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When the Mummers
Parade . . .

and EVERY DAY, in good weather and
bad, we’re on the job to serve you.

When the Mummers
Parade . . .

there are inevitable delays to surface lines
which cross the line of march. Extra cars
and extra supervisors are on the job to

give you the best service possible.

Please help us help you by observing these

requests:

1. Move to the rear. Keep doors clear.

2. Buy tokens in advance, or have ex- *

act change ready.

3. Present transfers and exchanges
face up, unfolded.

4, Use subway-elevated instead of sur-
face lines.

Your cooperation will bhe appreciated by
PTC and your fellow riders.

HAPPY NE¥ YEAR!

~—=Prc>

PHILADELPHIA TRANSPORTATION CO.

More than a

New Year's Shooter

Ready Kilowatt is a rootin’-tootin’,
hustlin“-bustlin’ fella with a thou-
sand cmd one jobs to do . . . every
second of every day. And holidays
are still workdays . . . electrically
speaking.

Fortunately. we can dress Ready
up for emy occasion. ?hat's becouse
he's used to playing many parts. For
instance, you'll find him in the home
.. . washing, ironing, cleaning, cook-
ing, and running the refrigerctor.
On the other hand, he must drive the
giant motora of indusiry, keep lighis
and street lamps lit, besides pesr-
forming a hundred and one néher
miracles on the farm, in the lomme, i
shops and in industrial ploole . » « -
every day in the year. Thalls wiky
we say, Ready KilowaRk is meost
than a Noew Year's Shaoles:™

* * x - *

?HILABELPHIA ELECTBIC BO.




",

January 1, 1946

PHILADELPHIA NEW YEAR SHOOTERS’
and MUMMERS" ASSOCIATION, Inc.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

ALFRED FINK
President, Muvmmers’ Association
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ALFRED FINK, Board of Directors
President o
JAMES KINEE, . Fancy Division
Vice -President HARRY MARQUIS
HARRY TYLER, Sr., ROBERT ZIEGLER
Treasurer Comic Division ;s‘: #
SIOBEID €. WAILLUIES, GEORGE SIMMERS
Recerding Secretury MIKE TERRY - 2%
WILLIAM McDONALD, o
Finemcial Secretary String Bemd Division
HENRY SALTENBERGER, JAMES DURNING
Sergeant-at-Arms JOHN ARLETH
H ’ -

Our organization extends its thamks to all who have aided us.
Our special appreciation to the Salvation Army and
the Philadelphia Press. > T
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MATERIALS HANDLING MACHINERY

Electric Trucks Hand Lift Trucks
Hand Chain Hoists Electric Hoists

Kron Industrial Dial Scales

THE YALE & TOWNE MANUFACTURING (O.

PHILADELPHIA DIVISION

4530 TACONY STREET, PHILADELPHIA 24, PA.

Compliments of

A FRIEND




LOON FRIENDS OF MUMMERS AND SHOOTERS

MAYOR BERNARD R, SAMUEL

O JOSEPH J. MILLIGAN ’ CHARLES E. O'HALLORAN
Marshal Grand Marshal
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MUMMERS PARADE DIRECTORS

GEORGE B. McCLERNAND, JR.
J. 5. SHIELDS [ 4

LOUIS STECKLAIR

CARL ZEIGLER ROBERT RODEBAUGH



PRIDE OF THE KEYSTONE...

Today traditional events occur across the
Nation but none is more famous than Philadelphia’s
own Mummers’ Festival.

Our sincere congratulations to your fine
“carry-on” spirit in war and peace. We deem it an
exceptional privilege to broadcast a description of
this traditionally fine event . . . the pride of the

Keystone State.

Westinghouse NBC Programs

\S?Q/OAC?LI/LO r03.

1014 WALNUT STREET

PHILADELPHIA




Philadelphia’s Mummers and Shooters Parade
;4 » . Ulldest Folk GCustom in America

By GEORGE F. KEARNEY

It is high time for Philadelphians to realize that in
our annual New Years' Shooters and Mummers'
parade—actually the oldest folk custom in America,
dating back 275 years in our local history—we have
an unrealized civic asset of tremendous possibilities.

It is, by far, the most spectacular annual pageant
staged in this country. In the gorgeousness of its
costumes, in the size of its mammoth capes, in the
number of participants and in the glory of its dis-
tinctive music there is not its equal in the United
States nor, for that matter, in the world.

Mummery is nearly as old as civilization itself but
in this parade of ours it finds its finest flower. Yet, not
one person out of a thousand realizes, as this caval-
cade of mirth passes up Broad Street, that it is not
merely “just another parade” but a fascinating all-
year-round pastime for most of its participants. Fur-
thermore, it is to be doubted whether one person in

ers are the third and even the fourth generation of
mummers.

And as for its history—well, that remains to be
written. It has many colorful, quaint and amusing
chapters. When formal histories of towns and na-
tions are written it is usually the solemn moments
which are recorded and preserved. Our happy days
fade with the echoes of our laughter. The history of
mummery in this city now reposes chiefly in un-
published diaries of our early settlers, in accounts
of visitors to these parts and in the memories, handed
down from generation’ to generation, in old-time
mummers' families. :

Perhaps the earliest known account of @ Mummers'
Parade was penned by Henry Muhlenberg, who es-
tablished the Lutheran Church in America, who
wrote in 1839: “Met men on the roads in Tinicum
and Kingsessing who were disguised as clowns,
shouting at the top of their voices and shooting
guns.” Dr. Muhlenberg seemed puzzled by these
merrymakers and was probably unaware that he
was witnessing an old Swedish “"Second Christmas’’
custom imported by the settlers of Tinicum long
before William Penn arrived from England in his
good ship “"Welcome."

The Swedes who settled around their block house
<at Tinicum, on the banks of the Christiana River,

were thrifty farmers, working from dawn o late twi-
light in their effort to wrest a living out of this fertile
soil. However, when the Yule season came, and the
heavy winters drove them indoors these farmers in
"The Neck,” as they called South Philadelphia even
in those days, staged a series of parties to celebrate
the "turn of the year.” They usually culminated in
one of those old miracle plays performed in the
churchyards of the four Swedish churches they built
here. These were enacted in the late afterncon of
New Year's eve.

After the show was over, and the devil had been
driven to shame, the costumed players returned to
their farmhouses for their final midwinter party. At
midnight they shot off their guns and then danced:
and sang until morning. In the early morning the:

JOSEPH FERKO
Ferko String Band
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SAMUEL JEFFERIES
Captain, Woodland String Band

revelers, still in costume, set out on the country
roads to visit their neighbors and to wish them a
happy and a prosperous New Year. There are ex-
isting accounts of these visitations in the day-by-day
diaries of even the early English settlers. It became
the custom of the English to welcome their Swedish
friends at their doorsteps, tossing out to the merry-
makers specially prepared cookies, candies and
fruit.

As a rule, these very early Swedish mummers ap-
pointed a leader, or "Speech Director,” who had a
special little dance step and who recited a bit of
doaggerel which comes down to us like this:

numbers as they went along, often penetrated the
heart of Penn's "Greene Countrie Towne” being
caretful to visit the bakery shops along High (Market)
Street. It was the custam of the bakers to prepare
large cakes for their New Year's visitors which they
cut into generous pieces and distributed to the
marchers.

a day of work. As the mummers passed by they
would close their shutters. They were always agitat-

parades. In

fact, their annoyance culminated in a law passed
by the Pennsylvania legislature in 1808 declaring
that "masquerades, masquerade balls and masked
processions were public nuisances” and decreed
that all persons who held masked balls in their
homes, entertained Shooters, or participated in these
or similar demonstrations would be subject to fines
imprisonment not to exceed three

remained in the statute books of

until it was repealed in 1859.

court record of a conviction

general public opinion was

supposed that mummery was

strictly a Swedish folk custom. In all countries—Italy,
England, France, Germany, Holland, Denmark, etc.
New Year was celebrated by similar parties and
street fetes. It was especially prevalent in Eliza-
bethan England, and therefore it was very natural

James Coultas, whose house once stood at 58th St.
and Florence Avenue. True to the English custom
the members of his household staged the traditional
mummers’ play "St. George and the Dragon.” It is

CAPTAIN ALFRED FINK
of Hageman String Band and this year’s President
of Mummers’ Associotion



LLEWELLYN DRUGS, Inc.

1518 CHESTNUT STREET
5622 GERMANTOWN AVENUE 6235 LANCASTER AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA
9 E. Lancaster Avenue
ARDMORE

FOI

WEBER'S Fiﬂel' 7
ARTIST AND DRAWING MATERIALS F]ﬂvor

1620 CHESTNUT STREET
PHILADELFHIA

Compliments of

GLASS BOTTLE BLOWERS ASSOCIATION

O. ROURKE FUNERAL HOME

FRANK M. FLEER CORP, ESTABLISHED 1885

1709 SOUTH 56th STREET

January 30, 1946

“Show of Shows”

SEE

THE STRING BANDG®S
UNDER LIGHTS

Convention Hall
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CAPTAIN JAMES DURNING
1st Prize Winner as Best Dressed Captain 1943-44-45

recorded that among those participaiing in the mer-
riment that followed were several bands of mummers
from "The Neck,” all of whom were invited in for a
sip of New Year's punch.

Even when the red coats invaded Philadelphia
General Howe promoted a New Year's pageant on
January 1, 1778. It took place in front of the Wharton
mansion at Sth and Federal Streets, now the site of
the George Washington School, and was called the
"Meschianiza.” The ill-fated Major Andre described
it as a “'gay and gorgeous spectacle.” But, it is to
be doubted whether any of the original mummers
participated in this rather haughty party, since most
of them were a part of Washington's shivering army
at Vdlley Forge.

However, when Washington was a resident of
Philadelphia during the seven years he lived in the
Presidential mansion at 9th and Chestnut Street, he
made much ado about New Year. Here he held
open house and often came to the doorway with his
lovely wife, Martha, to greet the New Year's Shooters
who pranced before his door. In fact, Washington
became quite a tradition with the mummers which
persists to this day.

Did ever a New Year's Parade move up Broad
Street without at least cne George Washington in

line? And did you notice that he is usually accom-
panied by a clown whose costume and antics make
some researchers believe that he was the forerunner
of the bewhiskered Uncle Sam of today. This fellow,
in the unpublished tradition of mummery was known
as "Cooney Cracker” and he has been patterned
atter the original clown who stood before America’s
first president in the days when this nation was
young. These mummers used to dress up one of
their number as Washington himself and his lines
would run something like this:

"Here am [, great Washington

On my shoulder I carry a gun.”

After a low bow "Cooney Cracker” would step
forward and recite:

"Here come I, old Cooney Cracker

I swear to Gawd my wife chews terbacker
A pipe is good, cigars are better
Buy me some grog, and I'll write you «a letter.”

These antics seemed to amuse Washington very
much and these couplets were recorded and pre-
served by one of his aides.

During the 19th Century New Year's mummery be-
came an established tradition in Philadelphia. Those
who did not aitend these special New Year's Eve
parties in South Philadelphia journeyed to Independ-
ence Hall The men blackened their faces, wore
their topcoats inside out and usually carried a stock-
ing filled with potatoes. They also brought pistols
along with an ample supply of blank cartridges. As
the bell in the steeple of the State House finished the
stroke of twelve there would be let loose a ca-
cophony of shots, horns, bells and songs heard over
the entire town.

The fact that we call these marchers “shooters”
and then again we refer to them as "mummers”
puzzles some people. But not those who see this
New Year's celebration through the visia of history.
There never existed a faction of “shooters” as op-
pbsed to "mummers.” They are one and the same
thing—folks united by a zest for living, a faith in
the future and a desire to share their happiness with
other people.

LIBERTY BRIGADE—HENRY AND DONNIE HENDRICKSON
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:‘ greater port is Philadelphia’s
bid for a major share in international
trade for the greater prosperity of the
citizens of this community, state and

nation. We are proud to co-operate.
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J. A. MURRAY—Comic Club

During the 19th Century the more formal New
Year's Clubs appeared. They were really social
clubs. They held frequent parties throughout the
entire year. Olften the proceeds of these events
went to charity as, indeed, they do today. This is
an aspect of Philadelphia mummery that is rarely
publicized. During the past war these clubs were
consianily entertaining servicemen at the various
canteens, taking long journeys to the hospitals in this
vicinity. It has always been thus. Our orphanages,
our civilian itals, the early relief societies could
adlways depend on mummer folks to do more than
their share during hard times.

In the latter part of the 19th Century these New
Year's Clubs established all-year-round centers.
Here, early in the Sp they plemned their cos-
tumes for the coming New Year. During the sum-

mer the women folks gathered to sew on these capes
while the men built the frameworks. Toward the
Fall they would rent old barns, guarding them day
and night lest their competitors get a peep at their
specialty numbers.

The early clubs—some of whom have passed now
beyond recall--had amusing names. One of the
earliest was the "Silver Crown,” and there were
‘The Early Risers,” the "Dark Lantern,” the "Hardly
Ables," the "Whiie Capes,” the "Energetic Hoboes,”
he "Red Onions,” the "Corinthians,” the "Half and
Half,”" the “"Golden Slipper,” the "Penn Treaty,” the
Ivy Leat,” the "Cucumbers,” the "White Turnips,”
etc. Sometimes these clubs were named after neigh-
borhood celebrities, such as the George A. Furnival
Association, the John T. Slater Club as, indeed, they
re todary.

It the intention of the present-day Mummers,
under the leadership of their energetic president,
Al Fink, to gather together material for an organized

history of all these clubs. Too much of this material
he

s been lost to posterity as individual clubs have
oassed out of existence. They hope to gather the
reminiscences of the old-timers, a vast mosaic of
memories that should make interesting reading.
Some of these stories were recited in ‘the review
of Mummers' history which was staged by the Junto,
Philadelphia’'s Adult School, at the Academy of
Music on October 2nd last, when several of these
old-timers were brought to the microphone by
George B. McClernand, Jr., the Mummers' master
of ceremonies, himself ¢ member of an old Mummers’
tamily.

Before the turn of the 20th Century the Mummers'
parades were not city-wide affairs. They marched
in various sections of the city, especially in South
Philadelphia and Kensington. The merchants in

these sections oftered prizes of furniture, clocks,
clothes, etc. for the best-dressed or funniest cos-
tumes that paused before the doors of their shops.
The bakers, as in pre-Revolutionary days, vied with
each other in producing mammoth cakes for them,
a custom that persists even to this day.

FERKO STRING BAND

Py



reelings
Greeting

PHILADELPHIA JOINT BOARD
AMALGAMATED CLOTHING WORKERS
OF AMERICA

Demand the Amalgamated

UNION: MADE Label on All Men’s and Boys’
CLOTHING _| WesHig Asparl ard

Work Clothes

CHARLES WEINSTEIN, Manager

ANTHONY CORTIGENE, President

SEriES OO

JACOB FELDMAN, Secretary

WE WISH THE

PHILADELPHIA

NEW YEAR SHOOTERS and

MUMMERS ASSOCIATION PARADE

ON JANUARY 1, 1946

EVERY POSSIBLE SUCCESS

. . . A FRIEND

Compliments of

PHILADELPHIA LAGER BEER
BREWERS" ASSOCIAT!CN

Chester Brewery, Inc.
Cooper Brewery
Otto Erlanger Brewing Co.
Esslinger’s, Inc.

Wm. Gretz Brewing Co.
John Hohenadel Brewery, Inc,
Jacob Hornung Brewing Co.

Henry F. Ortlieb Brewery

Philadelphia Brewing Co.

Adam Scheidt Brewing Co.

C. Schmidt and Sons, Inc.

COMPLIMENTS OF

A FRIENID
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SOL GINSBURG, CAPTAIN ELMER LEYRER and FRED J. KESEL
of Aqua String Band

The Thomas Clements Club is usually credited
with winning the first cash prize in Shooier history.
The story as to how this all came about is typical.
The two Vare brothers, William S. and Edward H,,
rising political leaders of that day, persuaded Cle-
ments, a bottler, to pay half the expense of a club
which was to bear his name. They staged an all-
night party at the Yellow House, an Inn on 10th
Street, and at dawn the costumed folks marched
to the Vare home, then at 4th Street and Snyder
Avenue, where the brothers served them breakiast.
The celebration wound up in front of the McGowen
Political Club at Broad and Passyunk Avenue. This
club presented the Clement's leader with a cash
prize of $25 thus initiating the custom of cash prizes
for Shooters’ clubs.

The first city-wide parade was held on Broad
Street on January 1, 1901. City Councils had ap-
propriated $1,725 to be distributed as cash prizes.
Mayor Ashbridge and his cabinet sat in reviewing
stands as judges and the enthusiasm of the citizenry
knew no bounds. The stimulus of this city sponsor-
ship, and the resulting national publicity, caused the
formation of many new clubs and the recrganization
of old ones under new leadership.

It was not un’il the second ciiy-wide parade that
string bands appeared. The mummers had found
a real friend in the late Bart H. McHugh, and also
the late Abe Einstein. Mr. McHugh, who was a
booking agent, suggested to John F. Towers, com-
poser of two favorite mummers’ songs "Honey Boy"
and “'Scrap Iron” that his siring band enliven the
spectacle with music. Towers, and his friends who
worked with him at the N. Snellenburg’s store, de-
signed and made their costumes in time for the
1902 parade. Since that time the siring bands have
proved a very impcrtant feature of mummery.

Some day it will be discovered that mummers’
music is just as interesting, in its way, as swing
music and calipso. The music of mummery, as
played by our present swing bands, has a disiinctive
lilt to it, a "folksy” quality that deserves further

siudy and allention. When that time comes the
Philadelphia New Year's Shooters’ and Mummers’
Association will be the sponsors of a new sort of
American music which will give this city anew a
reputation as a cen’er of music and song.

This first string band was called "The Trilby" and
was led by Louis Samuels, a veteran shooter, who
was an optician. It made such a hit that they were
awarded a consolation prize of $25, although the City
Fathers had provided no prize for the classification.

There always have existed great rivalries among
these clubs. Quite frequently, a group from one
would withdraw and organize one of their own. The
"Heller"' Club, for insiance was formed in 1899 by a
group that bolted from the "Silver Crowns.” It was
named after an innkeeper at 23rd and Ellsworth
Street. Later it was reformed under the leadership
of George A. Furnival, a baker, at 23rd and Wharton
Sireet and assumed his name. In 1908 a group left
the Furnival leadership and set up the William
Jenner Club, named after an old-time comic.

Until the history of all these clubs has been com-
piled and codified (which we hope will include
many of these interesting sidelights) perhaps it is
just as well not be too definite about which one came
first and which cone inaugurated this or that custom.
Mummery always has been creative. That is one
of its joys. You never know what new ideas will
spring into being.

But there are some rather fixed traditions that are
liable to persist through the glorious years to come.
For insiance, there is a stern rule that insists that a

WALTER KROP
Captain, Polish American String Band
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TWO BUILDINGS ON INDEPENDENCE SQUARE

Independence Hall, birthplace of American inde-
pendence—The Penn Mutual Life Insurance Company,
providing financial independence for Americans.

. THE PENN MUTUAL LIFE
|- INSURANCE COMPANY

JOHN A. STEVENSON, President

Independence Square
Philadelphia, Pa.
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JIMMIE BRATTEN and JIMMIE CLOSKY
Oregon Fancy Club

captain's cape, no matter how heavy, cannot be set
on wheels. If this were so, the mummers argue, it
would be a float and not a cape. A fancy costume
never encroaches on a comic one and vice-versa. A
clown, if so classified, has to have his face painted
s such while a jockey must wear a jockey cap. No
women are permitted to parade. There can be no
advertising matter displayed. A string band must
not have any horns, no electrical instruments or
amplification. They use only saxophones, clarinets,
accordions and lyres

It was not until 1930 that the clubs formed a
central legislative and pelicy-making body. It was
first called the Philadelphia Mummers' Association,
Inc. This name was changed in 1940 to the Philadel-
phia New Years Shooters’ and Mummers’ Associa-
tion.

With this 1946 parade, which will probably be the
most lavish and expensive in history, the Mummers
are probably opening a new chapter in their gloricus
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history. During the war years, when so many of the
mummers were in the armed forces, the ranks of
the marchers were depleted. Many of the old-timers
came back in the parade again and have revived
their interest by so doing. The younger brothers of
marchers were encouraged to come into the parade
and special classes in string instrument music were
formed for them. As a result a lot of "new blood”
has been introduced. Moreover, the returning serv-
icemen, as after the last war, seem to be taking a
keen interest in parade affairs, as evidenced by the
presence of them in the line of march this year.

In the past ten years or so the Philadelphia Mum-
mers have come more to the fore as a civic organiza-
tion. In 1936 they were asked to stage a special
parade in June for the entertainment of the dele-
gates to the Democratic National Convention held
here. In 1939 they journeyed to the World's Fair in
New York and on each of these special occasions
they made a wonderful impression. Their trips to
Atlantic City, their frequent performances at service
hospitals and canteens have brought forth the com-
ment from out-of-towners that this city has been slow
in promoting the Mummers as a distinct asset.

There is a movement on foot to enlist general
public support. Just what form this will take is any-
body's guess. The Mummers would welcome this
cooperation, but any attempt to change the basic
traditions of mummery, such as the usual suggestion
to change the date of march, will meet with im-
placable opposition. They are, and will remain,
celebrants of the New Year. The great need, il ever
our Mummers' parade is to take its rightful place in
the life of our city, is for undersianding and respect
for the quaint, picturesque customs that have made
it the oldest and most distinctive folk custom in

America.
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t; Steve Closky, vice-president; Edward Quinn, captain and treasurer;
William Devine, corresponding secretary—Oregon Fancy Club
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PARADE PROGRAM

CHARLES E. O'HALLORAN, Grand Marshal
Directors—GEORGE B. McCLERNAND, Jr. and JACK SHIELDS
Marshal—]JOSEPH ]. MILLIGAN

—~

March Starts at 9 A. M.
ROUTE: BROAD AND PORTER STREETS—NORTH ON BROAD STREET TO GIRARD AVENUE

—ip—

ORDER OF MARCH—MUMMERS' PARADE, JANUARY 1, 1946
POLICE ESCORT
POLICE AND FIREMEN'S BAND—CAPT. JOSEPH KEIFER. Director

e

FANCY DIVISION

S. D. WHEELER N.Y. A.

AMERICAN FLAG and UNION JACK—Carried by 30 Naval
Patrol Scouts in uniform.

KING JOCKEY—A creation of royal and gold satin, carried
by Rudy Meeche.

TRIO JOCKEYS—Dark green and white, carried by Ray
Herman, Bill Doyle, and George Simon.

SHAMROCK SUIT—Carried by Harry Simon.

GALLAGHER N.Y. A.

Club leads off with members formerly in the armed forces
carrying the colors.

Followed by Fancy Brigade led by a float representing
a "Fallen Buddy” guarded by members of the armed forces,
which will be followed by seven small boys representing
“Our Future Protectors” dressed in white suits, with blue
stars on panis, belts and sleeves. Blue headdress with 13
white plumes, three blue stars in back of headdress, o royal
blue cape, with gold center and three small blue stars. Brigade
Captain Howard C. Williams, President of Club dressed in
gold costume commemorating the "Gold Star,” with headpiece
consisting of 36 gold ostrich plumes, and a back piece 12
feet in diameter with white field surrounding, a large gold
star made of gold mesh spangle which is surrounded by 375
gold ostrich plumes and entire suit covered with gold mesh
spangle. He will be followed by 48 men dressed in royal
blue costumes trimmed with gold, blue stars on pants, sleeves
with three large blue stars on cape representing our de-
fenders in the past conflict. Each man has a headdress with
36 royal blue plumes with 48 gold quills. This brigade
is known as "LEST WE FORGET."”

TRIO JOCKEYS-—Carried by Chas. Walker, Geo. Keenan
and Wm. Rementer, color blue and white, consisting of 45
horseshoes, suits are six panels each and ten feet wide, 12
feet high, three suits will make a spread of 35 feet.

BEST DRESSED JUVENILE—Harry J. Rowan, Jr., 311 Mercy
Street, age 4 years, who has been parading for three years
will represent “"America's 1946 Flower Girl,” who will wear
a yellow gown hoop skirt style, carrying a large bouquet of
American Beauty Roses.

TRIO CLOWNS—Carried by John Ziegler, John Coffin and
William Miller consisting of six panels each color blue and
gold, each suit is ten feet high and ten feet wide.

IRISH KING—Carried by James Dougherty, which is of six
panels, with Shamrocks throughout suit, suit 8 feet high and
eight feet wide.

PARATROOPER COSTUME—Carried by Joseph Kelly,
white and gold aviators suit with parachute overhead of 16
feet and 12 feet wide.

AUTUMN KING—Carried by William Raisch, theme of suit
is a scene of Autumn, of blue, white and silver, backpiece
representing sky with many silver stars and his headdress
represents bare trees also holding trees in his hands covered
with silver stars.
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S. D. Wheeler, Captain

FEMALE IMPERSONATORS—Frank Herbst,
Charles Smith, Bobby Lee, and Primo Sorenson.

TRIO CLOWNS—Red and yellow satin, carried by Joe
Aiello, Walter Yaworsky, Bob Crompton.

KING CLOWN—Black and green, carried by John Betz.

LIBERTC BRIGADE—]Joe Manson, Captain, with 40 men.

VARIEGATED CLOWNS—BIlack orchid, green and red, car-
ried by 5. D. Wheeler, 2nd, John Merz and Thomas Stevenson.

Ed Voight,

Henry Saltenberger, Captain

CAPTAIN'S CAPE—Carried by Henry Scaltenberger, who
has been known as King Mummer and is out to repeat
past performances with one of his large capes. Cape is
300 feet long, 22 feet wide, assisted by seven men and sixty
page boys. Color of cape is blue and gold, the City of Phila-
delphia colors. All page boys and assistants are dressed in
blue and gold.

JUVENILE COSTUME—Carried by John Mooney, 3rd. His
costume will be 10 feet high adorned by three baskets of
flowers of which each will represent a generation of his fam-
ily participation in the parade, his suit will be of jewel
cloth and spangles.

HANDSOMEST COSTUME—Carried by Robert Ziegler,
representing the "Fantasy” Suit is of three large fans in back
piece, spread of 16 feet by 12 feet, including 1100 ostrich
plumes of various pastel shades, he will also carry two large
fons in his hands. There is also two fans, both inside and
outside of his cape, also a gold stain hat with large fan of
ostrich plumes on top. The entire suit has 1600 ostrich plumes.
His suit is of gold satin trimmed with gold spangles.

STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER—Suit carried by Fred
Ziegler, Sr., white satin suit, with American shields on breast,
and pants, geold spangle mesh hat with 36 ostrich plumes.
Backpiece of red and blue stars, over which there are 200
white ostrich plumes.

HANDSOMEST COSTUME—Carried by Richard Klossman.
Suit red, white and blue, 12 panels, 12 {eet high and 12 feet
wide.
TRIM SUIT—Carried by Jess Huber. Color of zuit, pink
and gold, which will consist of 10 panels and will be 14 feet
high and 14 feet wide.

BEST DRESSED JUVENILE—Suit carried by Edward Abel,
Jr., Suit is six panels of red and white, overhead of 8 feet
and § feet wide.

KING CLOWN—Carried by Edward Abel, Sr., representing
“American Beauty.” Red, white and blue panels, 14 feet
high and 14 feet wide, assisted by Joseph, Harry and Charles
Abel. Chas. Abel was mustered out of the Navy two days
before parade.

Also in line will be Thomas Small of 7126 Guyer Ave., who
was Captain of Silver Crown Club in the years of 1898-1899
and 1900.

KING JOCKEY—Carried by William Coffin. Color of suit
orange and white with blue pleatings. Overhead has 35
horse shoes. Width of suit 10 {eet by 10 feet high.



OREGON N.Y.A.

1. BRIGADE—Led by Steve Closky and his two sons, Joe
and Jimmy, both parading since they were three years old.
They are now seven and ten years old respectively. The
brigade will consist of thirty men in white and red plume
trim.

2. HANDSOMEST COSTUME—Joseph Duify, Jr., President
of Oregon Club in a handsome costume fourteen feet high
with spangle trim, blue sequins and solid sequin panel.

3. NEW TRIO—This trio of returned veterans is in pastel
blue and yellow.

HUGH WHEELER N. Y. A.

Harry Marquis, Captain

4. CAPE.
5. CAPTAIN HARRY MARQUIS.

Ofiicers of the Oregon Club—Jeseph Dulffy, Jr., President;
Steve Closky, Vice-President; Edward P. Quinn, Treasurer;
Albert Wunderle, Financial Secretary; |. Gianscancisco, Sec-
retary; Harry Marquis, Captain; Edward Scherer, Sergeant
at Arms, Trustees of Oregon Club—Frank Ward, Chairman;
William Smith, Edward Du Fresne, Frank Du Fresne, Joseph
McCusker.

Hugh Wheeler, Sr., Captain

Data not received in time for publication.

P. T. C. BAND—Lieut. Eckenroth

J. A. MURRAY N.Y. A

BRIGADE—25 clowns dressed in red, white and blue.

800 WENCHES AND DUDES.

BRIGADE—25 men. Title: "Irish King and His Bubkle
Dancers."”

FEATURE—Gus Witte presents: "The Three Generations.”

FEATURE—Raymond Carr as Abraham Lincoln.

CAPTAIN CAPE—Dan Herman as Snuffy Smith.

CAPE—40 feet long, 35 page boys.

BRIGADE—"Momus Helps the World Forget Its Troubles.”

JOSEPH A. PURUL N.Y. A.

Organized April 15, 1936.

1937—2nd 194]1—2nd 1940—2nd
1938—1st 1942—1st 1943—2nd
1939—3rd 1944—2nd 1945—1st

QOur Captain, John T. Purul presents: "Bull Halsey and
His Bell Bottom Trouser Boys.”

Frank Stevens (Captain Brigade) "Tokyo Rose.”

Stanley Posnick (Captain Brigade)—"This is H— (Hitler
and Little Eva in Next World)."”

Tom Rozzi (Captain Brigade)—"Black Market Caught Nap-
ping "

HOG ISLAND N.Y.A.

BANNER CAR—COLOR GUARDS.

First Brigade—Pop Wethman's (68th year parading) anc
his clowns.

WENCHES—DUDES—CLOWNS.

Second Brigade—Al Fili and his "Alexander’'s Rag Time
Band.”

FEATURE—Ed Lee "Always in the Dog House.”

Twenty-four piece band.

FLOAT—Doc Jackson and his expedition trapping wild
pigeons.

CLOWNS—DUDES—WENCHES,

Captain’'s Cape—George Simmers as the Irish King. A
two section cape with a canopy in the center. The cape is
14 feet wide and 40 feet long; and is carried by 22 Irish pages.

Third Brigade—George Croasdale, Alec Saettie, Rocky

JOHN DE NERO N.Y.A.

BANNER CAR—Two United States flags, two Marines, two
soldiers, two sailors, clowns, dudes, wenches, and other
characters.

Band—20 pieces.

CAPTAIN'S CAPE—"Ration's Graveyard.” Captain D.
Mercaldo as "King Sugar” 25 page boys, carrying burial
ground of various rationed articles during the war, such as
coifee, etc. O.P.A. Board looks on.

BRIGADE—Chinese on Parade, led by Sag. Twenty male
and female Chinese costumes of silks and satins.

BRIGADE—Marines fighting their way back, led by John
Mercaldo. Thirty men dressed as soldiers—cannons, dum-
mies, guns, fire works. Dixie as "General Knock ‘em Dead.”

BRIGADE—-"Pigeon Pirates,” led by Michael Farina. Twenty
men dressed as pirates with knives, guns, cages, nets,
traps, etc.

Harry W. Tyler, Captain

FEATURE—Upside down Clowns.

FEATURE—George Keenan presents: "Fence Post Gossiping
Neighbors."

FEATURE—Larry Feest, "The Man of Today."”
FEATURE—"The Only Living Two-Faced Baby.”

FLOAT—Ed Herman presents: “"Walt Disney and His Char-
acters.”
FLOAT—Harry Stotsenburg, "On Our Way to Tokyo.”

John T. Purul, Captain

Charles Davis (Feature}—"Over the Hill.”

Joe Junior (Fea'ure)—"The Pottstown Terror.”

Franny Piotrowicz, Jr. (Float)—"The Battle of Hyde Park—
Blaze and Fala.”

Brennan-Prossor-Dougherty Brigade “Snuffy Smith.”

Melvin Helmlin presents a special brigade.

Al Orr and Frank Facocio present an interesting and
timely float.

Officers of the Joseph A. Purul N. Y. A —Joseph A. Purul,
President; Elmer R. Kammeraad, Vice-Pres‘dent; John Gal-
loway, Treasurer; Melvin Helmlin, Financial Secretary.

George Simmers, Captain

Franchetti, and their Boggie Woggie's, 10 pieces of string
music led by Roy Peterson.

FEATURE—This brigade.

CLOWNS—DUDES—WENCHES.

Group—Al Kampmeier, Jake Fromm and Joe Painter.

FEATURE by Meno—Variety Band of Upper Darby.

Group—Fred Buck and Jimmy Bytheway ("Pork on the
Market Again”).

FEATURE—Howard Croasdale assisted by the Orr Boys,
"Big Bad Wolf and the Three Little Pigs.”

Fourth Brigade—Twentieth Century Fashion Girls.

CLOWNS—Dudes—Wenches. :

Officers for 1945-1946—Carmen Belcito, President: Al Fili,
Vice President; Alec Saettie, Financial Secretary; Joseph Mec-
Cabe, Rec. Secretary; George Simmers, Treasurer.

Domenic Mercaldo, Captain

BAND—Twenty pieces.

BRIGADE—"Waiting for Daddy to Come Home" led by
Bill Helverson. Eighteen boys dressed as babies with baby
bottles—two babies in center of boat shaped crib.

BRIGADE—Father Divinney Hotel, led by A. Massi. Hotel
float rooms, all prices. Twenty boys.

BRIGADE—China still at war, led by Sam Massi, Sr.
Float—twenty boys as Chinese.

FEATURE—led by Pat Apicelli.

FLOAT—"Nineteen-Forty-Five Escapades of Yeast-in-Penn,”
led by Joseph Dino, John Mitchell and Mike Sullivan. Prison,
prisoners, dummies and guards.

FLOAT—"Good Riddance for World Peace,” led by Sam
Massi, Jr., Mussolini, Hitler, Hirohito, "Angel of Peace” and
other characters. Brigades, features, floats.
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LIBERTY CLOWNS N.Y. A.

Joe Schultz, Acting Captain

Peter Marcello, Captain (in Service)

Silly Torelli, president and organizer of our club, a shooter
for 22 years, reports that there will be twelve hundred
shooters in line.

1. FIFTY RAINBOW CLOWNS.

2. NINE HUNDRED DUDES and WENCHES.

3. CAPTAIN'S CAPE—Joe chultz, "It's All Over." Fifty
page boys.

4. JUVENILES: Son of Our President, little Dommie Torelli,
now nine years old, and five times prize winner in the past
five years, will be shooting for six in a row as a "Boudoir Dell.”

S.NBBIGADE—DC{n Di Gregorio—"Gravel Gertie's Wedding

ay.
6. BRIGADE—Andy Casalanova, “"Home Front.” Baby
coaches and babies.
7. FLOAT—]im Wallace, Mummer's Champ. “When Dad
Was a Baby-Beauty Pageant of 1882."
8. FLOAT—Ralph Recupida as “Atomic Millionaires.”
9. FEATURE—Frankie Williams, "One Meat Ball.”
10. BRIGADE—General MacArthur, "Making Monkeys Out
of Men.” Organ Grinder, Henry Schultz. .
11. BRIGADE—Victory Party, Ralph Torelli.

12. BRIGADE—Wives of the Mummers showing disapproval
of their husbands parading on New Year's Day.

13. FLOAT—BIilly Torelli, "Believe it or Not.”

14. FLOAT—Henry Coiq, "Marie’s Tomato Pie.”
DS%."BR{GADE—Eddie Torelli, "Uncle Sam Fighting with

16. FEATURE—]ames and Joe Capone, "The Butcher and
the Housewife.”

17. FLOAT—Blly Schultz, "The Atomic Bomb.”

18. FLOAT—Nick Terry, “Barnyard Jitterbugs.”

19. BRIGADE—]John Torelli, "The Lights Go On Again.”

20. FLOAT—Mike Terry, "The Great John L.”

21. BRIGADE—Alfred Torelli, “"Three O'Clock in the Morn-

22, FEATURE—]Joe and Al Torelli, “John L. and Gentleman

23. FLOAT—Nick Di Lonzio, "The Great Train Robbery.”

24. FLOAT—"Police Department Raiding Speckeasies.”

25. JUVENILE—Sonny Wallace, “"Beating the Gang.”
18ég..‘_]UVENILE‘.—E’n:mru_.r Torelli (five years old), “Jitterbug of

STRING BAND DIVISION

WOODLAND STRING BAND

THEME—"Russian Cossacks on Parade.”

THEME SONG—Russian Music. 1. "Meadow Lands,” 2
"Ride Cossacks.” One American March will be used entitled,
“Semper Uniti” (Always United).

COSTUMES—Copy of the Russian Cossacks’ uniforms of
red, white and gold. Material used is satin and gold metallic

cloth.

HEADDRESS—Exaggerated in size and adorned with three
red ostrich plumes. The band will execute an intricate drill
while playing their various songs. At the completion of their

J. . FRALINGER STRING BAND

THEME—"Penn Treaty.”

THEME SONGS—"Indian Love Call,” “Four Leaf Clover,”
"Cherckee” and "Pack Up Your Troubles.”

FEATURE—Only Band that plays and sings.

COSTUMES—Indians.
HAT—Twenty-four plumes, red and white—sixty-six quills

red—down over back, from one foot long to two short feathers.
CAPE—Three quarter length, red, white and green.
COAT—Rackground of white, with red and green diamonds,

JAMES DURNING STRING BAND

THEME—"Stars of America.”

THEME SONG-"Stars in Your Eyes.”

The costume designed by its Captain, James Durning, to
keep in line with the Victory celebration. Our Captain thought
that no better tribute could be paid to our heroes than to
refer to them as Stars of America. Since the stars that hung
in the windows of our American homes were gold and blue,
we present to you our colors—gold and blue—representing
the stars we shall never forget.

A color guard of four United States Marines followed by
twelve recent discharged members or home on furlough, then
five junior members of the band followed by the Captain,
James Durning, who is dressed in gold satin trimmed with
gold sequins. A large gold star headpiece with a hundred
and fifty gold plumes circling it; a gold satin cloak draped
from the shoulders and a gold star in the center of the cloak.
The two gold stars in the Captain's suit represent the two men
killed in action, who were members of the band.

Walking on each side of the Captain are Walter Majewski,
Musical Director (discharged from U. S. Army), and Edward
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Samuel Jefferies, Captain

drill in front of the judges one of the band will play "Taps”
while the others stand at aitention. They will march off
playing the “Stars and Stripes Ferever.”

The Band will consist of 48 playing men, four flag bearers,
Captain, Drill Master, Musical Director, Parade Director, two
Marshals and two Mascots.

Officers of the Woodland String Band—Captain, Samuel
Jefteries; Treasurer, Jack Fisher; Secretary, Jerry Organ; Musi-
cal Director, Bob Envin; Drill Master, Frank Clifford; Officers,
Dave Anderson, Al Dederick, Bill Lafferty, and Joseph Bruicks.

John ]. Fralinger, Captain

red feathers at bottom of coat.

PANTS—White trimmed with red and green, stripe down
each side with red feathers extended.

FEATURE—Penn's Treaty with the Indians will be enacted
at Judges’' Stand.

Ofticers—Captain and Treasurer, ]. ]. Fralinger; President,
Frank Quinn; Vice President, Thomas McEvoy; Recording
Secretary, John Mallon; Financial Secretary, Harry Okey;
Musical Directer, Walter Kunicki.

James Durning, Captain

Peterson, drill master. Dressed in gold satin suits, trimmed
with gold sequin stars, gold star headdress with fifty gold
and blue plumes circling it; a cloak with blue satin lining
and gold satin outside, on the back of each man, the two
stars of our service flag appear, with the gold star in the
headdress and the blue star in the center of each cloak.
Fifty-two marching musicians dressed alike follow.

The Captain’s suit measures ten feet in height and six
feet wide, while all members’ suits of the Band average eight
feet high and four feet wide. The Marshals of the Band are
Roger Regan, Tom Regan, John Mclntyre, Gene Cooney. This
bend was formerly the 48th Ward String Band. From our
members to you—"A Happy New Year.”

Officers—Roger Regan, President; James Durning, Treasurer
and Captain; Christian Stroemetz, Recording Secretary; Wal-
ter Majewski, Musical Director; James Ritti, Assistant Musical
Director; Frank Keyeser, Vice President; Jake Young, Financial
Secretary; John Mclntyre, Sergeant-at-Arms; Albert Schools,
Assistant Musical Director; Edward Patterson, Drill Master.



AVALON STRING BAND

Harry Lawson, Captain

Data not submitied in time for publication.

AQUA STRING BAND

Aqua String Band is the Silver Jubilee Band, having
marched up Broad Street twenty-five years. It is the first
String Band organized north of Market Street.

THEME—Carnival of silver bells and laces.

COSTUME—White brocade trimmed with silver and ma-
genta plumes, large collar representing lace and trimmed
in diamond dust with silver bells and crystal glass.

HEAD DRESS—Egyptian design head gear in magenta,
trimmed with diamond dust and crystal mirrors. Cerise
slippers.

CAPTAIN'S COSTUME—Cape, coat and trousers of white
silk velvet, gold threads in white taffeta, collar of gold lace
with gold plumes, gold tinted crystal mirrors and silver bells.
Head gear, Egyptian style, trimmed with gold plumes and
crystal mirrors. Gold slippers.

ASSISTANTS—Sol Ginsburg and Dan Preonchick—white
brocade costume trimmed with silver and white plumes. All
silver head gear—silver slippers.

MUSICAL DIRECTOR—Morris Tarnoff, who plays the clar-

HEGEMAN STRING BAND

THEME—"A Bit of Old Moscow.”

MUSIC—Medley of Original Numbers, including the Hege-
man Theme March.

COSTUMES—Authentic Cossack Outfits of beautifully con-
trasting satins of Red and Black, set off with Lush Gold Velvet.

Philadelphia’s finest String Band is celebrating their 25th
Anniversary this year, making it one of the oldest bands
now parading.

Our Silver Jubilee presentation will attempt to transplant a
bit of Old Moscow to the streets of old Philadelphia.

Our Muscovite troubadours are attired in authentic garb

UPTOWN STRING BAND

First in line will be the Banner Car, with a beautiful sign
and colorful decorations, denoting our Theme. Directly be-
hind the Banner Car will come the COLOR BEARERS of four.
Following will be our President Robert W. Runkle, Sr. and
Vice-President James L. Beatty, Sr. dressed in beautiful satin,
full dress suits. Next Acting Captain, Jesse Hafer, clad and
plumed with beautiful shades as a modified clown. Head
gear of more than fifty plumes. With hopes we next have
our Captain Bob Runkle, Jr. home from the U. S. Army.
Last but most important our band with unique costuming
designs we give you the “"MUSICAL CLOWNS.”

THEME—"Musical Clowns with Melody and Mirth.”

Since happy days are here again, we thought of a way
to explain it to the public and showmanship. We remind
you peace is again all over the world. With our musical
clowns we welcome home all the vets with funmaking and
laughter for o bright future. Let's all join in the happy days
and keep them that way.

Songs—"Happy Days,” "Some Day,” "When Your Smiling”
and numerous other melodies.

COSTUMES—A refined clown effect with a small head gear
of ten or more plumes. Bright colors are to remind us that
all shadows of darkness have past away.

DRILL—Snappy, modern drill composed by Drill Master
Chas. Koeshler.

OFFICERS—President, Robert Runkle, Sr.; Vice-President,
James L. Beatty; Captain, Robert Runkle, Jr.; Acting Captain,
Jesse Hafer; Business Manager and Director, Frank ]. Beatty;
Recording Secretary, Richard Slinkard; Treasurer, Clifford ].
Johnson; Financial Secretary, Carl Heere; Musical Director,
Bob Mocre; Assistant Musical Director, John Herold; Drill
Master, Chas. Koehler.

Elmer W. Leyrer, Captain

inet Ted Lewis style, dressed in white brocade, trimmed in
silver. Bells, crystal mirrors, cerise and white plumes. Cerise
slippers.

FEATURE—More than two thousand bells are used on the
costume.

The Band will be led by Color Guards, consisting of the
U. S. flag, State flag, City flag, Aqua flag and Service flag
with 62 stars, including five (5) Gold Stars, followed by the
mascot, Wm. Muhlenberger, Ir.

Elmer Leyrer, who is a Lieutenant in the U. S. Navy sta-
tioned in the Phillippines, is the captain of the band. His duties
will be handled by Fred |. Kesel, the Director, assisted by
Dan Pronchick and Sol Ginsberg.

Officers of the Aqua String Band—Barney Brady, President;
Chas. Muhlenberger, Vice President; Edmund Mundy, Secre-
tary: John Lauer, Treasurer; Isaac Kolman, Business Manager;
Sol Ginsburg, Publicity Manager; Phil Silver, Assistant
Musical D'rector; Wm. Muhlenberager, Drillmaster; Edmund
(Stoney) Gaykoski.

Al Fink, Captain

of beautifully contrasting red and black satins, set off with
lush gold velvet. Captain Al Fink has cugmented his band
with real Russion musicians and dancers, lending an un-
precedented air of realism to this year's presentation.

Musical Director Herman Seflin has skillfully blended
modern mummers’ music with native Russian folk musie, into
o spectacle of refreshing novelty.

We are almost back at full strength this year, although
several key men are still in the service. God grant that they
are with us next year.

Bob Runkle, Jr., Captain
(Serving in France)
Jesse Hafer, Acting Captain

“Ambassadors of Good Will and Good Fellowship” is the
well-earned title which the fine people of North Philadelphic
pinned upon the officers and members of the Uptown String
Band.

Uptown has become one of the liveliest, most melodious
and most spectacular of the clubs that continue to make
Philadelphia nationally famed as the home of the Shooters
and Mummers of the New Year celebrations. An ovation all
along the line of march is the usual New Year greeting of
Philadelphia to the Uptown Players and Fun-makers.

The band was organized in 1937 by George Beiderman,
our first captain (killed in action 1945); Warren Runkle,
first Musical Direc'or (killed in action 1944 at Anzio); first
President, Tom Walsh and Bob Runkle, Jr—Captain since
1939. Captain Bob Runkle entered the Army in 1943. The band
voted that Runkle is to hold the office of Captain permanently.
While he was in the U. S. Army, overseas, the band con-
tinued to parade with acting captains.

The band meets in its own Club House on Monday evening
at 1937 N. Germantown Avenue. The officers of the club are:
President, Robert Runkle, Sr.; Vice-President, James L. Beatty;
Captain, Robert Runkle, Jr; Acting Captain, Jesse Hafer;
Business Mcnager and Director, Frank ]. Beatty; Recording
Secretary, Richard Slinkard; Treasurer, Clifford ]. Johnson;
Financial Secretary, Carl Heere; Musical Director, Bob Moore;
és;ilstcmt Musical Director, John Herold; Drill Master, Charles

ohler. T

Fifty-six of cur club members were scattered all over the
world. Four paid the supreme sacrifice, one missing, and only
ten returned so far.
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