
! I PHILADELPHIA'S OWN I~ 
(..\ (@ 3rd Xnnttal ~ 
-~SHOW of SHOWS~ 
Q(@ Seventeen @)))) 

. .. 

MUMMER STRING BANDS ~ 
Sin a 8pectacu/ar rRevue @2)1) 

.~ 

UNDER THE DIBECTION OF 
GEORGE B. McCLERNAND, JR • 
Thursday and Friday Evenings 

MARCH 7th & 8th, 1940 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

CONVENTION HALL 
34th AND SPRUCE STREETS ~ 

gn Xid of the ~. 
Southern Home for Children @)))) 

DONATION lOc ~ 
----------'@)))) 



g[ is v~ry gratify1,'ng , to see a~d . to ' know 

· Jhat we ·ha~e · so. ~any friends 'w1:th us 

loru:ght 

·.!it 1:s our ·sincere hope and wish that yo~ 

. t~·~'// carry pleasant memories· of this. nig4t · 

throughout the remainder of the year ., 

•' 

.f 

. ' 
THE STRING BAND PMSION 

~F PHILADELPHIA MUMMERS A.SSN,, INC. 



<9ur !J>rest.dent and Wirector 

GEORGE B. McCLERNAND, JR. 



THE PTC CONCERT BAND 

THE PTC KIL TIE BAND 

THE PTC HARMONICA BAND 

and 

THE PTC MERRYMAKERS BAND 

extend greetings and best wishes to 

the String Bands of the Philadelphia 

M11mmers' Association on the occasion 

of their third annual "Show of Shows". 

PH I LAD ELPH IA TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 



<9ur marshal/ 

) 

BERNARD SAMUELS 
President of City Council 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



· W ALnut 5525 

CLARENCE E. MILLER 

Costumes 

35 N. I I th STREET 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

F. P. 

AFTER THE SHOW 

Meet the Stars of 

Stage and Screen at 

LEW TENDLER'S 
TAVERN 

BROAD AND LOCUST STS. 

Pen. 1802 

AFTER-THEATER SNAX 

OUR SPECIAL TY 

Now Featuring Exclusively 

O u_ Famous 

SCARLETT O'HARA COCKTAIL 



nlother of <9ur 

!J>resident and Cbirector 

PHILADELPHIA MUMMERS A-1 BOOSTER 

MRS. GEORGE McCLERNAND 



SAFEGUARDS TO HEAL TH 

Electric refrigeration safeguards the garden freshness and 

healthful qualities of foo'ds. Electric water heating supplies an 

endless amount of clean. hot water for all household and personal 

needs. Electric laundry equipment stands for the most sanitary 

washing and strength-saving laundering. And adequate lighting 

makes for easy, strainiess and safe seeing. 

Electric living points the way to the more leisurely. abun­

dant life! 

PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC CO~ANY 

LIVE ELECTRICALLY AND SA VE 

THE 

IS FIRST IN 

AMUSEMENTS 

365 DAYS 

OF THE YEAR 

J. H. (JEFF) KEEN'S 

OBSERVATIONS 

Is the Talk of the Town's Talk 

DEW 2980 

EDWARD V. GALEN 

UNDERTAKER 

2417 Sou th 17th Street 

EXPERT EMBALMER 



Many Thanks to Our 

Honorable Mayor ROBERT E. LAMBERTON 

JAMES H. MALONE 

Director of Public Safety 

and 

GUYE. PARSONS 

Assistant Supt. of Police 

for their splendid cooperation to the Philadelphia 

Mummers and a lso to our honored guests 

of this evening 

Captain JOSEPH KEIFER 
DIRECTOR OF THE POLICE AND FIREMEN BAND 



String Band Costumes 

PRIZE WINNERS ALL 

Let us design your 1941 costume 

and submit samples and prices 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The String Bands 

will appear tonight 

in the order 

VAN HORN & SON 

1130 CHESTNUT STREET 

THEATRICAL COSTUMES 

ESTABLISHED 1852 

SEEIN' IS BELIEVIN' 

The finest Food . . . Seafood, 
Steaks and Chops . . . served at 

. the most reasonable prices . 

Enjoy a Delicious Luncheon, 
Dinner or Supper Here 

in which they paraded Open Daily and Sunday 
Till Midnight 

on Broad Street 

on New Year's Day 

Not Connected With Any Other 
Restaurant 

PRI VATE BANQUET ROOMS AJ;;D BA R 



look at this~ 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

The World's Largest Dealer 

in 

COSTUM E 

FABRICS 

DAZIAN'S, Inc. 
Established 1842 

742 West 44th Street, New York 

1130 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia 

HI 
rrhat a blend . . . a skillful com-

bination of the rich, matu re flavor 

of prime old whiskies. Every drop 

more tha n 4 yea rs old. No won­

der it's so mellow, pleasant, grati­

fying. Try it-you'll like it! 

Continental Distilling Corporation 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

8ay, mwnmers 

THE 
EASTER PARADE 

IS IMPORTANT 
TOO! 

Dress Up at 

AD AM S 
CLOTHES 

10 North Eleventh Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

SUITS AND TOPCOATS 

s22.so 
20 WEEKS TO PAY­

- NO EXTRA COST! 



fftrst 

BILL MORROW'S 

48th Ward String Band 

10th prize winner, 1940 
Captain JAMES DURNING 

t 
Headquarters 

N. E. Corner 20th Street and Snyder Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Organized in 1935 by James Durning, its present captain, as the 
Thomas Connor String Band. In 1936 the band changed its 
name to Bill Morrow's 48 th Ward String Band. Its prizes in the 
past five years have been twelfth, third, eleventh, sixth, and 
tenth . The band consists of 60 members; Robert Malone, 11 
years of age, the youngest mu~ician in the ' mummers ' para de, 
playing the glockenspiel in front of the band. George Thomp­
son, musical director. 

THEME: "The Harp Tha t Once Through Tara 's Halls ." 
This year's costumes are made to represent an Irish harp of 

medieval times- the harp that was played by the bards and 
minstrels of early Irish history. They are made of shamrock 
green satin, with godets of gold cloth and diagonal stripes of 
silver braid. The costumes are completed by large circular 
cloaks, surmounted with gold cloth harps, lined with w hite 
satin. 

To the people of Philadelphia goes our appreciation. 



8econd 
FELTONVILLE 

42nd Ward String Band 
Captain TED BRENSON 

Headquarters 
Feltonville Republican Club 

l 07 W. Cortland Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Organized 1936. Joined New Year Association 1937. First parade 

1939- third prize; 1940-seventh prize. 

COSTUME: Feltonville's Proud Peacocks Presenting our idea as 

near as possible b y man a nd material as to how this beauti­

ful bird would look and all his a ctions . 

DRILL: Represents peacocks on parade when admired will flush 

tail feathers in fashion of this bird . 

THEME SONG: The March of the Peacocks written by the mem­

bers of the band and a medley of old and new numbe;'s. 

FEATURING: Frankie Marsh our youngest member a nd drummer. 

P. S. Thanks a million to our director, the committees and the 

other band s, most of all the audience without whose support 

this show would not be possible. 



· ' ,· 
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Cfifth 
WOODLAND STRING BAND 

6th prize winner, 1940 
Captain LOUIS JOHNSON 

Headquarters 
6548 Glenmore A venue 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

t 

The Woodland String Band was organized in 1926 by Albert 
Ryan and Andrew Curtis. The present officers and captain 
would like to pay tribu te to the past directors for building such 
a fine organization, and we hope we carry on where they 
left off. 

COSTUME: Represents the Dove of Peace. The idea of our story 
is that America wants peace. The backs of our suits represent 
the stamp of America. 

DRILL: Presentation of our captain- Formation of a diamond; 
formation of an eagle on the stamp of America. 

THEME SONG: "God Bless America"; novelty numbers, "My 
Heart Beats for You," "Stop, It's Wonderful," "Blue Birds in the 
Moonlight." 

FEATURES: The Goddess of Peace rising over the horizon with 
a disabled soldier kneeling, pleading for peace; the goddess 
singing "America." 



8ixth 
QUAKER CITY STRING BAND 

1st prize winner, 1940 
Captain RAYMOND ENDRISS 

3rd prize winning captain 

Headquarters 
2013 S. Third Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

t 

Organized 1921. Reorganized 193 1. 

COSTUME: Prince of India. 

THEME: A wealthy Maharajah of India and his entire court, w ho 

are on a goodwill mission to the U S They are stopping off to 

pay their respects to the mummers' fans of Philadelphia. 

THEME SONG: "Song of India," a nd popular songs. March, 

w ritten by Musical Director John Mayer, to b e played as exit. 



8eventli 

UPTOWN STRING BAND 
13th prize winner, 1940 
Capain CHARLES A. BREMSER 

Headquarters 
2555 N. Sydenham Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

t 

Band organized in January, 1937, under the name of "Uptown," 

a nd went out in its firs t New Year parad e in 1938 as "Star 

Dust"; in 1939 as "h1exicali Rose," and 1940 "East Comes 

West. " 

COSTUME: In presenting "East Comes West" we portray the 

traditionally romantic and peaceful Orient. The music has 

been arranged to continue in sound the harmony of color of 

our costumes. 

DRILL: Represents a simple semi-military drill, depicting dreamy, 

Oriental lassitude. 

THEME SONG: "Chinatown, My Chinatown," "Chinese Lullaby," 

and a medley of other numbers 

Featuring theme songs and costumes of other years as novelty 

act. 



0iglith 
GREENWOOD STRING BAND 

16th prize winner, 1940 
Captain JAMES EMERSON 

2822 Frankford A venue 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

t 
Headquarters 

Harry L. Greenwood American Legion Post 
Frankford A venue and Somerset Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Greenwood String Band was organized in 1936 and is com­

posed, to a great extent, of members who formerly made up 

the personnel of old Kensington String Band which disbanded 

some years ago. 

The costume and theme song represents the South American 

Gaucho. The costume is made up in the colors of the America n . 

flag and is designed to convey the idea of closer cooperation 

and friendship between the United Sta tes and the countries of 

South America. 

The dri ll represents a formation known as the "Pinw heel." 

Featuring a singing and tap dancing act. 



.................................... ... ................. .... ... ..- -..._...--~ .......................... . 

l linth 
ELIAS MYERS STRING BAND 

8th prize winner, 1940 
Headquarters 1943-45 S. Third Street 

HARRY J. TYLER, JR. 
Youngest Captain First Prize Winner 

Organized in 1936 by a group of South Philadelphia boys who 
chose as their ca ptain Harry J. Tyler, Jr . 

COSTUME: America n Eagles. DRILL: Wheel. 

THEME SONG: The National Anthem; "Rosary," "Martha," 
"Down the Field." 

FEATURE: Singing of the "Rosary." 



!Jen th 
JOSEPH A. FERKO STRING BAND 

3rd prize winner, ~ 940 

t 
Headquarters 

S. W. Corner Fifth Street and Glenwood Avenue . 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bell Phone: NEBraska 2486 

JOS. A. FERKO, Second Prize Winning Ca ptain 
HARRY A. LEARY, President 
JOHN E. ARLETH, Secretary 
WM. DiSANTRE, Business Manager 
JOS . J. JOYCE, Music Director 
ALEX LIN DH, Assistant Music Director 

The Joseph A. Ferko S tring B(m d was organized in September, 
1922, a nd have paraded every New Year's Day since 1923, 
w inning fi rst prize in 1927 , '29, '30, '31, '32, '36, '37, '38, 39. 
The band has appeared in many cities, including New York, 
Detroit, Cleveland, Washington, Baltimore, Williamsport, Har­
risburg, York, Atlantic City, Niagara Falls , Buffalo, Toronto, 
and Canada, and twice at the World's Fair. 

COSTUME: Represents "Lohengrin ," Wa gner 's mythical opera. 

DRILL:. The band forms a mythical lake; Ca ptain Ferko lead s a 
number of men u p the center of the lake in V forma tion, similar 
to the formation in which swans travel. Lohengrin a nd his 
b ride, Elsa , are escorted through the center by Mr. Ferko a nd 
these swans, similar to the opera. The band greets them with 
the musical number, "Lohengrin 's Wedding March ." 

MUSICAL NUMBERS: "College Medley," "Lohengrin's Wedding 
Ma rch," "My Little Girl. " Encore-~"Down the Alley." 



0/eventh 
12th WARD STRING BAND 

4th prize winners, 1940 
Captain HARRY LAWSON 

Headquarters 
510 Fairmount Avenue 

Philadelphia. Pa. 

Organized May 11, 1938, by Harry Lawson, William Max, Jr., 
Louis Kirner, William Max, Sr. , Fred Kost, Otto Palmer. Ninth 
prize, 1939--dressed as Prince Charming. 

COSTUME: Deep purple, consisting of purple and gold doublets. 
Carrying capes of purple lined with gold. The headdress all 
gold crescents, fifty purple plumes with a spread of 60 inches. 
Captain's costume in gold metallics and spangles. 

DRILL: The band will come out in threes and then form in sixes. 
Counter march in threes on each side of the hall, the captain 
struts through the center and the band goes into a four-section 
drill marching off the floor. 

THEME: Purple shadows of the evening when the sun goes down 
and the moon comes up. 

THEME. SONG: "Deep Purple," "Moonlight and Roses. " 

FEATURE: Club mascot will be wheeled onto the floor on a small 
float representing a . throne . 

............................................................... 



6fwe/ft/i 
HARRY WHITMAN'S STRING BAND 

9th prize winner, 1940 
Captain qnd Musical Director HARRY MULHOLLAND 

Headquarters 
2 lst and Wharton Streets 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Band first paraded in 1920. It was the original Hegeman Band, 

later known as the 69th Street String Band; for the past several 

years as the Harry Whitman String Band. Best known for its 

presentation of the Pirate Band of some years a go and the 

"Tophatters. " First organization to present male dancing 

chorus on street and use amplification for vocal purposes. 

Cos tume of a Southern belle, entirely feminine costume, repre­

senting "Sweethearts of Yesterday. " 

DRILL: Captain and Musical Director Harry Mulholland presents 

"The Sweetheart Waltz, " with the band as chorus in back­

ground. 

THEME SONG: "Robert E. Lee," "Sweetheart Waltz for Sweet­

hearts ," old familiar tunes. 



!Jkirteen 

sourn JERSEY STRING BAND 
17th prize winner, 1940 

Captain JACK ROGERS 

Headquarters 

256 S. Broadway 

Gloucester City, N. J. 

t 

Band organized in 1939 for firs t time by Jack Rogers of Runne-

mede, N. J. Through hard work and confidence and self reli-

once put on a fine show for a young band, growing bigger 

and better as time rolls by. We are just a bunch of country 

boys at heart, trying to do a bigger and better job. 

COSTUME: All American Bartenders. 

THEME SONG: "Beer Barrel Polka" and popular songs . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



dourteenth 

P. A. BROOMALL STRING BAND 

I Ith prize winner, 1940 

P. A. BROOMALL, Captain 

Headquarters 
Gold Star Grille 

9th and Oregon A venue 

Organized 1930. Celebrating our tenth anniversary. 

PRESENTING: Gainsborough's Blue Boy. 

FEATURING: Song-"In an 18th Century Drawing Room." 

In presenting Gainsborough's Blue Boy to you this evening, we 
try to convey to you the story of an 18th century English 
painter whose paintings have become world famous. "The 
Blue Boy" was one of his masterpieces. 

WM. T STEW ART, President 

WILLIAM McDONALD, Lieutenant 

Little 
FRANKIE McDONALD 

Mascot, as the original Blue Boy 



fl'i/teenth 

POLISH-AMERICAN STRING BAND 
2nd prize winner, 1940 

Captain EDWIN PISKADLO 

3234 Aramingo A venue 

t 
Headquarters 

2808 E. Allegheny A venue 

Organized in 1932 as a separate part of the Polish-American 

Citizen 's Association of Philade lphia. In six years ' competition 

they got second prize three times. All the boys must be under 

21 in order to join, the band having the support of the Polish 

element in Philadelphia. The only Polish organization oi its 

type in the U. S., and the greatest advertisement tha t any 

nationality could have. 

COSTUME: Depicts the theme "Over the Rainbow." Music will 

be played according to the theme, such a s "Over the Rain-

b ow." 

DRIIJ.: Will be the blending of the various colors in precision 

movements. 

MUSIC: "O ur Directors," "Under the Double Eagle, " marches 

a nd polka. 

Drillmaster, GEORGE DONAHUE, of the Police Department 



8t'xtee nt.h 

AQUA STRING BAND 

15th prize winner, 1940 
Captain ELMER W. LEYRER 

Headquarters 
11th Ward Republican Club 

616 N. Front Street 

t 

The Aqua s~ :ng Band was organized on April 2, 1920. Cham­

pions ·_ 1923 and '32. Formerly the Talbot String Band, 

champio:1s 0: 191.5, ' 16 , ' 17. Still has the same officers a nd 

captain. Organized by Elmer W. Leyrer, Fred J. Kesel, Maurice 

Tarnoff , Joseph D. Nazarene , and Philip and Sam Silver. (The 
fi rst band to organize above Marke t Street.) 

COSTUME: _ viation Brigade in fo rmal military d ress, flags of 

]'forth and South America of the Monroe Doctrine. Represent­

ing the "Wings of America ." 

Military drill w hile the band is playing and a tableau w ith drum 

solo. 

Entering with a march number: "Anchors Away" and "The Walls 

of Montezuma. " Singing by Calvin Fisher, "Hone stly," accom­

panied b y the band . 

Finale: March number-"Wa y Down in the La nd of Dixie." 



8eventeenth 

TRILBY STRING BAND 
14th prize winner, 1940 

Captain JOHN DREYER 

Headquarters 
1144 Jackson Street 

BAND'S HISTORY: The Trilby String Band was organized in 1900 
by Dr. Louis Samuels and John Wygand. The band first 
paraded on Broad Street in 1901, the first a nd only band in 
the parade that year. The Trilby paraded until 1917, then 
disbanded when the war took most of its men. In 1935 the 
band was reorganized a nd has paraded each year since. The 
Trilby is proud of being the fa ther of string bands. 

1940 COSTUME: The costume, representing American clowns, 
endeavors to impress upon you the cheerfu lness and light ­
heartedness of the American people. 

DRILL: The men form a circle , b ringing out the idea of the circus 
ring . They then ma neuver into a s tar effect and conclude the 
drill with a stripe e ffect. James McKnight , music director and 
bell p layer , acts as ringmaster. 

THEME. SONG: "When You 're Smiling;' "S tars and Stripes," and 
popular songs. 

FEATURES: Little Eddie Stewart, a pupil of Al White 's dancing 
school , will p recede the band in a series of interesting dances. 



t 

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST OUR 

COMPLIMENTS AND BEST WISHES 

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS IN THE 

FANCY AND COMIC DMSIONS OF THE 

PHILADELPHIA MUMMERS ASS'N, INC. 

t 



' 

The Musical Instrument You Want 

AT THE 

WORLDS LOWEST PRICE 

TERMS TO SUIT YOU 

THE MOST COMPLETE STOCK OF 

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND ACCESSORIES 

IN THE UNITED ST A TES 

"'E: INC. 

509 S. BROAD STREET 

PHILADELPIDA, PA. 

Open Evenings PENnypq:cker 0341 

SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

$1.00 WEEKLY 

PAYS FOR LESSON AND INSTRUMENT 

p p u. 
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