five years ago, a mother of one 
of the mummers marched all the way to 
Broad and Race Streets, carrying a large 
photograph of her son, ·william, before 
it was learned she was a woman. Slw 
explained that she didn 't know the 
mummers' rules and intended to take 
the place of her boy who was then serv­
ing with the army overseas. She halted 
when a parade official explained the no­
women regulations. 

A young- damsel masqueraded as a 
page boy the following· year , but her ef­
forts to become a 1iwmmer were fruit--., 
less. She was discovered just as the pa­
rade started at Broad and Porter Streets 
and had to be content with being a ~pee· 
tator. 

PE 5-9870 

Q 'Rei/~ & White 
INC. 

Tax Consultants 
1506 Walnut St. Philadelphia 

BRANCH OFFICES 

Lansdale, Pa.. Lansdale 648 
West Chester. Pa .. West Chester 1766 

FANCY COSTUMES 
TO ORDER FOR 

SCHOOLS COLLEGES DANCING CLASSES 
FRATERNITIES MARCHING CLUBS 

Clarence E. Miller 
35 N. 11th St. Philadelphia, Pa. 

Phillies Auto Marl 
FOR YOUR CAR 

2600 N. Broad St. Philadelphia 

lJJJrpU-tRifl, 9M. 
Pioneers in Pest Control 

2212 Chestnut St. Phlla. 

CHARLES 1)/)/}~lScarap /) 
MAS I NGTON I f!/b { 
523 W . Venango Street Phila. 

THEO. C. ULMER, Inc. 
Richmond and E. Columbia 

NE 4-8850 

HARDWARE MILL SUPPLIES 

Kitchen Equipment [Hotels 
Restaurants 

Manufactured for Railroad 
Diners 

Angelo Colonna Bar Equipm't 

Boudinot and Westmoreland Sts., Phila. 

WILLIAM C. HALDEMAN 

Notary 
4644 N. Broad St. Philadelphia 

Oval Bar & Restaurant 
"In the Heart of Town" 

DELICIOUS FOODS 
Television 

15 North 13th St. Philadelphia 

-..Jkrmann j Baherlj 
7008 Elmwood Avenue 

SA 9-4379 



Carmen Belsito 
Paul Delany ... 
\lex. Sacttie 

Joseph l\fcCahc 
George Simmers 
George Simmer~ 

P1eside11t 
. . J'ice-Preside11t 

Fi11a11rial Secretary 
Recordi11g Secretary 

Treasurer 
CajJtaill 

The Hog Island New Year Associa­
tion was organiLed on January 16, 
1939, by a group of fancy and 
comic mummers formerly con­
nected with other clubs. Their 
purpose was to have a mummers' 
comic club in \Vest Philadelphia. 

The organiLer of the club was 
Bill (Pop) Wethman, who was 
born on New Year's morning, I869. 
Pop paraded for 70 years. He died 
in February, 1917. His place this 
year will be taken by another old 
timer, the oldest active comic 
~hooter today, Frank Moir, parad­
ing since I 890. The clubs that he 
paraded with were the old Dickey 
Club, Mixed Pickles, Bismark, Red 
Onions, Stork of Celery, Hardly 
.-\bles, 1\Iike and Ike, White Caps, 
Bruder, League Island, and now 
with the Hog Island. l\Ioir is now 71. 

CAR\IF 'I BFLSITO , P1·esider1t 

FRA'h. l\fmR. Oldest Mummer 
Paradi11g .\'ilwe 1890 

Other well-known members are 
Harold Sayers, parading I9 years; 
Sam Orr, 17 years; AI Kampmeier, 
16 years; George Crasdale, 16 years; 
Carmen Belsito, 13 years; Harry 
Adams, I I years; Fred Umsteller, 
i\Iike Meluzio, George Fromm, 
Joseph McCabe, all 10 years. 

George Simmers, another organ­
iLer of the club, will be captain 
again this year. He will be ably 
assisted by his four brothers, Bill, 
Bud, Charles and Tommy. 

Some of the 1947 awards were: 
(;norge Simmers, fourth best 

dressed captain. 
i\lickey's Onions, second 111 

brigades. 
Hog Island, third in group. 
The Gay Nineties, fourth in 

floats. 
\\7ally's Jewels, first funniest 

couple. 

J.Jog !}sfanJ 
COMIC CLUB 

ABlE'S IRISH NAV\' 

Captaiu 's Cape - Carried h) George 
Simmers, assisted by 16 pages. 

Brigades - Pepplemans, "Filley Fire 
Fighters," made up of 20 men; AI Kili, 
"Fashion Girls," 18 men; AI Kamp· 
meier, ''Gay 90's Bathing Beauties," 18 
men; Ray Fleming's Group, "Radio 
Quiz Show"; \\'ethman's "1\.iemory Bri­
gade" with H oward Croasdale. 

Juvenile- Bobbie Franchetti, age 2 
.)ears. 

Special C/on•u- Aiex Saettie. 
"Carme11 Jlliranda·'- ] ohn Franchetti. 
"Skelly the Sk~tlli11 11 Champ"- Buddie 

S immers. 
"Moloto/J aud His f'eto Aides"- Paul 

DeLany, Jr., and Johnni e Casper. 
"A ugcls"- Attillio Leonetti and Dee 

\·ines. 
A S uJtflreru Gentleman Pop Moir. 
Barber Shop Q~tartL'If<'-Mike l\lelu· 

zio, assisted b} Rocke) Franchetti and 
Buddie Pieffer. 

Marshals- Paul DeLany, Joe McCabe, 
Bert Graham, and Carmen Belsito. 

Feat11re Scoop Copples and Sailor 
Rill. 

Tire 4 By t/rcways aud the ~ Lees. 
Hog Is/aud Hillbillies Ba11d - with 

Bill Moir and Fritz l"mstetter. 
Clcnt•lls , Dudes . and 1,Venclres t)re· 

dominate in the line of march. 
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(TofJ' The Trii/Jy ~t1i11~ /la11d u11 New 

!'em 's Day. JQ02. T/11: (rnt stri11g ba11d 

to ~o 11/J llroad Strt·d. 

(Rip;lrt , tojJ) The origi11al four- the or· 

ga11iurs of the Trilbv Stri11g Ba11d i11 

1900. (~eater/) Lorlis ~amue/s mul ]ark 

Towers, leader. (Staudill.~) ]oh11 ll'yg· 
aud, ll' illram 'Iiebert. 

IRiglrt. lo111t'r l ](/{k '/ llll'<'IS. tire 011/1' 

sumivi11g 1111!111/Jer of /Ire ori~i11al fori!·. 

(lmmediatelr a/Jove) A11 origi11al cos· 

/ume l\' fJica/ of slwoters of the late 

SO's tmd 90'.<. 

(Lt•fl) A caj•tai11's badgt• wo111 ;, 1911 
by Charles l\lei11. 



(Top) At Fo rest Parlt: (lt:ft) Duming Striu .~ /Ja11d ; 
(center) LeRoy t\liller, llf~ C . ; (right) a section of 
crowd at the gm11d fiuale, Augu.ft 21, 1947. 

(Right, toJJ) :1 comic performing bP{ore the vets 
fmm T'al/e,, Forge Hospital at the "Summer 
Frolic," 1917. 

~ 
(Right, lowe1 ) A T!iew of a strinp, band at the Con-
Tiention Hall "Show of Shows." 

(Immediately a/Jape) Philrn televises the parade 
fmm City Hall throup./1 ~tathm W PTZ. 5ears, Roe­
buck & ComjJall)' was the sponsor. 

( /Jclow) Thl' mummrrs nt the Municipal Stadium 
in 1931. 
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TIRES 
NEW USED 

Vulcanizing 
Recapping 

Lancaster Tire Service 
4617 Lancaster Ave. Philo. 31 

ESTATE OF HA 4-6202 

JAMES B. HARTZELL 

m.o.num.Jll'lh. 
Broad and Haines Sts. Phila. 

"Say it with Flowers" 

tlillrr ~r.rrn~nu.a.r.a 
Chew Ave. & Washington Lone 

Germantown, Philo. 38 

Penn Elastic Co. 
Manufacturers of 

Knitted Elastic of Dependable 
Quality 

20 Maplewood Ave., Philo. 44 

Pasquale Leuzzi &. Sons 
CONTRACTORS 

C~penterinq Bricklaylnq Plaoterinq 

933 Catherine Street 
Estimates Cheerfully Given PE 5-8999 

FAUST'S 

?riJJbwMl 
DINER 
1608 w. 

Passyunk Ave. 

Photo Service 

Lommerciaf Pfwlographerj 
6039 Kingsessing Ave. Philo. 42 

PARAMOUNT 
DRESS COMP.ANY 
134-42" N. 13th St. Philadelphia 

S. W . Philadelphia Conservatory of Music 

A Complete Line of 
Musical Instruments and Accessories 

J. FREEMAN'S 
Voice Recordln9 School of Music 

6531 WOODLAND AVE. S!l. 9-8097 

West End Furniture Co. 
5215-17 Market Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Reliable SitJce 1907 Cash or B11dget 

The Early Mummers' And 
Shooters' Clubs 
According to the records the "Anti-Mas­
querade Act oE 1808" was to put an end 
to the mummers' New Year's Day frolick­
in~- and festivities: but this act was com­
pletely ignored by the shooters and police 
alike. However, the oldest tradition in 
America did suffer some neglect. ·Then 
in 1846 came the formation of the first 
New Year club, the "Chain Gang." With 
many other groups, they decided to per­
manently form an all year round social 
club and revive the gay spectacle. 

The formation of these numerous or­
ganilations changed public opinion and 
brought the repeal in 1859 of the "Anti­
t\fasquerade Act of 1808." 

In southeastern Philadelphia, known 
as the "Neck," shooting flourished and 
became more and more popular. In 
Smoky Hollow, Stone House Lane, 
Prospect Bank, 1\J artins Village, Gard­
ners Crossing, Greenwich Point, Peacock 
Farms and 'Vindy Point, it was the cus­
tom for the men to leave their dinner 
tables on N'ew Year's Eve to prepare for 
the celebration. Painting their faces, 
they would turn their greatcoats inside 
out, load their pistols and guns, fill their 
stockings with flour and await the mid­
nig·ht bell in the State House, which was 
the signal for the fun to start. 

The religious citizens visited their 
churches on New Year's Eve, and 
this, it is said, was the beginning of 
the watch-night services of modern days. 

As the New Year was being born, all 
sounds were drowned by volley after 
volley from the cheering and shouting 
shooters. \\' hen their ammunition was 
exhausted, the merrymakers sent for 
more and they devoted the balance of 
the; night and most of the following- day 
~omg fr~nn home to home, singing, dane­
mg. eatJJ~g. and making merry. 

The k1ssmg of pretty g-irls was an im­
portant feature of the home visits ami 
the "Neck's" most popular girl could be 
judged by the number of black smudges 
that streaked her face. It was said that 
some smart girls applied daubs of black 
to their faces to create' a demand for the 
New Year kissC's. 

After the _Civil "Var, more orderly 
groups orgamzed themselves into clubs 
and would meet months before the New 
Ye~r, preparing _fur the part they were 
gomg to play 111 the coming annual 
pageantry. During this period the 
Golden Crown, the Silver Crown, the 
Morning Star, and the Brig-ht Star Clubs 
were created. These clubs were well 
disciplined units and from this rivalry 
created competition and the desire to 
receive pri1es. 

These clubs continued to celebrate 
the New Year and march in their mn1 
nei~hborhoods, making- calls on tht>ir 
own friends. Housewives would oivc tlv· 
~aptains large cakes, which wer; place·! 
111 a wagon. Several days later at a 
social gathering, known as a "cake 
walk," they would be given to the 

(Continued on page 32) 

BEECHING MOTOR CO. 

HuDSON Distributor 

Whole sale Dept. Service Dept. 
Parts Dept. 

4848 Chestnut Street 

New and Used Can 
Retail Sales Dept. 

4721 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia Container Co. 
Combination Tin and Paper Cans 

Cores and Tubes 
S. E. COR. SWANSON 17 OREGON AVE. 

PHILADELPH~A 48, PA. 

Sonsitaly 
Bank & Trust Co. 

Broad & Tasker 

Sts.. Phila. 

PENNSYLVANIA PE 5-1607-1608 

APPAREL COMPANY 

Uniforms for Women 
1200 Walnut St. (Formerly 247 N. 12th) 

FRANKFORD BOX CO. 
1604 Vandlke St. JE 5- 0911 Phlla. 24 

Not Just Better-But The Best 
Cleated Fiber 
Cleated Plywood 
Cleated V Baard 

Boxes 
Crates 

Lumber - Skids 

F. W. Woolworth Co. 

Stinson ~ Aeranca 

Boulevard Air Port 
Roosevelt Blvd. & Red Lion Rd., Phila. 

C. H. Atherholt Machine Works 
METAL SPRAYING, WELDING AND 

GENERAL MACHINE WORK 

Sarah and Wildey Srs. Phila. 25, Pa. 

DAVID E. TRIESTER 
Insurance Real Estate 

47th St. & Baltimore Ave. 
6622 Woodland Ave. 

1421 Chestnut St. 
83rd St. & Eastwick Ave. 

KEYSTONE 
Rendering Co. 

Inc. 

Pacific & Bath Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



Ralph Tursi P resideut 
~richael Scarq l 'ire-President 
Charles Hermamon , Fiuanf"iaf Sec retarv 
.-\ugustas French ... R ecm·ding St!cre lary 
David W. Crawford . . Treas. and CafJt. 
Harry Jerden .. , Se1·geall t ·ai-A rms 

BOARD OF TRUl>TEEl> 
Fred Dilmperio, chairman; John McQuil­
lan . James Chambers, Jr. , Thomas Eg;m , 
Harry Hill . 

The Charles Klein New Year As­
sociation is again taking its place 
in the line of March after an ab­
sence of five years llue to war 
wnditions. 

The club was organiLed on April 
8, 1912, and is the oldest fancy 
dressed club in the line of march. 
It was an offspring of the old 
George A. Furnival Club, which 
paraded in the first Broad Street 
l\;ew Year's Day parade in 1901. 
Before the Furnival Club dis­
banded in 1912, they won many 
high honors. Charles Klein was the 
<.aptain and the new club was 
named after him. 

Captain Klein , an electrotyper 
hy trade, led his own club up Broad 

RAII'II T UJm , Presideut 

]) \\Ill l\'. CRA WFORU, Ca fJlahl 

Street in 1913. The club, since it1> 
inception, has won first club prize 
15 times and best dressed captain's 
cape 12 times. 

Three active members formerly 
with the Furnival Club, Captain 
David W. Crawford, .John Coyle, 
wstumer, and Harry Jerden, have 
received many letters of congratu­
lations from coast to coast and 
abroad for their displays. 

The Charles Klein N. Y. A. ha~ 
also paraded in Atlanta, Boston, 
Chicago, Cincinnati, and Portland, 
Oregon. This year's showing of 
this famous club is expected to out­
do all other years for its splendor 
and beauty. The making of the 
costumes is in the able hands of 
i\Ir. and i\Irs. John Coyle, who in 
former years have won many first 
prizes for their creations of cos­
tumes and captains' capes. Joseph 
Christoldi has also won many first 
prizes for his creations. 

Plans for this year are 
made by the hard-working 
dent, Ralph Tursi. 

being 
presi-

N.Y.A. 

Banner Car and Color Quard-"King for 
n as," Daniel Turs i, Greeting carried by D boyt£ . 

C011ptaln"• Cape-4 sections . 300 feet Jon.: . 
In royal b lue , white and yellow, with gold 
hrn ld and lace. Canopy, 12 teet high, trimmed 
with spaf\Kies and rhinestones; :SO page boy~> . 

Flo.-t- '' Fiamlng Arrow. •• Daniel Iannel li . 
Brlt:ades- " Captaln JUdd Pirates, •• Ml~hae l 

Ra).•o, captain. ''Prince Charming and His Es· 
corts," William Mcintyre , captain. 

Kin~ Clowns-John Stewart In o range and 
blac k, with arch or 12 spears trimmed In mara· 
hou and ttpangles . Harry Jerden , In white and 
red with I 2·foot arch. 

Kin& Jockeys-Tho mas Dettus In green and 
pink, with arch o f h o n;eshoea 8 feet h igh • 
. James Chambers, Jr .. In blue , white and 11lnk. 
Headdress of 12 h o rseshoes and 6 wh ite doveR , 
with spangles a nd rhinestones. AugustuR Frenc h 
In erchld and yellow . 

Jockey Trio-George Burke, Ma tthew Burke 1 
and Thomas Judge . 

Clown Trlo-CharleK Lerro , Ernie J o hnso n . 
and Alhert rlcclriHI. 

Handsomest Costumes-John Landy, In blue 
:and white. assisted b}' 4 pageM cnrryln~ 8 -foot 
stre ame-r& . Ralph Tursi as ''A Flllllnsr Star' ' In 
blue, while, and gold, trimmed In rh lneatones 
and hlue ttpangles . J o hn Lawler In purple , gold, 
and pink with arch 12 t eet high . 

Trim Costumes-Fred D . Imperio In g o ld 
and red , with IO· foot arc h trimmed In rhine~ 
sto nes, spangleM, and white marabou . John 
Gre en In black npd white , trimmed In hlne k 
marabou. Hank Carr In l('reen And KOid , Harry 
Fehhe In hlue :1nd tJtnk . Ha rry HI U In blue and 
gold . with to-root headp iece trimmed In white 
marnhou. George Murray ln b lue and g ohl . 
Louts Garnish In Whit~ and bla.:=k . 

Female tmpersoniltOf':li-1\llchnel P o und a.s a 
''ZieK(elct Follies Gi rl ,' ' In red and white with 
6·Coot headdress or red and white plumes and 
12·(oot trn ln trimmed In rhinestones and us ­
trlc:h (c:lthe rro. Charles Do n o va n . Alber t GraVeB, 
und Albert Ctrre ns ''Ame rican Beauty Glrh; , •• 
dressed In red, white, and blue, Harry Hall , 
In p ink and blue with overhead arch. represents 
a " Dream Girl. •• Harry Brendn as a " South 
America D a ncing G irl" In purple and Kold . Carl 
.Johnson w e aring }'eilow and Kold as a "Spanish 
Dancer.'' Leo Wats on as a ' 'Gu}' Nineties Girl . •• 
\\'endell Gnrdner ns ''Magicia n Magic . • • 

Handsomest Trim Costume-John McQuillan 
In pink. gold and green. 

4vlatlon Memortai-Bnrblerl Brothers . 
Spider Suit-Da niel Clapalfrc)" . 
Special Feature-''Japnnese S lave Girl.' ' 
Feilture Costume-"Sweeth eart , " ,James 

We lsh In white sntln. 
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Candy and Bake Shops 
Throughout Philadelphia 

Cochenaur Marine Co. 
Large Stacks 

MARINE HARDWARE SHIP SUPPLI ES 
KERMATH MARINE ENGINES 

525 Arch Street Phila., Pa. 

Main Line Construction Co. 
2701 Cobbs Creek Drive 

Ardmore, Pa. 

OJJU/a. Su/J.wW.tm 
]JLaJtdf.loJd:alio.n eo. 

RED ARROW LINES 
69th St. Terminal Upper Darby. Pa. 

TELEVISION 

HOTEL LAFA VETTE 
CRILL AND BAR. 

Chooce Wones, Liquors and Fine Foods 

Broad & Arch Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 

PENNSYLVANIA SUGAR CO. 

QUAKER 
PACKAGE SUGARS 

1037 N. Delaware Avenue, Phila .. Pa. 

F. P. HUGHES CO. 
Manufacturers . Importers 
FANCY LEATHER GOODS 

Wallets Billfolds Novelties 
Exclusive Agents. Marshall & Co. , London 

37th and Ludlow Sh. Phila.. Pa. 

Broadway Motors, Inc. 
Chrysler • Plymouth 

2701 N. Broad St. Philadelphia 

QUINN'S CAFE 
Your Host-"Charlie" QUINN 

20th St. and 
Lehigh Ave. 

c;;.. ~) 

f;Q 
Across ~' 

from the 
Ball Park 

(Coutiuued fmm page 30) 
marchers, usually as prizes to the out­
standing captains. That is the origin 
of the phrase "to take the cake." 

In the late 1880's the Thomas Clement 
Club was organized by a group of South 
Philadelphians. The club was named 
after Thomas Clement, a bottler, who 
paid one-half the expenses of this club, 
but could not be persuaded to put on a 
shooter's suit. This club paraded on 
New Year's Day, 1888, on lower Broad 
Street, and without competition was 
awarded $25, the first cash prize in 
mummers' and shooters' history. 

This started the innovation of mer­
chants contributing cash pri1es, together 
with various forms of merchandise, such 
as furniture and clothes. 

From this auspicious beginning, an­
nual New Year 's Eve fund-raising ball~ 
were started and became the social high­
lights of the year . The Silver Crowns 
held their affair in the Musical Fund 
Hall for many years. Other clubs en­
gaged other large halls to entertain their 
friends and to raise funds for their CO$­

tumes and music. 
At the close of the 19th century, the 

mummers' and shooters' clubs were an 
established tradition of Philadelphia. 
The City Council decided to recognize 
this tradition, requesting the clubs to 
band into one great parade up Broad 
Street as part of the New Year's Day 
celebration, and appropriated the sum 
of .$1,725 to l)e distributed as cash prin:s. 

Anything Can Happen Here ! 
Here are some of the more burlesque 
happenings in past parades: 

Some years ago the Silver Crown Club 
was so anxious to get started up Broad 
Street it moved out 15 minutes or so 
before any of the others. The parade 
marshal had to send a couple of mount­
ed policemen to halt them until the 
other marchers got under way. 

The next year the log was ~o thick 
that many mummers became mixed up 
with other outfits ami there was a ~rcat 
deal of confusion. One shooter, on stilts 
15 feet high, bumped into another pa­
rader and tumbled to the ground. It 
took 20 minutes before he could be 
righted by his companions. 

It was so windy in 1924 that "King 
Tut's" ashes were literally spilled all 
over Broad Stree t. A float, bearing an 
excelsior mummy representing the Egyp­
tian king was toppled over. The dum­
my split in several pieces and poor "Tut" 
was dispersed by the wind. 

J. Frank & Sons, Philo., Po. 

Van Horn & Son 
Jne. 

Theatrical Costumers 
S'nee 1852 

811 Chestnut St. PhUa. 

South African Feather Co. 
915 Filbert St., Ph ila ., Penna. 

PLUMES QUILLS OSTRICH MARABOU 
Everything in Feathers 

S. lssermon 

§qoyrr's 
FAMOUS RESTAURANT 

Philadelphia's Oldest Restaurant-Est. 187-" 
Famous From Coast to Coast 

412 Arch Street Open Every Day 

Quality S<nce 1880 

FORREST LAUNDRY 
A C;,mplete Cleaning Institution 

ST 4-2100 1215-25 W. Columbia Ave. 

Shirks Motor Express Co. 
719 Spring Garden Street 

Philadelphia 
WA 2-0495 

W. J. HISER, JR. 
• Florist and Landscape Contractors 

4234 Germantown Avenue 
Philadelphia 

Ask for 

NIESSEN'S ~~ 
at l' our Florist 

The Niessen Co. 
Wholesale Florists 

.A. J. Ellis Construction Co. 
Inc. 

Philadelphia, Pa. If/ ashi11gton, D. C. 

Phi/lies Auto Mart 
2600 N. Broad St. Philadelphia 



LIIHR'I\ Cl.oW'\S Co\IIC CLUII 

\\'illiam T orelli 
i\!ike .Jack'lon 
Sam Co\a 
AI 1\ lcll~n 
1\fike T erry 
Pete Ma rcello 
Charles William~ 

President 
T' ice-President 

Finan cial Secretary 
Rec01 rliug Secretary 

Treas~trer 

Captain 
Director 

Liberty Clowns N ew Year Associa­
tion was organiLed in December, 
I 93fi , by Billy Torelli, veteran of 
25 )Cars of New Year's shooting, 
who was made president. Pete 
J'viarcello became captain, with 32 
) ears' service. 

In 1939 this club made its first 
appearance in the parade and took 
third cl ub priLe. Two able men 
were added to the stafi of officers, 
Mike Terry, formerly with the 
Liberty New Year's Association 
and winner of many prizes; and 

' VILLIA" ToRFLLI, President 

1\liKE T ERRY, T reasurer 

Mickey Jackson, formerly with th 
Joseph Perri New Year's Associa­
tion. These two men have con­
tributed much to the success of 
Liberty Clowns. Mike Terry sub­
mitted numerous ideas and is re­
sponsible (or the club's floats and 
brigade arrangements. 

Club standings from the begin­
ning are : 1939, third; 1940, second; 
1941, second; 1942-43-•14, third; 
1945, second; 1946, third ; and 1947, 
third. In 1947 Liberty Clowns won: 

Third place for clubs. 
Float, James ·wallace, Red 

Riding Hood, first prize. 
Special Mention, Ralph Re­

cupido, Stocks. 
Group, Frolic Clowns. 
Funniest couple, Mutt and 

Jeff. 
Juvenile, A Boudoir Doll, 

Little Dommie Torelli, first 
prize. 

Jlterlg Cfownd 
COMIC CLUB 

Rainbo·w Clowns- 90 marching mem· 
bcrs. 

Captaiu/ s Capc- 0 lla. by Sitters." 
Juvcuilc Dommie Torelli , age 10, as 

a "Bride Doll." 
Floats- " Rationing" (They .\11 Died) ; 

" A \Volf, She's All Right For 1\Ie," 
with Joe Torelli; "Houdini Got Out of 
Everything, But Th is Coffin," with John 
\Vatson; "Car Up and Down," with 
Ralph Recupido; "The Haunt ed House"; 
"Human Cannon Dall/' with l\-rike 
Terr); "l\.·[alone Cleaning up the Rack­
ets" ; 14 5 he Is All Rtght for :Me," with 
James \Vallace. 

B•·igadcs - R. Torelli leading "Comic 
P~ge on Parade"; Ed Jackson, "Gay 
Nineties on Parade!' 

Fcaturc-"Housewife and the Grocer 
Dancing'' i Doh Jackson, "Going to 
North Pole to Sell Fans" ; "The Only 
\\'ay to Clean up at the Races." 

H oi/J''<'Oad Rcduciug Class - Nick 
Terry. 

IJJdividua / - "Groucho l\Iarx," Ralph 
La Post. 

uopcn tile Door~ Riclrard"- Rocco 
Buonadonna. 

"H orse and His Oats"- Andy Casa· 
laova. 

Fu11uiest Couple-"\Vrestling ltfatch,'' 
J oe La nuto a nd AI DiAngelo. 
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PONTIAC DEALER 

General Repairing 
Parts • Accessories 

Body Work Painting 

5737 WAYNE AVENUE, GTN. 

TE 9-7500 

Gordon- Wheeler 
Sales & Service 

Yachts and Cruisers 

Runabouts and Skiffs 

Marine Engines 

Martin Outboard Motors 

330 N. Broad St. Phila., Pa. 

MORTGAGES INSURANCE 

]AMES]. GRADY 
Complete REAL EST ATE Service 

1500 Porter St. Philadelphia 
Established 3 7 Years 

* 

DUN LAP 

PRINTING 

co. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Printers 

Binders ~ Rulers 

Lithographers 

* 

Parade Oddities and Notes 
The year I 92R was ushered in with a 
severe chill and seven female imper­
sonators, dressed too scantily for the 
weather, were restrained from parading 
by a policeman who remarked: "You 
can't flirt with pneumonia around here." 

The "ladies" made a second attempt 
to brave the colcl and the cop finally had 
to arrest them for their own protection. 

Two comic clubs failed to heed the 
word of the weather forecaster in 1929 
and discovered to their dismay he knew 
what he was talking about. The day 
started off with a shower, so parade offi­
cials decided to call the weather man 
to sec what the outlook was for the re­
mainder of the day. He said "a cloud­
burst." 

The two comic units scoffed at his pre­
diction, but the others Ii~tened and called 
the proceedings off until the followin~ 
clay. Needless to say, the comics looked 
like they had fallen in the Delaware by 
the time they finished their miniature 
parade. 

'"
1hen the parade was finally held on 

January 5 there was still some rain in 
the sky. It clrinl d slig-htly through the 
day and the marchers looked like snow­
men by the time they finished. The 
'\now" was actually paper and ticker 
tape thrown from windows by spectators, 
which stuck to t.he dampened uniforms. 

Rain delayed the I 932 parade so it 
was held the following afternoon. By 
the time the last unit completed its 
march, the crowd had to turn on the 
headlights of their automobiles to see 
the Aqua String Band's display. 

Dogs made their fint official appear­
ance in 1941, much to the dismay of a 
majority of the mummers. A couple of 
the pooches didn't seem to get along 
with the others and a regular free-for-all 
began. The shooters spent a p;ood part 
of the morning breaking up dog fights 
or picking themselves up after being up­
set by the racing canines. 

All things considered, the mummers 
have had their share of troubles and 
heartaches. but they have brought joy 
and happiness to the millions who watch 
their antics each year. And they don't 
forget the unfortunate. 

Since 1926 the string bands have been 
halted in front of all hospitals along the 
line of march, serenading the patients. 
One year, when the city mayor was ill, 
two of the bands traveled all the way to 
his home to play for him after the 
parade. 

Since 1942 the Mummers' Association 
has provided reserved seats for wounded 
veterans at the City Hall reviewing stand. 
The vets are there today and will be in­
vited guests for all future parades. 

THE 

Dozor Agency 
SPECIALISTS IN 

HOSPITAL INSURANCE 

1700 Sansom Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

JOHN T. 

McCARTNEY 
Roofing • Heating 

Philadelphia and Suburbs 

Sheet Metal W ark Shingling 

6303 Regent St. BE 6-2601 

William H. Odum 
JOBBING CONTRACTOR 

Painting Plastering 
Cementing 

Brick Pointing 
Carpentry 

Remodeling & Decorating 

4601 Paschall Ave. SA 9-6776 

Walter S. Sachs 
& Co., Inc. 
Investments 

1518 Walnut St. Philadelphia 

Sansom Ticket Ollice 
120 S. 16th Street 

Choice Seats lor All Theatres and 
Sporting Events 

Jack Feldman , Manager LO 7-6839 

J. JOSEPH 
EDELMAN 

BUILDING & ENGINEERING 
CONSTRUCTION 

DREXEL BLDG. PHILA. 6, PA. 

F. C. CASTELLI CO. 
Erie A:venue and F Street 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

CHILDREN'S MODERN PLAYTHINGS 

IN STEEL 

2 and 3 Burner 011 Stoyes Gas StoY•• 



.J. A. i\I tTRRA \' Cc~\IIC C1.un 

Harq• W. ' ( }lcr Presiden t 
Rohert Rodebaugh l 'h e-Prt'siden t 
.James T yler Treasm·er 
Joseph Keenan R1'1ordi11~ Serretmy 
Harry Stotsenhurg Fi111mf'ial Secretm ·v 
nan Herman Ca jJiai11 
,\1 7\forency Assista111 Ca jJiain 

BoARD OF DIRECTORS 

Carl Zeidler, Larry Feist , .John ,\smann , 
George Schaffer, rhoma~ N . Smith , Ed 
Herman. 

The .J. A. Murray New Year A~­
~ociation was org-aniLed in 1935 by 
Harry W. Tyler, the present presi 
dent. lt was formerly the D. A. 
Oswald New Year Association. The 
Murray Club has the distinction of 
being- first prize winners in the 
comic division [or four consecutive 
years. Under Harry T yler's leader­
~hip it took first club honors in 
1939, 1910, 194 1, 1944 . 

Harry Tyler, an enthusia~ti r 
shooter, is well recogni1ed, both in 

HARR'' \V. TYJ.F.R. Preside11t 

.ll i11iature figures fmm the Mu1Tay 
Club dis jJ /ay, show 11 o11 m1 ord inan• 
.\IJ [ II fm· comjmrison 

the \Jummers' A~~oLiation and as 
an ardent Philadelphia booster. 

1'\ ew Year·~ is the "big da y" for 
the i\ lurray lads, and the lun 
climaxes long weeks o[ work. 

This year, there will be [out· 
generations of the Herman family: 
Dan Herman , Sr. , 71 years old ; 
Dan Herman, Jr., Dan Herman, 
2nd, Pete Herman, Ed Herman, 
and Clifford Herman, 19 months. 

There will also be four genera­
tions of the Tyler family: Joseph 
Tyler, Sr., 7fi years old ; Harry Ty­
ler, Sr., Harry Tyler, Jr., Harry 
Tyler, .~nl , Joseph Tyler, .Jr., 
Harry T yler, 2nd, Joseph Tyler, 
3rd, Bobby T yler, and .Jack Tyler. 

Some of the honors for 1947 were: 
Murray Comic Club, fourth 

place. 
Harry Tyler, first best dress!:d 

captain. 
Abe Lincoln, first most orig­

inal costume. 
Popeye, first most original 

character. 

J. A murra';/ 
COMIC CLUB 

CajJiai11's CajJt•-" Rod.ct to the 
'loon." The cape . i ii feet long. i ~ 
carried by the capta in , Dan Her­
man , and 40 page boy~ . 

B l'igade.s- 30 clowns dres~ed in 
red and hlue suit~: " Keeping in 
St} le," 18 men; "Snuffy Smith's Tlug 
Race," ],; men; "T he Iri~h King 
and Hi~ Yo Yo ." "Champs," 16 men; 
";\lew 'i}'Stem How to Clean up on 
Hor~e~ ." Iii men; "In the nay> of 
the ;\:ine ties," 14 men; "Lolly Pop 
C:owho)s," I!! men. 

Fea tures- Hodgetts and Keenan 
as " Diamond .Jim Brady and Lillian 
Russell"; Larr) Feist; "lwo .Jima " ; 
and "Pope)·e." 

/111"'111/es- .Johnny Keenan as 
" Tielle of New Orlean•": Joseph Mc­
\llister as " Roy Rogers." 

F/oat- "The Uncrowned Champ." 
SOO Dudes and W enrhes. 
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ORGANIZATIONS 
G lass Bott le Blowers 

Association 

12 S. 1 2th Street Phila. 

PH ILADELPH lA 

Automotive Mechanics Lodge 
No. 724 

International Association of Machinists 

1334 Spring Garden St. Philo. 

Philadelphia Photo-Engravers 
Union 

Drexel Building, Philadelphia 

Tel-Aviv Villa 
125 W. School House Lane 

PhiladElphia 

TRANSPORT WORKERS 
UNION of PHILADELPHIA 

Local No. 2H, C.l.O. 

Fox BLDG. , PHILADELPHIA 

dlbM & C.l.u6 [.mplD.IJ!lil 
UNION 

LOCAL 568 A.F.L. 
1339 Spruce St. Philo., Po. 

UPHOLSTERERS' 
International Union of N. A. 

A. F. of L. 
Local No. 404 

2810 N. Broad St. Philadelphia 

Produce, Poultry, Fish, Oyster 
Drivers and Helpers Union 

Local 929, A.F.L. 

Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and 

B11tchers lf7 orkers of N. A. 
Local No. 198, A. F. of L 

1335 W. Girard Ave. Philadelphia 

B'NAI CHAIM SOCIAL 
213 S. BROAD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA 

\ Vu r. IA\1 S. Ctrrmn RT , comm issioner of A tlantic 
r.i l\' , i~ an illlt' l ested .~jJectator at the jJamde iu 
P!tiladl'ijJ!tia. 

TEAMSTERS' 
JOI Nl COUNCil 

No. 53 

of 

Philadelphia 
and 

Vicinity 

113 SPRINC CARDEN ST. 

PH I LADELPH lA 

Congressman from Texas, visiting Philadelphia 
for the l'vlltmmers' Parade, greets a 16-month ­
old shooter. 

CENTENARY 
FIRMS 

Philadelphia Cos Works 
Established 1836 

Serving t.he N ation's 

Most Progressive City 

PHJL1DELPHIA 

JOHN J. BAPTISTE 

L a lerin'} 
953 N. 48th Street Establis~ed 1818 

Clwuvticon WIRillll e.o. 
GAS METERS 

Established 1836 

1513 Race Street Philadelphia 

Elder & Jenks 
BRUSHES 

Established 4·15 Vine Street 
1793 Philadelphia 

I. J. HoRSTMANN & SoNs 
Established 1835 

WOOL 
18th & Washington Ave., Phila. 

Established 1 816 

WILLIAM B. MARGERUM 

PURVEYOR 
Reading Terminal Market 

MERSHON 
Patent Shaking Grate Works 

Makinq Grates Since 1830 

5750-52 Westminster Ave. 
Philadelphia 

S. S. lf/ hite Dental Mfg. Co. 
Dental Supplies 

Established 1844 

211 S. 12th Street Philadelphia 

Established 1840 

HENRY TROEMNER 
SCALES 

911 Arch Street Philadelphia 



The Oregon New Year Association 
was organized in April, 1934, com­
prising New Year shooters from 
various organizations, mainly fol­
lowers of "Jack Hines' Old 
Timers." The Oregon New Year 
Association ha endeavored to carry 
on the tradition of mummery, in­
herited from our fathers and grand­
fathers, dating back to 1899. 

Twice it has had a king munuuer 
or first priLe captain, and seven 
times it has won second prize. 

The organization, while one of 
the youngest fancy dubs, is com­
posed of some of the oldest and 
youngest fancy mummers partic­
ipating in the New Year parade. 

This coming year the members 
are striving to put on the street 

JOSEPH D UFFY, President 

I 

HARRY MARQUIS, Captain 

one of the largest dubs the organi­
zation has ever taken out. 

Every year just after New Year's 
the members begin arranging new 
designs. There is intense rivalry in 
the dub and often two king clowns 
and ·two king jockeys will vie for 
honors. Their designs, colors, etc., 
are kept secret even from the club's 
captain. They all sew one piece 
after another throughout the year. 
On New Year·~ morning it is as 
surprising to the club members to 
see the costumes as it is to the 
spectators on Broad Street. 

Each costume seen in the Oregon 
line-up is made and owned by the 
member seen carrying it. 

Oregon 
FANCY CLUB 

Captain's Cape-Harry Marquis, as­
sisted; by 6 men and 60 pdge boys carry­
ing a 300-foot cape representing "The 
Rising Sun." The cape is gold and 
cerise with a 6-foot overhead gear and 
is 22 feet wide. 

Ki11g Clown--A 14 feet h1gh and 14 
ieet wide, red, white and blue, 8-panel 
suit, carried by Joe Lynch; William 
Smith in an 8-panel suit of white and 
green. 

Ha1ulsomest Costume - Carried by 
President Joseph Duffy. Consists of an 
8-panel, gold and silver suit. 

Handsomest Tritu-George Grune in 
an 8-panel pink and green suit; Bob 
Curry carrying an 8-panel suit of white 
and purple with oink trim. Dick Parker 
in an 8-panel suit of red and white. 

King Jockeys- Thomas Napoleon, an 
8-panel suit of gold and silver with 52 
horseshoes; William Boyd carrying an 
8-panel suit- of orchid and gold with 64 
horseshoes. 

Brigade-60 men led by Steve Closky, 
representing ''Chinese Masqueraders.'' 
Red and Gold •uits with hlue plumes in 
headdress. 

Clown Trio--McCusker, Yeager, and 
McCusker all ca rrying 8-panel sUits of 
green and yellow, trimmed in pink and 
red. 

Jockey Trio--Dufresne brothers and 
Frank \Vard in 8-panel suits with over­
head horseshoes, colored red, white, and 
gold. 
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TELEVISION PROGRAMS 
For Your Entertainment ... ENJOY ouR 

BROADWAY MUSICAL BAR CORINTHIAN RESTAURANT 
A. J. DeVincentis A Good Place To Eat 

2228 N. Broad Street 837 Corinthian Avenue 

STANLEY SIEMIANOWSKI VINCENT DI GIESI 
Cafe Hot Lunches - Wines - Liquors 

2676 R1chmond Street 2527 E. Somerset Street 

CANIO'S CAFE 
Joseph Canio 

23rd & Clearfield Streets 

SOLTANIUK'S CAFE 
Home Cooking and Baking 

3270 Frankford Avenue 

CENTRELLA'S BAR 
27 E. Haines Street 

Philadelphia 

TOM AND CHESTER'S CAFE 
Sea Food - Wines - Liquors 
2501 E. Allegheny Avenue 

EWALD'S CAFE 
4710 Oxford Avenue 

Philadelphia 

VET'S CAFE 
Sandwiches - Hot Dogs 

1 330 W. Columbia Avenue 

Matt, Walt & Joe's Taproom 
Rth & Master Streets 

Philadelphia 

FAMULARO CAFE 
Rittenhouse and Baynton Streets 

Philadelphia 

Bittner's Musical Clock Bar 
3017 Germantown Avenue 

Philadelphia 

PHIL'S COCKTAIL BAR 
Roosevelt Blvd. & Pennypack Circle 

Philadelphia 

Joseph Boyle 
CAFE 

8th & Rising Sun Avenue 

IMHOF'S GRILLE 
143 W. Chelten Ave. 

Philadelphia 

GUS & JIM'S CAFE 
Where Good Fellows Get Together 

1401 E. Moyamensing Avenue 

HOLLYWOOD TAVERN 
900 Huntingdon Pike 
Hollywood, Fox Chase 

JACK'S CAFE 
Daily Television Shows 

1729 Ridge Avenue 

JERRY'S CAFE 
andwiches - Wines - Liquors 

601 West Bristol Street 

LITTLE BROWN JUG 
5109 Frankford Ave. 

Philadelphia 

LEE'S TAVERN 
Jean and Lee Rogowski 

Frankford Ave. & Valletta St. 

MIKE'S CAFE 
Dine and Dance 

2502 Richmond Street 

MARGARET MULHOLLAND 
Friendly Service 

Mascher and Dauphin Streets 

TOM NIXON'S SPAR BAR 
Sea Foods and Sandwiches 
Thompson and Ann Streets 

Paul Sadownik 
CAFE 

:1000 North Front Street 

BILL PARKE'S CAFE 
Wines - Liquors Sea Food 

330 We t Indiana Avenue 

SCHILLER'S CAFE 
Eat - Drink - Be Merry 

3442 Frankford Avenue 

SAMUEL JOHNSON CAFE 
Fine Sandwiches Platters 

1700 Webster Street 

JOHN AND MICHAEL McGARVEY 
McGarvey's Cafe 

WOODLAND CAFE 
63rd St. at Woodland Ave. 

5729 Woodland Avenue Philadelphia 

Fine Foods 
Drinks 

and 
Hospitality 

Broadvine Restaurant and Bar 
Sol Bonow Bill Perez 

Broad and Vine Streets 

DAVE'S TAVERN 
Delicious Food and Liquors 
20th and Market Streets 

NATE WEXLER 
Wexler's Bar 

30 4 South Street 

W. TALUNAS 
Restaurant - Wines - Liquors 

638 North 12th Street 

ARTHUR'S STEAK HOUSE 
Arthur Effron, Prop. 

Third and Chancellor Streets 

AffiPORT CAFE 
Nicholas Franchetti 

4400 South 82nd Street 

SILVER FLEET INN 
Near the Airport 

Tinicum Ave. a t Penrose Ferry Rd. 

MIKE'S GRILLE 
1714 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia 

MULLIGAN'S CAFE 
Wm. Mulliqan 

2804 Jackson Street 

CIRCLE BAR 
780 South 2nd Street 

Philadelphia 

SCHOLL'S CAFE 
18th and Oregon Avenue 

Philadelphia 

THE BOWERY 
Morris Epstein 

225 N. 8th Street 

WEST'S BAR 
Where Food Is Really Tasty 
15th and Callowhill Streets 

WM. "DUTCH" KRAUSE 
Beer Distributor 

8 South Mole Street 

PM BAR & RESTAURANT 
131 South 13th Street 

Philadelphia 

PRESS BAR 
Broad and Wood Streets 

Philadelphia 

ROSEN'S BAR AND CRILL 
256 N. Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

TOM'S CAFE 
33rd Street & Grays Ferry Road 

Philadelphia 

BOLC'S TAPROOM 
775 South Front Street 

Philadelphia 

Emedio De Anqelis 
CAFE 

2551 South 12th Street 

Peter Di Masi 
RESTAURANT 

1004 South 7th Street 

Michael Larkin 
CAFE 

1000 South 20th Street 

MARRON CAFE 
22nd and Carpenter Streets 

Philadelphia 

SUNRAY GARDENS 
6948 Elmwood Avenue 

Philadelphia 



PoLISH AMERICA :>: STRI :>C: BA O'! Il 

Joseph Jankowski Prc.1ldm t 
Gene Rysak J'ice-Presideut 
Stanley GoGoJ Recording Secretary 
Vince Radzikowski Financial Secretary 
Joseph Romaszka Treasurer 
John Fritz Se,·geant-at-Arms 
Walter Krop CafJtain 
Ed. Skowronski Assistant CafJtain 
Stanley Gutowski, Sr. JHusical Director 
Frank Bulsza Asst. Musical Dirertor 

The Polish American String Band, 
garbed in resplendent costumes, is 
always among the top-ranking 
bands. First prize winners in 1941 
and three times second prize win­
ners (1936, 1939, 1940) makes this 
band one of the most outstanding 
organintions in its field. This 
string band has become synony­
mous with the finest that string 
music and perfectly co-ordinated 

JosEPH JA :>O KOWSKI, President 

-

WAITI\R KROP , Cap tain 

drills can offer an appreciative 
public. 

The Polish American Strin:-\· 
Band was organized July 7, 1933, 
and has a membership of 125. 
Headquarters are located at 2808 E. 
Allegheny Avenue. 

The club has made appearances 
at Valley Forge, Camp Dix, Atlan­
tic City pageant, Holy Name rally, 
Camden, N. J., Collingswood, Al­
lentown, ' Vashington, D. C., 
Eagles-,Vashington football game, 
participated on Pulaski Day, and 
also in community parades. 

Polish American String Band 
was awarded fifth place in 1947. 
'oValter Krop was the second best­
dressed captain. 

Po/~~ 
American 
STRINC BAND 

PFAC.F FOR TIIF '\\10RLIJ 

Cost ume- The costume is orien­
tal in design to signify the fact that 
India is the country that most re­
cently gained it~ freedom. Color 
scheme is green and cerise, trimmed 
with gold braid. The jacket has 
many rosettes on it and the turban 
is topped b) a dove, representing 
peace. The cape picture~ the world 
with a dove winging toward it. 
backed by a background of 30 
plumes. The band is made up of 
60 mmicians 

Captain Walt Krop is assisted by 
President J. Jankowski, 1\lusical 
Director Stanley Gutowski and Drill 
Master E. Skowronski. 

i\Iusical N um!Je!·s - "The \\'orld 
.Is " ' aiting for the Sunrise," 
maJ:Ches, and popular melodies. 

Drilling will carry out the theme 
when the hand form~ the letters 
U. N. (United ;\latiom) , S)'mbolic 
of "peace to the world." 
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ACME ffiON WORKS. INC. 
2619 W. York Street 

Philadelphia 

ALDINE FOOD SHOP 
Table Delicacies 

2000 Chestnut Street 

ANTONELLI SCHOOL 
OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

429 Walnut Street 

A. H. ARNOLD 
208 South 4th Street 

Philadelphia 

ASSOCIATED 
HOME FURNISHERS 

1702 Pt. Breeze Avenue 

H. K. BAKER 
Plumber 

4031 Lancaster Avenue 

VITO M. BALDI 
Undertaker 

13th and Federal Streets 

E. BOWEN'S SON, INC. 
Undertakers 

1344 Ellsworth Street 

CALffil SHOE MFG. CO. 
2110 South Juniper Street 

Philadelphia 

COLUCCI 
Jewels-Gifts 

1931 South Broad Street 

Commonwealth Auto Association 
Automobile Financing 
263 South Broad Street 

CROSSTOWN RESTAURANT 
935 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

DANIELS 
Cleaners & Dyers 

17th and Porter Streets 

G. DE STEFANO SONS 
Musical Instruments 
521 South 8th Street 

J. DI GIOVANNI 
Beer Distributor 

837 North 42nd Street 

JOSEPH DI LOSSI 
Auto Repairs 

25th and Dickinson Streets 

THOMAS M. DURKIN 
Contractor 

Ashton and Grant Avenue 

ERIE MARKET 
Fancy Fruits 

3531 Germantown Avenue 

MILTON FLEXER 
Contractor 

2131 North 32nd Street 

Telecasting the Parade 
On New Years Day, 1947, while tens ol 
thousands of Philadelphians braved the 
blizzard that swirled down Broad Su·eet 
and almost forgot the weather in watch­
ing the colorful pageantry of the Mum· 
mers' Parade, other thousands had front­
row seats for the parade withou t leaving 
their warm firesides. 

Television, of course, IS the modern 
miracle that made possible thi5 vast un­
seen-but-seeing additional audience for 
the historic Mummers' Parade. Philco 
Television Station '.YPTZ presented this 
telecast to viewers as far away as Read­
ing. Sponsor for the occasion was Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. 

Two of the latest image orthicon tek­
vision cameras were used to bring tele­
viewers both panoramic and close-up 
views of the gorgeous capes and costumes, 
the antics of the comics and clowns. 
Meanwhile the audience also enjoyed 
the music of the noted bras5 bands and 
famed string bands of the mummers. 
Philco announcers carried their micro­
phones down into the crowd for inter­
views, and also provided a "play-by­
play" account of the many exciting 
events of the parade, as well as histori­
cal facts about the club backgrounds. 

One of the Philco television cameras 
was located on the balcony of the fourth 
floor of City Hall, high enough to com­
mand a good view of Broad Street for 
several blocks. The other telecamera of 
'.YPTZ was perched atop the mobile­
unit truck used for such on-the-spot tele­
casts by Philco. This camera was ideal­
ly placed for close-ups of the mummers 
as they swung around City Hall, since 
the television truck was parked on South 
Penn Square. 

Four hours of parade on television, 
with never a dull moment! That's a 
description in a nutshell of last year's 
telecast of the great Mummers' Parade, 
which is again being brought by tele­
vision in 1948 to viewers in Philadelphia 
and many surrounding communities. 
And whereas last year there were less 
than 2,000 television receivers in this 
area, there are now more than ten times 
as many sets in homes and public places. 
It is estimated that up to 150,000 viewers 
may see the Mummers' Parade of 1948 
by television! 

MARTIN FRIEDMAN 
Manufacturers Representative 

Real Estate Trust Building 

FULLEBORN'S, INC. 
Fancy Pastries 

Philadelphia Ardmore 

GffiARD THEATRE 
625 West Girard A venue 

Philadelphia 

PAUL JACOBS 
on Burners 

5025 North Marshall Street 

FRED LAWSON 
Contractor 

5407 Vine Street 

LEE ELECTRIC CO. 
11th and Spruce Streets 

Philadelphia 

LIBERTY FUEL OIL CO. 
Fuel on & Burner Service 

4739 North Broad Street 

MARINO MASSE 
General Contractor 

3613 North 8th Street 

JOHN MATTIOLI 
Contractor 

1200 Mollboro Terrace 

JOHN MUNZ 
Contractor 

2100 Griffith Street 

NARDY BROS. 
Contractor 

1120 Porter Street 

VINCENT PELLEGRINI 
Contractor 

2048 South Cleveland Street 

PETERS DISTRIBUTING CO. 
2026 North Hancock Street 

Philadelphia 

ELlA PIZZICA 
Contractor 

1238 Mercy Street 

HAROLD PRICE 
Contractor 

2050 North 3rd Street 

ROSATI AND SONS 
4957 West Thompson Street 

Philadelphia 

BENJAMIN M. SEGAL 
Real Estate 

4442 Germantown Avenue 

SHAW'S AUTO SERVICE 
431 Moore Street 

Philadelphia 

DR. SAMUEL SHORE 
Optician 

Land Title Building 



l'URUL COMIC CLUB 

Joseph A. Purul Preside111 
Elmer Kammeraad Vice-Preside11t 
John Galloway . . . .Secretary 
James Marnell Treasurer 
Joseph A. Purul, Jr. Captain 

PLANNING CoMMITIEE 

Joe Bi1rke, Edward Brennan, William 
Dougherty, Yak Presser, Tom Steward, Joe 
Purul, Jr., Charles Baumheister, Dave 
Parcell, Frank Stermel , James Alove , 
Frank Faccaccio, Albert Orr. 

Organized April 15, 1936, today the 
Joseph A. Purul New Year Associa­
tion is shooting to retain the 
coveted comic crown. This organi­
zation, a participant in eleven 
mummers' parades, is the leading 
first prize winner among the pres­
ent day clubs. 

The club is proud to present 
such old-time greats as John Gal­
loway, our captain in 1938, 1939, 
and 1940, who has won more comic 

PtrRUL CLUB CoMIC FEATURE 

captain first prizes than any other 
captain marching today; Elmer 
Kammeraad, one of our leading 
brigade leaders, who has been New 
Year shooting from childhood. 
Elmer always has something that 
thrills the crowds. Tom Stewart is 
another brigade leader and was 
club captain in 1941. Tom, a de­
scendant of a long line of shooters, 
has long distinguished himself. 

AI Orr and Frank Faccaccio arc 
old timers, too, and great ones <lt 
that. There's never a dull mome•H 
when AI and Frank get together. 
Dave Parcell and Charles Baum­
heister also are sons of famous 
marchers from way back when the 
Dickey Club paraded. Dave ami 
Charlie have another good brigade 
this year. Let's not forget Fred 
Winklo. For years Fred has pleased 
the crowds with his portrayals. 

The Purul Club is being cap­
tained by Joseph A. Purul, Jr. 
John Purul, former captain, is 
leading his brigade. 

Puruf 
COMIC CLUB 

:Jl11m11 
Brigade Leaders- Stanley Posniak , 

Baumheister and Parcells, Elmer 
Kammeraad , Tom Stewart, Frank 
Stermel. 

Brigades- " ;\Ce No Hit, Me No 
Run"; "MacNamara's Band," Pres­
~er and Dougherty; "Philly Smoke 
Commission," Tom Roz; "Royal 
Wedding," John Galloway; "Heart­
aches," .John Purul; "Saucer 
Chaser," Nester Makuch; "She's too 
Fat for :'lie," l'rancis Piotrowicz, Jr. 

Floats- r\1 Orr and Frank Faccac­
d o; "Battle of Newark Bay," Roy 
Winters; "Freedom Train," Joe 
Duke; "The Adam Smasher," Frank 
Soda. 

Features- Fred Winkler, Charles 
Davis and C. Finne}. 
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W. 0. SMITH 
Platinq 

810 Callowhill Street 

NORMAN J. SMYRL 
Contractor 

902 North 29th Street 

STAR METAL MFG. CO. 
Trenton A venue and Ann Street 

Philadelphia 

J. D. STASCHE CO. 
2344 North 5th Street 

Philadelphia 

J. STROMEYER CO. 
Molasses 

3rd and Willow Streets 

F. M. SUPLEE 
Builder 

Edgewood and Trinity Avenues 

TERMINAL BEEF CO. 
Reading Terminal Market 

Philadelphia 

TIOGA LODGE HOTEL 
3450 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

G. A. WALTON 
333 Reading Terminal Market 

Philadelphia 

WEE DUETTE SHOP 
Children's Wear 

2338 South Broad Street 

WEIKEL'S EQUIPMENT SERVICE 
Garaqe Equipment Exchanqe 

2346 North 8th Street 

MORRIS WENITSKY 
Contractor 

8 South 60th Street 

WIBLE COAL CO. 
1430 North Delaware Avenue 

Philadelphia 

M. R. WIDDIS 
Contractor 

2822 North Broad Street 

WILUAM F. WILLIAMS 
Contractor 

2953 Rore1 Street 

JACK WILUS 
Contractor 

5010 Aspen Street 

B. CURTIS & SONS 
Contractors 

2801 Stonehouse La. 

JOSEPH DI PROSPEROS 
General Contractinq 
5921 Spruce Street 

CENTRAL AUTO 
TOP & BODY CO., INC. 
1327 Fairmount Avenue 

CROWN DYEING 
AND FINISHING CO. 

2712 Jasper Street 

WILLIAM DEMARCO 
1429 West Federal Street 

Philadelphia 

FREDERICK H. LEVY CO., INC. 
1223 Washington Avenue 

Philadelphia 

FRANKFORD PARAFFIN CO. 
2511 East Thompson Street 

Philadelphia 

ROBERT HAWTHORNE & SONS 
1701 North 2nd Street 

Philadelphia 

RUSSELL UPP 
Printer 

2358 Germantown Avenue 

Allen R. Mitchell & Son Co. 
179 West Allegheny Avenue 

Philadelphia 

TONY MUSSO 
Tailor 

1301 Vine Street 

Northeast Produce Market 
Roosevelt Blvd. & Bustleton Pk. 

Philadelphia 

PARKWAY 
BODY & FENDER WORKS 
2323 Pennsylvania Avenue 

RAAB-MEYERHOFF CO .. INC. 
Shirts 

8th and Dauphin Streets 

ROBERTS & COMPANY 
1340 East Berks Street 

Philadelphia 

of the 

Quaker City String Band 
L 101 

Beer Barrel Polka 
My L1ttle Girl 

L 102 
Let Me Call You Sweetheart 
And the Band Played on 

L 103 
Jingle Bells 
New Year's Medley 

Lindwood Recording Co. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



QUAKER CITY STRING BAND 

George Meyers . 
John Walsh . .. 
Raymond Endriss 
John S. Adgate 
Frank Plunkett 
John Hogg 
Joe Strine . 
John Mayer 
Raymond Endriss 

BOARD OF 

. .. Pn~sident 
• • T1 ice-President 

. . . Treasurer 
Financial Secreta!)' 

/lecording Secretary 
. . . . . Stewaz·d 
Assistant Steward 
Musical Dhectm 

CafJtailz 

DIRECTORS 

AI Sargent, Clem Rende, William Killian, 
James Quinn, Joe Farrell, Joe Strine, 
Richard Ford, AI Kull, Ray Hartrauft, 
Walt Lord, Joe Kelly, Sr., Charles i\feycrs, 
William Power. 

The Quaker City String Band of 
today is the outgrowth of the orig­
inal band that was organized in 
1921 by Charles Richner. After a 
few years this group became know!1 
as the \-\' ildwood String Band, and 
has always been one of the best. 

After reviving the old name, the 
new Quaker City String Band, with 
many of its original members, 
quickly became one of Philadel­
phia's outstanding musical organi­
zations. Prize winners in 1935, 
1940, 1944, 1945, and second in 
1916 and 1947, the band has been 

GEORGE MEYERS, President 

R \ \'\10'\D E'\DRISS, Captain 

under the able leadership of Cap­
tain Raymond Endriss. 

Among recordings made have 
been "Quaker City March," "I've 
Been \Vorking on the Railroad," 
"1\Iargie," "Tavern in the Town," 
"Sleepy Time Girl" and "Golden 
Slippers." 

Activity has been great and in­
cludes four engagements for the 
Bristol Fire Company; participa­
tion in the Pulaski Day parade, 
October 5, 1947; charity shows at 
Valley Forge Hospital; participa­
tion in Mummers~ Frolic at the 
stadium, participation in the Show 
of Shows at Convention Hall, ap­
pearances at Philadelphia Eagles 
football games, the summer parade. 
Eagleville Sanitarium, a Christm·1s 
party for neighborhood children, 
and the Hallowe'en parade in Col­
lingswood, N. J. 

KI-.;r. OF Till: AZTEC.S 

Aztec warriors present their king 
to the city of Philadelphia. 

Costume- Gold cloth, the trousers 
and coat trimmed with Aztec de­
signs of sequins. The head piece 
is the tribe's design topped by 50 
white plumes. The cape is trans­
parent velvet with red and white 
satin lining. Shoes are gold with a 
design on toe. There will be 70 
playing members, a color guard of 
8, marshals, and the captain. 

Captain-Ray Endriss will repre­
sent the "King of the Aztecs." 
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SWAN SODA 
3034 Boudinot Street 

Philadelphia 

W ALBUT'S, INC. 
57. North 13th Street 

Philadelphia 

JAMES WILSON & SONS 
1133 North 4th Street 

Philadelphia 

WORLD TIRE & BRAKE 
SERVICE CO. 

52nd and Baltimore Avenue 

L. O'CONNELL & CO. 
1210 Buttonwood Street 

Philadelphia 

JOSEPH C. BITTNER 
Contractor 

4615 Naples Street 

FRANK CIOFOLO 
Contractor 

1545 South 19th Street 

JOSEPH A. CASACIO & CO. 
Contractor 

7251 Revere Street 

T. W. JUDGE 
Contractor 

813 Arbor Rd., Yeadon 

FRANK BIANCO 
Contractor 

6318 Elmwood Avenue 

EARL P. ALLABACH 
Engineer 

Commercial Trust Building 

CARL A. BOSCH & CO. 
Contractor 

8628 Eastwick A venue 

AGNES PELLEGRINO 
Contractor 

2213 South Broad Street 

ANTHONY ALOI 
Contractor 

1323 South Broad Street 

BONAFIDE 
HOME IMPROVEMENT CO. 
2119 South Chadwick Street 

BENNIS CONSTRUCTION CO. 
3131 North Hutchinson Street 

Philadelphia 

BRAUN BROTHERS 
113 East Moreland Avenue 

Philadelphia 

DAVID CAMERON 
Contractor 

5156 Penn Street 

Jack Hines' Dream 
While I was strolling down PASSYUNK 
avenue the other evening I met a girl 
friend of mine named VICTORIA. I 
invited her into a nearby cafe to have 
some lunch. As we sat down, two 
waiters came up to us. They both wore 
WHITE CAPS. My lady friend ordered 
a LOBSTER and wanted me to do the 
same, but as I only had thirty cents I 
de-KLEIN -ed. 

While we were in there in came JACK 
HINES, an OLD TIMER from GRAYS 
FERRY; you could easily see he had 
more than one SHORT BEER and a 
BISMARCK at JOHN G. BIGGANS' 
saloon. He had a bottle of JACK ROSE 
that he said was given to him by 
WILLIAM FUNSTON. He had a fel­
low with him from WILDWOOD named 
JOSEPH FERKO. He must have been 
a classy guy, as he wore a SILVER 
CROWN and looked like a BLUE RIB­
BON winner. They had just come from 
FRANK A. COLLINS' saloon, and were 
acting as FOOLISH as two at DU­
MONT'S MINSTRELS. They tried to 
start a conversation, but being a wise 
old OWL, I turned toward the WALL. 

We came out just in time to see a 
marching club from KENSINGTON. 
They must have belonged to the 
FEDERAL army, as they looked like 
the HIKERS OF 1919. 

WE then met HUGH MURRAY, who 
is well known in the QUAKER CITY 
and who had just come up from 
LEAGUE ISLAND, to be at the hear­
ings before JOSEPH PERRI. He was 
accompained by JOHN F. SLATER of 
the OLE BULLS, who seldom wanders 
from his own FIRESIDE. We must have 
left GEORGE McCLERNAND looking 
at a RED CLOUD. 

Along came FRED STUEBING, who 
wanted to show us how he could SPIN 
ELLIE, but he couldn't wait Ion~ as, 
although he is an EARLY RISER. he 
would be HARDLY ABLE to catch the 
5:15 for SOl TH CAMDEN. Just then 
we met our old friend DICKEY, a prom­
inent member of the i\:fEADOW 
LARKS, who had just gone in the 
chicken business with MIKE AND IKE, 
who have a chicken farm on the EAST 
SIDE OF CAMDEN, where they are 
pestered by CAMDEN CLOWNS. 

He had a BRUDER with him that he 
said was given to him by a fellow named 
THOMAS CLEMENTS, a sturdy 
YOUNG AMERICAN and a great 
lover of LIBERTY, who had been New 
Year shooting since the PENN 
TREATY with the Indians. He wore a 
SUNFLOWER that was given to him 
by ANDY OAKEY, who had just left 
HEGERMAN, who had a DARK 
LANTERN looking in a lot of SCRAP 
IRON for a GOLDEN SLIPPER that 
was lost by JAMES BROWN. 

As it was now getting late, we started 
for home and as I left her she said: 
OSWALD, you tell McHUGH don' t ever 
come to see me again if you don't get 
on the job to-MORROW. 

JACK SCHWEITZER 
Contractor 

1711 Stanwood Street 

PETER DEFAO 
Contractor 

1224 Greeby Street 

DAVID CORN 
Women's Apparel 
6026 Market Street 

COMMODORE HOTEL 
313 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

PHIL ALTSCHULER & SON 
Contractor 

2516 South 8th Street 

BROWN MACHINE WORKS 
3647 Sansom Street 

Philadelphia 

JOHN B. DRASS 
Contractor 

2318 Bastian Tenace 

ANTHONY DADARIO & CO. 
2237 Dickinson Street 

Philadelphia 

PREMIER CONSTRUCTION CO. 
719 Kenmore Road 

Philadelphia 

PANFILO DI CREDICO 
Contractor 

2039 Moore Street 

NICHOLAS DmENZO 
Contractor 

328 North Robinson Street 

MADONNA LINENS 
1915 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

I. BEZAR 
Contractor 

218 East Roosevelt Boulevard 

FANDE CONSTRUCTION CO. 
6555 Limekiln Pike 

Philadelphia 

SNACK BAR 
1927 West Lehigh Avenue 

Philadelphia 

WAVERLY PRESS 
5906 York Road 

Philadelphia 

RALPH D. HUGHES 
Produce 

126 Spruce Street 

H. ROTHSTEIN & SONS 
134 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia 



TRILBY STRING BAND 

William Mink 
Jack Towers 
Samuel Elliott 
Dave Nelson 
Adam Quaglia 
Frannie Ronnehurger 
Paul Jones .. 

. . . President 
Honorary President 

. Vice-President 
.... Treasurer 

. .. captain 
Di1·ector 

. Drill Master 

TRUSTEES 

Harvey Elliott, Harry Forbes, George 
Reitz, Frannie Ronneburger, Paul Jones. 

Trilby String Band presented "The 
Musical Clowns" in the 1947 mum­
mers' parade after a lapse of a few 
years. CommentS' are still being 
made of its clown act and drill at 
the Show of Shows. 

The Trilby String Band was or­
ganized in 1900 by 15 music Ioven. 
They discussed participating in the 
annual mummers' parade and rle­
cided not to appear as a fancy or 
comic group, but to parade in cos­
tume up Broad Street as a "string 
ensemble." 

In 1901, the Trilby String Band 
paraded, as proud as peacocks in 
their cotton and cambric costumes. 

·wiLLIAM MINK, Presidtmt 

ADA\t Q IIAGLIA, Captain 

Soon in other sections of our fair 
city other groups caught on and in 
1902, Trilby had a rival club par­
ticipating. So it grew until th~re 
were 23 string bands in the divi­
sion. Trilby paraded every year 
until 1919. In 1935, Trilby reor­
ganized and paraded until 1945. 

The Trilby String Band has 
been a participant in numerous 
parades and charitable activities. 

Trilby String Band won seventh 
place in 1947. 

5riltg 
STRINC BAND 

RACI'IG W ITH THE Moo~ 

Presents the "Rocket Men," direct 
from the comic strips. Designed to 
appeal to the public, and especially 
to children who are familiar with 
the "Rocket Men" through the 
daily newspapers. 

Costumes-Made of various colors 
of satin, with silver trimmings, the 
suits are based on those of the 
comic strip characters. The band is 
composed of 60 playing members 
and 10 front men. 

Captain - ·wm feature a hand· 
some costume in keeping with the 
theme of the band. 

Musical Num bers-Homer Knap­
penburger will lead the band in 
"Racing with the Moon," and other 
modern melodies that carry out 
this year's theme. 

Drill Master John Jones will pre­
~cnt a new drill. The hand will 
form a huge rocket before the 
judge~· stand. 
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P. Herold & Sons 

].a.Abl ]Jli 0JJuJ.du.ch 
Manufacturers 

Condiments and Sauer Kraut 

1001 N. 3rd Street Philadelphia 

934 N. Broad St., Phila. 

The 

National Sheet Metal Co. 
Air Conditioning Duct Work 

s. f. Cor. Ventilating, Blower and 
12th & Mont1omery Exhaust Systems 
Phlla. 22, Pa. Ceneral Sheet Metal Work 

Merkin Bros. 
Musical Instruments Bought & Sold 

EXPERT REPAIRS 

1724 Sansom Street, Phila. 3, Pa. 

Call REgent 9-5490 

McClain & Filo 
Local & Long Distance Moving 

STORAGE CRATING SHIPPING 

Estimates Chcer/11fly Given 180 W . Berks St. 

A Gilt /rom "Lyom" Yo11 
Know Is Paid For 

S. J. Lyons Co. 
JEWELERS SINCE 1899 

2258 N . Front Street 
2846 Kensington Avenue 

2635 Germantown Avenue 
.4614 Frankford Avenue 

Ck,.et r/1/afjnedia r/11/g. Co. 
1315-25 W. Cumberland St. 

Philadelphia 

GA 3-3128 

Twenty Minute Dinner Co., 
Inc. 

2015 N . Leithgow St. (Bet. 4th & 5th ) 

Freezers of Fresh Meats & Special Items 
Individt~al Ditmcrs Refrigerated Delivery 

J.ultotr CJolluM 
INC. 

26th and Reed Sts. 
Philadelphia 

H. E. WHITAKER CO. 
Parfait Brand Horseradish 

1805 N. 19th Street Philadelphia 

DAWN DONUT CO. 
"THERE'S A DIFFERENCE" 

BAUMANN BROS. 

2116-26 GERMANTOWN AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

ST 4-5723 ST 4-6878 

Ace Woodworking Corp. 
Manufacturers of 

Suit Case Boxes for the Luggage Trade 

Fretz Bldg., lOth and Diamond Sts., Phila. 22 

REgent 9-6092 

l.oais A. Bea .. y 
OJ~. SJ;uWJ 
Jobbing, Industrial & Residential 

2209 N. Second St .. Phila. 

MArket 7-40 1 I MArket 7-269 1 

Central Waste & Junk Co. 
Paper Stock, Rags, Iron & Metal 

633-35 N. 8th St., Phila. 23 , Pa. 

Paul Chrstos, Jr. 
Estab lished 1925 

• Specializing in Hosiery Dyeing 

1926-28 John St., Philadelphia 

Television 

James A. McHale • C4z 
1652 N. 8th Street, Phila. 

ST 4-3222 

* 
Home Deliveries 

Star Distributing Company 
BEER ALE PORTER 

1318 W. Girard Ave. Phila. 23, Pa. 

LEONARD DERINGER 

CiuJ:DA 
1218 N. Broad St. Philadelphia 

POplar 5-9045 

JOHN PUKROP'S CAFE 
Our Food Speaks For Itself 

BEER WINES LIQUORS 

5th and Norris Sts. Phila. 22, Pa. 



UrTOW:-i STRIXG BAND 

Robert Runkle, Sr. 
James Beatty 
Cliff Johnson, .Jr. 
Chris Frey 
John Herold 
Carl Heere 
Joseph Canlino 
Robert RunJ..le , .Jr. 

. Presideut 
fl ice -Presideut 

Bus. Mgr. rmd Dir. 
Reco1·dir~g Secre_tary 

Treasurer 
Fiuaucial Secretary 

Musical Director 
CafJlain 

Uptown String Band, known as 
"ambassadors of good will and 
:good fellowship," was organized in 
1937 by George Beiderman, its fir~t 
captain; '\1\Tarren Runkle, music:t.l 
director; Tom Walsh, president; 
and Bob Runkle, Jr., who has been 
·captain since 1939. 

The band meets every Monday 
evening at its own club house, :1t 
1937 Germantown Avenue, which 
is owned by the members. One of 
tire club activities is the Health 
Club, which meets every Thursday 
evening, with health-building in­
structions by Robert Runkle, Sr., 
who is president of the band. 

R onF.RT RuNKLE, JR. , CajJtain 

A banquet is held every year for 
the members who parade on New 
Year's Day, and a ball at the Quar­
tet Club for the band's friends. 

Besides the affairs held under 
the auspices of the Members' Asso­
ciation, the Uptown String Band 
is called upon at various commun­
ity affairs, parades and outings. At 
the grand finale at Forest Park, 
the Uptown String Band received 
the most favorable mention. 

This young and growing organi­
zation is striving to obtain top 
honors in the string band division. 

R ecordings have been made and 
the club's theme song in 1947 was 
"Four-Leaf Clover," which the 
band sang as a novelty before and 
after its presentation. 

1Jptown 
STRIHC BAND 

l'IIILAilF.LNIIA 0:\ i'ARAUJ·. 

Costume - A glorified Quaker 
suit, made of blue and gold velvet, 
complete with keystone headpieces 
representing Pennsylvania, the Ke} ­
stone State, with 30 gold and blue 
plumes. Each of the 55 men in line 
will wear a flared cape which ha~ 
a 220-inch spread . Capes arc made 
of transparent veh•et , trimmed with 
hlue marabou . 

CajJtaiu-,Vear~ an all-gold \ehet 
costume, trimmed in sequim, and a 
cape having a spread of 250 inch es. 
Keystone-~haped head pict e is 7 
feet high, trimmed with sequim 
and topped with 70 gold plume~. 

l\1mical N umbers - "There \ " 
Quaker Down in Quake rtown ," 
"This Is Our Favorite City," 
"!'egg} O'Neil." "Wa~h ington and 
Lee Swing." etc. 

Drill will he fast and snapp)! 
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A. I. FLOOR PRODUCTS CO. 
Chestnut & Bultonwood Ave. 

Trevose, Pa. 

D. A. FICHERA 
Appliances 

236 North 15th Street 

MOZE'S AUTOMOBILES 
6135 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

ADVANCE NOVELTY CO. 
230 Arch Street 

Philadelphia 
-

JOSEPH FORTUNA 
Roofing Contractor 

1 800 South 1Oth Street 
-

SAMUEL B. MULLINEAUX 
Atlantic Service Station 

Broad St. and Glenwood Ave. 

Albern Photo Service, Inc. 
3126 Market Street 

Philadelphia --
Frankford Distributing Company 

Importing Distributor 
Morlein Beer - Graham's Ale 

MEYER'S STORE 
3211 South 22nd Street 

Philadelphia 

Albert's Oil Burner Service 
Oil Burners 

2124 Walnut Street 

THERESA FRIEDMAN & SONS 
Preserves 

Stenton Avenue & Walnut Lane 
-

NEMER & COLEMAN 
Used Cars 

925 North Broad Street 

THE ALLAN RADIO COMPANY 
Appliances-Service-Records 

8506 Germantown Avenue 

CAEHRINC'S FLOWERS 
3054 Frankford Avenue 

Philadelph ia 
--

NEW DEAL JUNK COMPANY 
Paper MUJ Supplies 
4824 Merion A venue 

ALLIANCE ELECTRIC CO. 
3357 North 5th Street 

Philadelphia 

CASS'S ESSO SERVICE CENTER 
Our Reputation is Our Guarantee 

Broad and Oregon Avenue 

New Deal Wreckinq Company. Inc. 
20th and Ridge Avenue 

Philadelphia 

ARAMINGO SALVAGE co. 
Metals Residues 

2903..05-07 North Front Street 

GILCHRIST HOTEL 
424 North 40th Street 

BA 2-9217 

ANTHONY NICOLINI 
Roofer 

6235 Vine Street 

ARTCRAFT PRINTING co. 
1511 South 12th Street 

Philadelphia 

S. CLUCK & COMPANY 
Lampshades 

44 North 3rd Street 

RUSSELL E. NITTINGER. INC. 
Autos 

1213 North 5th Street 

BEHIND THE SCENES 

WITH THE MUMMERS 

(Top) Club officials liuc up at Gity Hall waitiug to 1·eceive 
parade pen11its. (Beluw) Club ,·epreseutativt·s d1aw posi­
tious for their e11tries. 

AUTOMOTIVE RADIATOR Bangert Flag & Decorating Co. 
SERVICE COMPANY Flags- Banners-Decorations 
1532 Callowhill Street 1617 North Broad Street 

Cordon-Nick Linen Supply Co. GRUBER'S SELF-SERVICE 
11th and Oxford Streets Food Market 

Philadelphia 2958-60 North 5th Street 
-

Passon's Sport Center, Inc. PEARLMAN'S 
507 Market Street Broad & Spring Garden Streets 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 

THOMAS F. BAINBRIDGE BARTON S PPLY COMPANY 
Coal - Coke - Fuel Oil 3026 orth Broad Street 

5314 North Mascher Street Philadelphia 

Cross Plumbing and Rubber Co. HARTMANN'S BAKERY 
I 31 -I 37 South 2nd Street 1427 Wolf Street 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 
--

THE PASTRY SHOP MARGARET PENN CANDY co. 
719 Adams Avenue 900 West Oxford Street 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 

BEARINGS, INC. 
"That Describes Us" 

1410 West Hunting Park Ave. 

w. H. HOEDT STUDIOS 
1532 Summer Street 

Philadelphia 

PEP DRY CLEANERS 
1226 South 12th Street 

Philadelphia 

STANLEY M. BEDNAREK 
Real Estate &. Insurance Broker 

2607 East Allegheny Avenue 

CHRIS HOFFMAN 
Structural Iron 

346-48 South 4th Street 

PHIL'S BATTERY SERVICE 
1001 East Passyunk Avenue 

Philadelphia 

BELL PHOTOGRAPHIC co. 
2018 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia 

HOGAN'S CIGAR STORE 
2530 South 13th Street 

Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHiA METAL WINDOW 
FRAMES COMPANY 

Fox and Clearfiald Streets 

NICHOLAS BERBERICH 
Bank and Store Fixtures 
1630 West Seybert Street 

--
HOLLENDEN'S CARAGE 
General Auto Repairing 
151 5 North 27th Street 

PHILADELPHIA MOTOR CAR CO. 
1155 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

BETTS & SMITH 
Real Estate 

1323 Morris Street 

Howell Convalescent Home 
24 Hour R.N. Supervision 

Broad and Oak Lane Avenue 

THE PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE 
524-26 South 16th Street 

Philadelphia 
--- -

A.M. BLANCHE 
Insurance 

'•y our Protection Is My Business" 

E. IANNELLI 
Delicatessen and Luncheonette 

1800 South Broad Street 

PIA TETSKY'S DELICATESSEN 
1825 South Street 

Philadelphia 

BOCK & COMPANY 
Refrigeration Products 
560 North 16th Street 

J & K MOTORS 
1321 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 
--

ERMIN POMPIZZI 
Tailor and Cleaner 
129-31 Green Lane 

BOOTHBY'S OYSTER HOUSE 
Randolph Street & Erie Avenue 

Philadelphia 

JACK'S SERVICE STATION 
19th and Moyamensing Avenue 

Philadelphia 

PROGRESS CIGAR COMPANY 
La Granda- Home Made Ciqar 

428 South 13th Street 



H UGH WHEELER, SR., FANCY CLt:n 

John Fisher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President 
Raymond Smith . Vice-President 
George Rooney .... . . .. . . .. . Secretary 
Hugh Wheeler, Sr . ... . .. .. .. . . Treasurer 
Hugh Wheeler, Sr. . . . . . . Captain 

TRUSTEES 

George Rooney, John Gibbons, Frank 
Corado, AI Winson, Harry Adams. 

The club was organized February 
5, 1945, in the Philadelphia Navy 
Yard by a few members and named 
after Hugh Wheeler, Sr., captain 
of the dub, who is 74 years old 
and one of the oldest New Year 
shooters. 

Hugh Wheeler is the club de­
signer and costumer, and has mi sed 
only four mummers' parades in 60 
years. He spends eleven months of 
each year working on costumes. 

The club's membership is now 
60 and the aim is to have more 

H u GH W'HFFLER, SR., club captain, glances 
over the beauti ful work on lzis cape. 

than 100 men in line on New Year's 
Day. 

Among the honors won by the 
Hugh Wheeler, Sr., Fancy Club are: 

Hugh Wheeler Fancy Club, 
fourth place, 1947. 

Hugh Wheeler, third best 
dressed captain. 

Ray Smith, fourth best dressed 
jockey. 

Fischer Trio, fourth trio of 
jockeys. 

Frank Cerado, fifth most hand­
some costume. 

Mexican Jamboree, fourth best 
dressed group. 

George Rooney, Jr., third best 
dressed juvenile. 

Frank Howard, fifth in female 
impersonators. 

fiug~ 
UJ/wefer, ~. 
FANCY CLUB 

:JJ..eme 
juveniles - George Rooney, Jr. , 

age 3If:! years with George Rooney, 
Sr. ; Frankie Sabastian, Joseph 
Smith, Bobby Farlow, and "Old 
Fashioned Girl in Blue." 

Captain-Hugh Wheeler, Sr. , will 
be attended by 30 page boys. 

Leading jockey-Ray Smith. 
jockey Trio-George Simon and 

Fisher Brothers. 
Valentine Suit- Frank Corada. 
Shangri La-Leon Pitz. 
Leading Clown-Mattie Christi. 
Clown Trio-Rizzo Brothers. 
Cadet Twins-George Burd and 

William McClure. 
Band 
"Tony and His jolly jester." 
George Rooney, Sr. 
Clown, jockey and trim suits will 

march and dance. 
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BRADY & ROSENBERG, INC. 
Building Specialties 
27 South 6th Street 

JO ED BEAUTY SALON 
Permanent Waves - Hair Styling 

4201 Germantown Avenue 

Ralph's Italian Restaurant 
760 South 9th Street, 

Philadelphia 

BRAKE & CLUTCH COMPANY 
of Philadelphia 

1610 Fairmount Avenue ,_ 
JOE'S ATLANTIC STATION 

Complete Car Servicing 
Bndge and Horrocks Streets 

Reqal Cleaners and Dyers. Inc. 
4512 Woodland Avenue, 

Philadelphia 

BROWN'S HARDWARE 
1415 South 58th Street 

Philadelphia 

LEE KABO CAFETERIA 
l Formerly Clider's Cafe t 
2239 South 7th Street 

--
REGAL FURS 

1021 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 

BUNDY TYPEWRITER co. 
lOth and Chestnut Streets 

Philadelphia -- -
KAHL'S BAKERY 

2944 North 5th Street 
Philadelphia -

REGENT GARAGE 
4518 Baltimore Avenue 

Philadelphia --
BURHOLME BEVERAGE co. 

Free Delivery 
7264 Oxford Avenue --

JOHN KESSLER 
Hauling 

1333 North Howard Stree t 
-

RELIABLE MOTORS. INC. 
Sales: 203 North Broad Street 
Service: 22nd and Arch Streets 

·-
H. C. BURNS 

Rags- Paper Stock- Scrap Metal 
3445 Richmond Street -

I 
Keystone State Band & Orchestra 

Instrument Company 
I 6 I 3 Chestnut Street 

-------
RELIABLE WAGON & AUTO 

BODY BUILDERS. INC. 
1111 Frankford Avenue 

Cartwr.ight Photo Laboratories 
314 South 50th Street 

Philadelphia 

William A. Kilian Hardware Co. 
8450 Germantown Avenue 

Chestnut Hill 

BENZ'S BAKERY 
18th and Snyder Avenue 

Philadelphia 
--

CHARLES AUTO COMPANY 
691 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 
-

Klayman's Wholesale Meats 
Pork Products 

2 I 9 Callowhill Street 

RIALTO RESTAURANT 
4669 Paul Street, 

Philadelphia 

BEHIND THE SCENES 

WITH THE MUMMERS 

1 TojJ ) TnsjJecliHf!: the de>ign and workmansilijJ of a fancy 
cajJe. (Below) R eady i11g lhc headdress for a stJ·ing band 
rostume. 

CHESTER DISTRIBUTING CO. Cincinnati Time Recorder 
2635 W. Susquehanna Avenue Distributors 

Philadelphia 1327 West Girard Avenue 
-

HERMAN J. KOCH ANTHONY B. LALLI 
Beer Carpentry and Millwork 

508 W. Cumberland Street I 437 Clarion Street 

ROMANO MOTORS RUSS RADIO SERVICE 
1622-28 Wost Fassyunk Avenue 1537 South 22nd Street 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 

CHEW-BITTEL COMPANY COAT CRAFT COMPANY 
Pioneers in Blown Insulation 23248 North 11th Street 

6206 Germantown Avenue Philadelphia 

KREIDER'S PHARMACY JOHN C. LEISE METAL WORKS 
260 I South Broad Street I 8 I 7 North 5th Street 

Philadelph ia Philadelphia 

ROSS THE FLORIST SAMUEL BROTHERS 
Complete Florist Service Since 1895 Auto Supplies 

212 East Girard Avenue 624 South Broad Street 

Colonial Floor Covering Co. 
4336 Frankford A\·enue 

Philadelphia 
- - -

W. A. LEISER & COMPANY 
Electrical Materials 

Race and Camac Streets 

SAMUEL SANDLER KOSHER 
SAUSAGE MFG. COMPANY 

2207 North 30th Street 

COLUMBIA BOWLING CLUB 
24 Alleys - Lunchwnette 
173648 North Broad Street 

Lewis's North Philadelphia 
Cycle Company 

3840 Germantown Avenue 

SAUTTER'S RESTAURANT 
922 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia 

COTTMAN TAILORS 
4600 Cottman Street 

Philadelphia 
--

NICK LE VOLSI 
Uniforms 

8th and Christian Streets 

SAVER'S LUNCHEONETTE 
For a Good Hot Doq and Oranqe, 

See Izzy 
200 Market Street 

D. & S. CONSTRUCTION co. 
Builders 

1711 McKean Street 
- -

LITTLEFIELD STUDIO 
Dancing 

1 8 I 5 Ludlow Street 
- -

MORTON SEITCHIK 
Luncheonette 

1137 Spruce Street 

A. ERNEST D'AMBL Y 
Architects Building 

Philadelphia 
-

LITTLE JOE'S AUTO SERVICE 
72 I 8 . Elmwood Avenue 

Philadelphia 

SERVICE COMPANY 
Bookbinders 

123 North 13th Street 

De Angelo Concrete Units Co. 
Vare Avenue & Ritner Street 

Philadelphia 
---

Lumbermen's Mutual Casualty Co. 
Philadelph ia Saving Fund Bldg. 

Phil adelph ia 

JAMES SHAW & SON COMPANY 
Millwork 

52nd Street & Woodland Avenue 

RALPH DE FREHN 
"Doris De" Venetian Blind-

3123 Frankford Avenue 
---

McCARRIE SCHOOL 
OF MECHANICAL DENTISTRY 

207 North Broad Street 

SIMKINS ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Electrical Consultants 

420 West Susquehanna Avenue 

LOUIS DEL BROCCO 
Contractor 

Brick and Stone Pointing 

MADAME EBENFUHRER 
Beauty Salon 

2019 North Broad Street 

FRED P. SISSON, GENERAL AGENT 
NORTH AMERICAN ACCIDENT 

INSURANCE COMPANY 



S. D. WHEELER FANCY CLUJ\ 

Samuel D. Wheeler, 
George F. Simon 
.John W. :Merz 
S. D. V.lheeler 
Alfred Simon 

2nd Presiden t 
r'ice-President 

Captain 
Treasw·er 

R ecording Secre tary 

The S. D. Wheeler New Year As­
sociation was organized in 1939 
with the following members: John 
Merz, Robert Meimbresse, Ray Her­
man, George Simon, S. D. Wheeler, 
2nd, Rudy Meech, Charles Moore, 
Steve Brown, Alfred D. Cathcart, 
Harry Simon, and Alfred Simon. 
S. D. "\Vheeler, the organizer of this 
club, has been a N ew Year shooter 
for 46 years. 

The Manton N ew Year Associ'l­
tion always turns out a brigade. 
William Rodgers is the secretary. 

Previous club awards include: 

S. D. W HEELER, II, N ow President 
As a juvenile jockey in 1935 

Bon 'fFI\IURESSI' 

S. D. "\\'heeler Fancy Club, 
third place, 1947. 

J ohn vV. Merz, fourth best 
dressed captain. 

William Doyle, third best 
dressed jockey. 

J oe, Charles, John, third i11 
trio of jockeys. 

J ohn Thompson, fourth best 
trimmed suit. 

Rainbow Pierrots, third best 
dressed group. 

Paratroopers, fifth best dressed 
group. 

Tully Bros., second clown trio. 
Don Walbert, second in spe­

cial mention. 
James Carney, fourth best 

dressed juvenile. 
Frank H erbst, first in female 

impersonators. 
Jay Colby, David Sacco, second 

in female impersonatO!·s. 

FANCY CLUB 

B1·igadc No. 1- Manton Crusaders 
N.Y.A., marching and dancing club of 
40 men, will be led by C:tptain Ed Guzak . 
• \ trio jockey of peach and coral is 
carried by Alfred Simon, Freddie Gib­
son and James Severs. Captain John 
\\'. l\Ierz, assisted by 40 pages, carries 
a suit of green and gold. S. D. Wheeler, 
Jnd, marches in a handsome costume. 

Brigade No. Z Pop Gabriel's Mum­
mer Brigade presents the "Knights of 
the Rainbow." 0. Reinman, H. Gay­
nor, \Veller brothers, McClosky brothers, 
Eddie \Vhittick, Jackie Wickest and 25 
other veterans. King Clown is carried 
by Ray Herman, and trio clowns by T. 
Stevenson, G. Simon, and J. Aiello. 

Haudscmcst Costrune-Theme of l,· 
Huston's suit is uDante's Inferno. ' 
Colors are red and gold satin trimmed 
with gold sequins and red cellophane. 
Costume represents a huge ball of fire 
with 30 points of llame spouting from 
the center. 

Kiug Jockey-A pink and Nile green 
suit trimmed in black, and embroidered 
with 50 butterflies, with gold sequin 
horsehoe crown, is carried by R. Meim­
hre;se. ] . Cooper, Sr., carries 5-foot 
horseshoes of white satin and cerise. 
King Jockey William Doyle will also 
carry a stunning costume. 

Clown Trio - Traditional colors of 
hlack and gold will be carried by R. 
1\ferch, E. Snow, and E. Horn . 

Female lmpcrsouators Club will be 
led by five impersonators dressed in red 
and white. 

Juvcuilc- James Ca rney, nge 4 years. 
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DICK & RAY'S GARAGE 
777 South Front Street 

Philadelphia 
---

FRANK MANN 
Cigar Store 

539 East Girard Avenue 

SOUTH PHILADELPIDA 
BOWLING CENTRE 

20th and Mifflin Streets ---
WILLIAM DIDDEN 

62nd & Woodland Avenue 
Philadelphia 

MARINE CUARD SERVICE 
328 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia 

SOUTH PIDLADELPHIA 
RECREATION CENTER 
1733 South 20th Street 

D. DI MEDIO, BOTTLER 
All Kinds of Soft Drinks 
1162 South 15th Street 

DOMENIC MARINO 
Plumbing & Heating-Appliances 

8 12 East Passyunk Avenue 

STANLEY'S AUTO REPAffiS 
Carburetion - Ignition 
411·13 Watkins Street 

DOAN-CALHOUN, INC. 
Chevrolet Dealers 

4605 North 5th Street 

MARLYN RADIO 
5345 Woodland Avenue 

Ph iladelphia 
-

EDDIE SUEZ 
Theatrical Aqent 

250 South Broad Street 
--

FRED DOH 
Jeweler 

726 Sansom Street 
-

MARQUETAND'S CANDY 
3630 North Broad Street 

Ph iladelphia 

SWISS PASTRY SHOP 
35 South 19th Street 

Philadelphia 

DOMINICK'S GARAGE 
Used Trucks and Parts 

lOth & Washington Avenue 

MARY ANN PASTRY SHOP 
872 East Chelten Avenue 

Philadelphia 

FRANCES SZYMANSKI 
Hairdressinq-Permanents 

3605 Richmond Street 

F. P. MASCIOLI 
Art Needlework-Boudoir Shop 

1405 South Broad Street 

TEPLICK CLOTHES. INC. 
Men's & Younq Man's Clothinq 

11th & Washington Avenue 

MASTER TAILORS 
Cleaners & Dyers 

15th and Jackson Streets 

THEILACKER'S BAKERY 
652 South 60th Street 

Philadelphia 

DUSHOFF PAPER & BOX CO. 
1901 North 20th Street, 

Philadelphia 

EASTERN JOBBING HOUSE 
31 North 3rd Street 

Philadelphia 

BEHIND THE SCENES 

WITH THE MUMMERS 

(Top) Guarding the portals from rival clubs to keep 
costumes and plans secret. (Below) Working on a comic 
club display. 

WOODLAND BOTTLING co. ELMER WOLF 
Beer Distributors Autos 

6516 Woodland Avenue 215·17 North Broad Street 

s. MAXMAN MICHELFELDER'S 
Ritner and Swanson Streets Meats 

Ph iladelphia 5419 North Mascher Street 

GEORGE UETZ UNITED PROVISION COMPANY 
Laces 477 North 3rd Street 

10 15 Filbert Street Philadelphia 

EDMORT MOTORS FREDERICK C. EICKERT 
Automobiles Dump Truck Service-Trucking 

5908-10 North Broad Street 1136 North 4th Street 

MERCURY MENU SERVICE MINOR'S DRIVING SCHOOL 
1728 Ludlow Street Operated by Retired 

Philadelphia Penna. State Policeman 

UNEEDA ORANGE DRINK TONY VALIENTE 
1231-33 Filbert Street 2219 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia Philadelphia 

PARAMOUNT BOWLING ALLEYS 
• 4035 Market Street 

Philadelphia 
-

Duff Brown Chevrolet Co. 
1101 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

ALCO BUILDERS SUPPLY CO. 
5404 Westminster Avenue 

Philadelphia 

EARLE HOTEL 
Reasonable :Weekly Rates 

Tenth Street below Chestnut 

BEN "POP" WOLF 
Used Cars 

819 North Broad Street 

EHM & SONS 
Venetian Blinds - Asphalt Tile 

1650 Pt. Breeze Avenue 

WEST END LIMOUSINE SERVICE 
Packards for all Occasions 

5517 Spruce Street 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT CO. 
3051 Germantown Avenue 

Philadelphia 

WINCHESTER TOY COMPANY 
Mfqs. of Lambskin StuHed Toys 

2017 South 63rd Street 

MOBILE MOTORS, Inc. 
4640 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

F. VALLI 
2501 South 11th Street 

Philadelphia 

ELMWOOD DINER 
5801 Elmwood Avenue 

Philadelphia 

GALLO AND COMPANY 
Modem Fireplaces 

2100 South 20th Street 

MOBILIO'S APOTHECARY 
24-Hour Prescription Service 

Broad and Dickinson Streets 

VECCIDONE'S TACONY 
ITALIAN BAKERY 

4955 Wellington Street 

Equitable Life Insurance 
Comp11ny of Iowa 

211 0 Girard Trust Building 

MODERN LAUNDRY 
4089 Market Street 

Philadelphia 

NICHOLAS VITULLO 
Tailor 

1326 Vine Street 

ERIE RECREATION CENTER 
517 West Erie Avenue 

Philadelphia 

MOSKOWITZ'S BAKERY 
435 South 60th Street 

Philadelphia 

WALNUT BOWLING ACADEMY 
3624 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia 

Erskin Hardware Company 
Complete Home Furnishings 

4180 Germantown Avenue 

EVANS AUTO PARTS 
709 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

WISE'S POTATO CHIPS 
Potato Chip Manufacturer 
7048 Wooclland Avenue 



Sam Jeffries 
Charles Crain 
Robert Trueman 
Harold A yre~ 
Frank Keegan 
Frederick P. i\fount 

CajJtain 
Treasurer 

. 'iPcretaT\' 
Mush·a/ Director 

Drill Ma.1ter 
Parade Director 

DIRECTORS 

Harl'cy Osman, David Ander~on. Edward 
Phillips. Joseph l'illen 

\Voodland String Band was organ­
i7ed February 11, 1926, at a meet­
ing of nine men. They chose AI 
Ryan as the first captain, and the 
organintion became the only string 
band in \Vest Philadelphia. By 
summer, the membership grew to 

Roi<LR'I TRUEMA'I and IL\ROLD hRI~~ 
Scuelar)' and Musiw l Director 

SA\1 .JFFFRIF.S, CajJiain 

100 and the band appeared during 
the String Band Review held in 
1926 at the ~Iunicipal Stadium. 

The band now owns its own 
home, located at 6119 \Voodland 
Avenue. Twenty of the original 
members are still active. 

A new club banner and Ameri­
can flag has been presented this 
year and a television set is now in­
sta lied in the club house. 

The "'oodland String Band i~ 
always ready to do its share in com­
munity activitic!>. Although not 
achieving first pri1e in any year, 
the organi1.ation placed second in 
19.~2 and 1937, third in 1931 and 
1933, and is now after first prize. 

Some of the affairs attended by 
the \Voodland String Band are: 
neighborhood parades, patriotic 
celebrations, charitable affairs, (m 
Uncle vVip, at Forest Park, Maple 
Shade, N. J., and Phoenixville 
celebrations. 

STRINC BAND 

Tm: ~[OI'H AND THE FLAME 

Costume- Two outside lines are 
dressed in costumes of yellow, and 
inside lines will wear suits of pastel 
shades of blue, green, pink, and 
orchid. Each member of the 60-
piece band will wear an enormous 
head peace. l\Iade to represent a 
flame extending upward to a moth. 
it is trimmed with red marabou 
and cellophane and set ali with ~0 
ostrich plumes. 

Captain- Dressed to represent a 
huge moth . Costume is made of 
white satin, set olf hy 60 ostrich 
plumes. Assistant Harvey Ossman 
will represent the hall of flame, 
and dance around the moth. 

Musical Num/Je1·s- Theme song, 
which pertaim to the "Moth and 
the Flame," is "You Didn't w·ant 
Me When You Had i\re, So Why 
Do You ·want l\Ie Now?" "The 
Headway March" and other popu­
lar songs will be played. 

The drill will he the formation 
of a huge "W" representing the 
Woodland String Rand. 

5S 



_A Bucks, M. Alan Dobison Company Goldfine Truck Rental Service 
Burdy's Bar Don's Cigar Store Goldsmith, Lewis Co. 
Burke's Cafe Donato, Anthony P. Goodman, Harris 

A. C. Radio Supply Co. Burns, W. H., & Co. Donnelly & Denny Gassert & Pritchett 

ADC Lumber Co. c Dougherty's Cafe Govberg, Albert 

Abrams, Charles Dowling, Edw. C. Graham, W. A. 

Ace Auto Parts Dreer, Mort Grasso, Mario, & Son, Lumber Yard 

Ace Welding Service Dubin Paper Co. Gray's Jewelers 

Acme Scrap Iron & Metal Co. Campbell, James J. Dunham, C. Trevor Green Trees Tavern 

Adelia Dress Co. Campisi Denial Laboratory Dutch Pastry Shop Greenberg, Jack, Inc. 

Adkins Trucking & Freight Lines (annuli, Domenick Dwell's Metals Greenmount Cemetery Co. 

Admiral Hotel Canosa & DiVirgiliis 

G 
Gress, Eddie 

Agner Hardware Capozzi, Ludwig S., & Sons Gutlohn, Alfred S·. 

Albert, E. J. Caramanica, Rodger Gulowicz, Frank ~1. 

Alioto, Santo, & Sons Cardone Brothers 
Alizzi, Anthony Car-Los Restaurant Eagle Brush Mfg. Co., Inc. JJ All Stales Life Insurance Co. Carlou's Tailoring Shop Eastern Boneless Beef Co. 

Allanoff, Samuel Carty's Cafe Eddalel Hotel, The 

Aloi, J., & Son Cassidy's Luncheonelle Edee Jean Beauty Salon Haas-Miller Corp. 

Alpha Metal Works Cathcart. Howard H. Edelman & Edelman Beauty Salon Halpern Bros. 

Allman, Herman Catone, C. Edmar Communication Co. Hamilton Court Hotel 

American Locker Co. Cavalier Beer Distributing Co. Edward's Men's Shop Hamilton School of Music 

American Pipe Supply Central Bindery Co. Edward's, Alfred, Machine Works Hank's Pool Parlor 

American Water Softener Co., Inc. Central City Nursing Home Einbinder, Clara Harbea Hardware Co. 

Anchor Products Co. Chapman Wire Novelty Co. Elco Printing Co. Harper Company 

Angelo, Nicholas Charles' Men's Sho~ Elfred's Candies Harry's Auto Repair 

Angelcoll Nursing Home Charles, Jules Eljay Shirl Co. Harry's Restaurant 

Ann's Beauty Shop Cherkasky Meal Co., Inc. Ellsworth French Dry Cleaning Hausser, C. A .. & Son 

Anne's Beauty Shop Cherry-Levis Food Products Co. Embico Restaurant & Rooming House Healey, John A. 

Appel, Joseph B. Chester's Food Markel Em i I' s Barber Shop Healis, Frank B., & Co. 

Aramingo Welding Co. China House Equipment Rental Co. Hebrew Delicatessen 

Armstrong, George W. Chipp's Cleaners Ernest's Qua lily Meals Heller, Robert 

Arnob Mfg. Co. Chips Italian Restacranl Evans, William Henry's Quality Meals 

Ashworth Brothers Christo's Cigar Store 

:J 
Heppe Company, The 

Atlantic Service Station Christopher Aulomolive Parts Herman's Luncheonette 

Aulhenfic Shop, The Church Printing Co. Hiestand Brothers 

4ulomalic Temperature Control Co. Ciccolelli, A., & Sons Hinderer, William G., & Bro. 

Avicolli, Joseph Cicione Bros. Fairmount Body Co. Holz Beauty Shoppe 
Cilione, Domenick Fairmount Vending Machine Co. Home Style Foods 

B 
Clair's Beauty Shoppe Family Home Remodeling Co. Hooper Paper & Twine Co. 
Clearfield Supply Co. Famous Delicatessen Stores Horn, Harry 
Clime Studio Farmer's Dairy Hotel Claridge 

Bailis, Max, & Sons 
Close, Murray Faust, Oscar Hotel Rolzell & Restaurant 
Cohen Dry Goods Co. Feinstein, Morris Hotel Valace 

Baker, Edward M. Collins, John A., Inc. Ferco Screw Machina Co. Hovey Spray Equipment Co. 
Baker, Louis Collins, Jos. H., & Son Fergusson, Alex. C., Co. Huetger, H. 
Balis Bros. Colonial Statuary Co. Fifth Street Jobbing House Humpty Dumpty Cafe 
Ball, John L. Comley Equipment Co. Fiore's Italian Restaurant Hyde, George A. 
Baltimore House Coney Island Restaurant Fireman's Restaurant 
Barkley, A. V. Connolly's Cafe Fisher, Charles, & Son _g. 

\\1' 
Baron, Bill, & Sons Consolidated Ice Co. Fitzpatrick, S. R. 
Barsol Hosiery Finishers Consumers Sail Co. Fi ve-0-Fou r Bat 

1 
Bartram Tire & Appliance Co. Cook. AI ·Floss's LuncheoneiiJ Ianni, James F. 
Bassett, L. D. Cooney Brothers Co. Frankel. Bella Industrial Cold Storage & Whse. Co. 
Beelis, John M. Corp, Charles E. Frankford Lumber Co. Isgro, Giuseppe 
Belli, A. B., Co. Collage Donuts, Inc. Franklin Auto Glass Co. 
Belfield Auto Bodies & Radiators Collage Inn Franklin Provision Co. J Bell Cafe Crawford Hotel Franklin Sheet Metal Works 
Bell Cleaners & Dyers Creswell, Samuel J., Iron Works Frannee's Beauty Salon 
Bell, Maurice, Fuel Corp. Croll, Jesse G., & Son Fred's Restaurant 

~~~\\~1 
Ben's Delicatessen Crystal Beauty Salon Freddy's Cafe 

J & J Cigar Company 
Bender, William A. Crystal Restaurant French Button Works 

Jackson, C. E. 
Bendiner. Alfred Crystal Salvage Co. Fretz, S. S., Jr., Inc. 

Jerry's Cafe 
Berks, Frank Cullen Electric Co. Friedman, Benjamin 

Jimmy's Friendly Service Station 
Berliner, Jos., Co. Cullinan, J. Friedman, Jerome S. 

Joe & Nell's Cafe 
Berschler, Benjamin, & Sons Cwenar, Edward Fruh. Otto 

Joe's Live Poultry Markel 
Belly's Beauty Salon 

;]) 
Fry, Frank 

Johnson & Towers, Inc. 
Biderman, David Furfari, Angelo Johnson, Howard, Restaurant 
Bi II' s Body & Fender Repair Shop Johnson, Lewis C. 
Black, M., Mfg. Co. q Joreen Studio 
Blair, William D'Ambrosio, E. Joy Hosiery Shops 
Blaustein, Sol D'Ambrosio, Vincent Joyland 
Blesi, William Da I are Associates Jule's Beauty Shop 
Blue Bird Bridal Shoppe Da-Ru Distributing Co. Galer & Hulls, Inc. Juliano, Louis A. 
Boiler Service & Repair Co., Inc. Davies, Turner & Co. Gangemi, Vincent Julia's Restaurant 
Bolger Brothers DeAmicis Cigar Co. Gelber, Martin M. 
Borach, W. R. DeCerchio, A., Coal Co. Genl. Plumbing & Heal. Sup l. Co. _}( Boroch, William P. DeGeorge's Luncheonelle Genera I Sheet Meta I Works 
Boyle's, Bob, Tavern Deacon, B. H., Co., Inc. Germantown Glass Co. 
Brandies, M. Dec-Art Company Giles & Ransome Kanefsky, Joseph 
Srein, David, Company Dee Shoppe Girard Auto Body Co. Kanev, C., & Sons 
Bresani, Joseph Deii'Osa, Vincent Giuliano, Alfred Kaplan & Bell 
Briggs Cafe Delmont Hotel Giuliano, William Kathryn's Dress Shop 
Bright Restaurant Devonshire Cream Mint Co. Giunta, Joseph L.. & Sons Kayfes, Albert J. 
Broad & Girard Pharmacy DiArenzo, Felix Godfrey Tool & Design Co. Kennedy's Beauty Shop 
Brooks, Louis A. DiCrose, Nick Goggin's Cafe Keosaian, J. 
Brown's Beauty Shoppe DiEnno, John Gold's Ben, Frulf Markel Kesler's Radio Co. 
Brox, Gus DiMarco Studio Goldberg, E. Kessler, Sol 
Buckel Grill Diamond Cafe Goldberg, Dr. Herman D. Kessler's Bakery 



L-IESE FIRMS 
and individuals salute the 
Mummers-America's great­
est pageant, traditional for 
over 100 years, and known 
the worhl over. May ever­
growing success crown this 
outstanding ci\'ic event of 
the progressive city of Phila­
delphia! 

Kesler Full fash ioned Hosiery Mill 
Keystone Adjustable Cap Co. 
Keystone Bedding Co. 
Kiefner, J. fred, & Son 
Kincus, Dave, & I. Pearl 
King, William 
Klein, A. 
Klinck, William 
Kobsar, M. J. 
Koenig, George R. 
Kolb & Haussermann 
Koonz, Clarence 
Krakovitz, M., & Sons 
Krechmer Motor Paris 
Krevflz Bros. 
Kropf, Rudolph 
Kunelz, Samuel 
Kurtz, A. C. 

laCrela, A., & Sons 
LaScala, Charles 
lanzalone, Anthony 
lanze, Salvino C. 
Laubach's Jewelry Store 
layer's Bakery 
Leider, Harry W., Co. 
tenczyk, Wm. 
lenz, Carl C., Co. 
leon, Octavia 
leon's Auto Repairs 
leonard & Son 
leone-Johnson 
Leonelli, Charles l. 
Leonelli's flower Shop 
leva Bros. 
Levick, Harry 
levis, Samuel 
lewis, J. l. 
lewis, Mary Camera Shop 
lido Hotel 
lindley Electric Supply Co. 
lindsay, John A., & Son Co. 
lipoffs Wholesale Meals 
lillie Johnny's Musical Bar 
little Man Cafe 
logan, Fred Co. 
lopez, Jack 
lolz Photo Engraving 
lou, Dorothy 

m 
McCoy, Joseph R. 
McGeever, M. Cafe 
McGelligan' s Cafe 
McGinnis & Higgins 
McGinty's Cafe 
McShane's Cafe 
M & M Genera I Contractor 
M & M Gift & Card Shop 

Macalsoris, M. 
Mack's, Joe, Gri lie 
Mallace, David 
Mallo, John 
Malone, Watson 
Marne's franklin Cafe 
Mancuso, Mario 
Mann, Oscar ·Co. 
Manny's Delicatessen 
Marcus Service Station 
Mariani & Himelfarb 
Marie's Beauty Shop 
Mark's Restaurant 
Markovitz, Bernard 
Marlin's North Philadelphia Cafe 
Mary Ann Beauty Salon 
Mary's Restaurant 
Massey, J. R., & Son 
Mawer, William 
Max's Pioneer food Markel 
Mazzola, Gus 
Meershand & Cominsky 
Meil Electric Fixture Mfg. Co. 
Mercer ~ubber Co. of Philadelphia 
Metz Oil Co. 
Mezey's Dry Goods 
Michel's Bakery, Inc. 
Michael, francis A. 
Mickus, Anlhony 
Mid-City Camera Exchange 
Midway Restaurant & Bar 
Milady Beauty Salon 
Mill End Shops, Inc. 
Miller, Bain, Beyer & Company 
Miller, Morris N. 
Miller's Bakery 
Mills & Weakley 
Mina's Amoco Service Station 
Minnies' Beauty Shop 
Miriam Mfg. Co. 
Millin Bros., Inc. 
Model Auto Body Co. 
Model Dry Goods Co. 
Modern Shoe Repairing Shop 
Moe, A., & Co., Inc. 
Moffet, Andrew 
Moliver's Dress Shop 
Montemurro, Angelo 
Montgomery, Scott & Co. 
Mooney, Penn M. 
Moors Brothers 
MI. Vernon Machine Works 
Muir, John G. 
Myers, William H. 

n 
Nardy, Nicholas 
National Grain Yeast Co. 
Nalional Tire & Battery Co. 
Navy Riding Acaaemy 
Nedlin, J. l., Company 
Neiman, H. B., Company 

Nelson's, frank, Sons 
Newman, Dr. Charles W. 
Nimelslein, Morris, Sportswear Co. 
Nova Ho:el 
Nu Betts Cafe 
Nye & Parker 

0 
O'Connor, A., Mrs. 
O'ferra ll's Caterers 
O'Malley Coal, Inc. 
O'Neill's Servicenter 
Ochs, Harry G. 
Oler, John H., & Son 
Oliver Bros. 
Orianna Auto Body Works 

p 
Paladino, John 
Park-Manor Sweet Shop 
Pat's Body & fender Service 
Paul, A. E. 
Peerless Printing Ink Co. 
Peetro's, Nick, Cafe 
Penn Jersey Dressed Poultry 
Penn Plumbing Supplies 
Penna. Dyestuff Co., Inc. 
Penna. Paste Co. 
Pep Tap Room 
Perloff Bros., Inc. 
Perotti, Dr. A. John 
Ph ila. Auto Rad iator Co. 
Phlla. Badge Co. 
Phila. Capsule Co., Inc. 
Phila. Plumbing Supply Co. 
Philips, Samuel 
Phoenix Precision Instrument Co. 
Photo Makers 
Phototype Engraving Co. 
Picciano, Pete 
Pinto, Joseph 
Pioneer Institute Business College 
Plastic Center 
Portable Service Equipment Co. 
Potolsky, Samuel 
Polls, Wayne 
Press, Abe 
Pullo, Vincent 
Puritan Stationery 

Q 
Quaker City Motors, Inc. 
Quality Roofing & Sheet Metal Co. 

Race St. Garage & Truck Serv. Corp. 
Rado, Vito A. 
Rainbow Restaurant 
Rama's Cafe 
Raykess Co. 
Read, Howard W., Corp. 
Real Sport Clothing Co. 
Reed, f. Earl 
Reliance Bedding & feather Co. 
Remmey, Richard C., & Son Co. 
Repei-Arain Co. 
Richman's Upholsters 
Richmond Machine Co. 
Ricker, Nelson f. 
Rigberg, William 
Riley, Samuel 
Ringenary, Edward C. 
Rio Cafe 
Riller, C., Inc. 
Roberts, Catharine 
Rohr, George P. 
Roney, John W. 
Roth Construction Co. 
Rothenberg, N. 
Rowen, George S., & Son 

Rowland Brothers 
Roy a list Provision Co. 
Ruberoid Company 
Ruffin, Aubert 
R & l Tools 

s 
S. K. Exchange 
Saboroff, Abe 
Sandler, J. A. , Company 
Sanfillippo Brothers 
Santilli, J. 
Saulter's luncheonette 
Savidge, Edwin T, 
Savitz Brothers 
Sax's Cafe 
Schaefer, William 
Schifalacqua, I. 
Schlosser Mfg. Co. 
Schmitt, H. R. 
Scholtz lumber Co. 
Schwartz, E. E. 
Seaboard Seed Co. 
Sechowicz, Stanley 
Segal & .\delman 

u 
United Beer Distributors 
U. S. loan Society 
Universal Brass Works 
Universal Food Markel 
Universal Insulation Co, 
Universal Kilcheneering Equip. Co. 
University Motors 
Urffer Drug Store 
Utsch, Ernest 

v 
Valailis, William 
Veedco Sales Co. 
VIdor Billiard Company 
Vidor Cafe 
Vincent Iron Works 
Vogel, Gus 
Volpe, Joseph 

w 
Segal, Morris, & Sons Wagner, Raymond 
Segal, N. Wakefield Winding Co. 
Shamrock Tavern Waldron & Co., Inc. 
Sheinman Provision Co. Walt's Cafe 
Sherman's Bakery Warrington Insulation, Inc. 
Shelzline, Charles A. Waske's, Anthony, Cafe 
Shoemaker, Esther Watson, Clayton A. 
Shore Tire Co. Weber, f., Co. 
Shumoski, Stan ley Wegel, George 
Sidco Paper Co. Weiner, M., & Co. 
Sidewater, Philip A., & Co. Weiss Cushion Shop 
Singer, H. Weiss, George Co., Inc. 
Smith, frank E. Welsey, J. 
Smith, l. Wertheimer & Co. 
Smith, Dr. W. D. Wh ite's Wander Inn 
Sobo Cigars Wieland's Cafe 
Soulhwark Plumbing & Heal. Supl. Co. Wi lli ams, Charles J. 
Spangler Sign Worits Williams, Herbert S. 
Spina Bros. Wonder Bar 
St. James Garage Wood-Stretch & Co. 
Stasiewicz, Michael Wood, John H., Co. 
State Tire Co. 1j 
Steeple Wrecking Company 
Stein. Hall & Co. 
Stein's Department Store 
Steiner, J 
Stephens, Raymond B. 
Sterling Supply Corp. 
Sterling, William 
Steve's Cafe 
Stifnell, A. Wm. 
Stoller, Martin 
Suburban Dairies 
Sunshine Glass Co. 
Swartz, W. l. 
Sweeney, John 1. 
Swilley, Rufus 

T. & S. Tavern 
Tabor Press 
Tarin's 
Tali, A. 
Tayler, M. 
Ted's Tailor Shop 
Terry, J. H., Company 
Tell, Joe 
Toland's Cafe 
Tom's Electrical Service 
Toohey, John J. 
Topp's Cafe 
Torillo, J. 
Towne Shop 
Tracy, Stephen E., Jr. 
Treuter, louis J. 
Trinkle, Wilmer S. 
Trivelli Pharmacy 
Turin Grotto 
Twining Bros. 

Yanni, Alex 
Young, George, Co. 
Yuen, Julian 

z 
Zabel Brothers Co., Inc. 
Zambelli Boiler Works 
Zelman, Harry 
Ziehler Bros. Co. 
Zilner's Confectionery 
Zittel, l. F., Co. 



143 W. Courtland St., Phila. 

Daniel Dougherty 
Insurance 

Lewis Tower Bldg. Phil a. 

A. FEY 
Electric 

Appliances 

3718 N. 5th St. 
Philadelphia 

Newman Barrel Co. 
( ) 

27th & Dauphin Sts., Phila. 

E. LESCHINSKY 
4610 N. 5th Street. Philadelphia 

Florist 
Wm. Didden 

62nd St. above 
Woodland Ave. 

Philadelphia 

Berke Brothers Company 
[llldltical Cipj:z1ia.JwM 
18th and South Sts. Phila. 

T. Mininni & Son 

~ Speciality 

~ Iron Railings 

1307 E. Passyunk Ave., Phila. 

Birth of the String Bands 
(As told by jack Towers, only sumiving 
membe1· of the fow· who originated this 
ente1·taiuiug attractiou.) 

In the fall of 1898, I was employed 111 

one of the leading department stores in 
Philadelphia. Just as with the young 
men of toda y, we would meet at noon 
hour and discuss different topics. 

One clay the subject of music was 
mentioned. A chap by the name of John 
Wygand said that he played "banjo" 
and he with three others would play 
against any four string instrument play· 
ers at any time. It just so happened 
that I played "flute" with three others 
who played "banjo," "mandolin," and 
"guitar." His challenge was accepted and 
we arranged to have a "contest" to sec 
who were the better players. 

'"'e met the following week and aher 
tuning up, I started to play a number 
that the three boys whom I had with 
me were familiar with. The other four, 
instead of waiting to play their number, 
immediately started to play with us. 
That was the start and the end of the 
"contest." '"'e became so interested that 
we played the re~t of the evening to· 
gether and arranged to meet every week. 
From time to time, new boys came to 
rehearsals and before the following New 
Year's Day, we had about 30 pieces, all 
string except the flute. 

After two years, we were asked by 
Bart McHugh, who was then an enter· 
tainment promoter and who was inter· 
ested in the Mummers' Parade, to go in 
the parade as a novelty. '"'e agreed. 

Then came the problem of costume. 
'"'e decided on a black face minstrel out· 
fit. The entire cost was not as e:\.pensive 
as one string band captain's suit of to· 
clay. After three years, another string 
band was formed, "The Oakey." From 
time to time others followed. 

The competition was of such a 
friendly nature that harmony prevailed 
both in music and spirit and while other 
instrument~ had been added - the sax, 
accordion, bass, etc. - to lend volume, 
yet the string instruments predominated 
as of today. 

This is a brief outline of how the 
string bands came into being. I do not 
want to take all the credit to myself, but 
being the only surviving member of the 
organizers, I wish to share it with my de· 
parted friends, John Wygand, William 
Siebert, and Louis Samuels, whose mem· 
ory I cherish. 

Th e john Talbot String Band, rhampions irz 
1916· 17·18. 

One of "Philadelphia's fi nest" carrying part of a 
' fancy co!/1/llle blown off a marcher du1·ing a 
t _.ltorm. 

l Tile TJ!illiam ]. "Redd)'" Bell Stl'ing Band, first 
IJJri:e winner in 19-/2. 

A section of the crowd awaiting the New }'ear 
Pageant at City Hall. 



Charter a PTC Bus or Street Car 
for Group Trips 

For groups planning sightseeing tours, 

sports outings, picnics, etc., PTC Charter 

Service provides the ideal way to travel. 

Charter a bus or street car, whichever 

best suits your needs. Rates are reason­

able and your trip will be more pleasant 
when your group can stay together. For 

information, call PEnnypacker 5-6100 

and ask for "Charter Service." 

Don't Miss the 
Annual 

SHOW OF SHOWS 
MUMMERS' 
STRING BANDS 

Sponsored by 

Philadelphia Mummers' String Band Association 

Tuesday and Wednesday Nights 

February 3 and 4, 1948 

Convention Hall Philadelphia 

Reserved Seats Both Nights 

Tickets Available Through All Mummers' String Bands 

CRANBERRIES 
A FLAVOR TREAT EVERYBODY ENJOYS 

Here's tasty, tangy flavor, delicious with any 
meal-every day of the year! Both are delightful 
and both are ready to serve! 

ASK FOR THEM AT YOUR GROCER'S 

Boosting the Name of Our 

Fair City! 

Phi/ade~hia (),./ 
Jrockj 

Are Sold All Over America! 

PHILADELPHIA GIRL FROCKS 

12th and Mt. Vernon Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Manufacturers of Girls' and Children's Dresses 
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